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PREFACE, 



WHOEVER has attentively confidered the feties 
ofqueftionspropofed for public difcufEon by 
the Teylerian Society, will acknowledge that they 
bavc ufually had the peculiar advantage of uniting 
curious inyeAigation with general utility. But, of 
all the quedions propofed by this, or by any literary 
fpciety whatever, none appears either of greater con* • 
fequeufein itfelf, or from the complexion of the times, 
more likely to excite attention, than that which is now 
offered by this refpedlable body, as the fubjed of com- 
petition for the literary honor which they annually 
confer. It diredlly leads to examine the principadl 
foundations of civil fociety, to unfold the chief obliga* 
tioas of all focial duties, to eftabliih the important ad- 
vantages of fubordination, on the one hand, and, 0I& 
the other, to guard againft the dreadful and odious 
confequences both of defpotifm and of atlarchy. Such 
are the momentous confiderations necelTarily conneded 
with the proper difcuiHon of this que (lion ; the pro* 
pofal of which does equal honor to the difcernment 
and public fpirit of the worthy iJiredlors of the Tey- 
lerian inftitution. Happy may the perfon account 
himfelf, and juftly will he<be entitled to the thanks of 
his fellow men, who fhall be enabled to treat this fub* 
jed in any manner adequate to its real confeqtience and 
dignity. Far, indeed, is the writer of this Effay from 
prefuming to lay claim to this praife, but he feels his 
heart imprefTed by the importance of the fuhjed, and 
animated with a warm defire of contributing to the 
public good that pertioa which his fmall abilities may 



ptntiu Ever fince ht wu capable of my nttioail 
reiedtion^ hehm feuird hh icml^tHfted-^bf the iacred 
ftime of Liberty, by an abhorrence of opprcffion, and 
by that love of juftice which dilates an equal enjoy- 
ment of all the rights of hunian nature. The grand 
principle of the natural equality of men, if Hghtiy uti- 
derftood, is the only bafis on wfaicll univerfal juftice^ 
order, and freedom, can be firmly built, and perma- 
nently fecured. The view exhibited in this Effay, fo^ 
far from loofehing the bands of focicty, or veeakcnfag- 
thatfubordination, without which no government can 
ipbfift, will draw more clofely every fecial tie, and 
more ftrongly confirm the obligations of legal obedi'^ 
ence, and the rights of legal authority. 

The writer is fufficieritly' aware that the piinciples' 
which he attempts to unfold, will not be agreeable 
either to th^ wild enthufiafti fbr liberty, or to the fer- 
yile and tyrannical abettors of arbitrary power, That 
moderation, which flows from the love and the. per- 
ception of truth (which commonly lies between two 
extremes) is feldom acceptable to the multitude, who^ 
incapable of diftinguifliing the ufe from the abufe of 
^ings, are generally as extravagant and impetuous iit 
the maintenance of right, as in the abetment of Wrong. 
It is only the few, who have fbaken oflFthe fhackles of 
prejudice, difpelled the clouds of paffioh, and burft ^ 
from the dungeon in which they cbtifihe the foiil, that 
can view and relifli objedts as they appear in tlie pore 
and Ready light in which nature exhibits them. The 
eyes of the reft of mankind atre either too weak to fuft 
tain its luftre, or, if they have beheld it for foUae ttme^ 
become fo much dazzled a^ to \o€t fight of the ob- 
je<5ts which it is defigned co' unfold to cbem, and ar# 



thus depriTed of that direction in condu<!t which it 
. cyght to aflEbrd* Of the truth of this affertion, the 
. times in which we live furnifli abundant and melan- 
choly examples. 

Since the generality of mankind, then, wiB ever be in 
extremes, 3nd the wifer few, if they keep themfelves free 
. from the contagion of popular prejudice and paffion, 
will, from this very circumftance,^ feldom acquire any 
great influence over the general condu<5l ; it may be 
afkcd, of what ufc can fuch writings be, which the 
multitude will either not read, or not apply to profit, 
and the more intelligent do not require ? To this quef- 
tion the anfwer is obvious ; — ^that the progrefs of truth 
is fure, though flow ;. that, if every perfon of difcern- 
, mcnt and moderation would confider it as his duty to 
, communicate, as far as his fphere may extend, the light 
^ he himfelf has acquired, a great deal of good might at 
/laft be acc6mpliflied ; and that to contribtitc aiiy 
/ portion, however fmall, to the common benefit, is both 
a mfficient motive and a fufficient reward to a bencVo- 
lent and generous mind. The human foul is formed 
' for truth arid virtue. Error, prejudice, and depravity, 
are unnatural dates. ' Superflition and Ugotry^ po« 
'pular frenzy, or'defpotic oppreffion, never can be def- 
.'tined bythe Suprethe Diredlor of the world to hold a 
* perpetual reign, becaufe tliey counteract his wiie and 
' benevolent defighs. The pafRons, and the confeqiieht 
agiutions which they excite, as they are violent, can 
a^-vcp be-lafting, and, ftrora their very • violence itfelf, 
tentl, by a fpecies of fermentation, to throw off the 
,* dregs of ignorance and folly, which obftruft the im- 
provcnient of oUr fpecies. Thefe convulfions may be 
»*^mparedto t^mpeftsand hurricanes which overcad 
■ "^ A* . 



n VftlFACfi* 

At fkf With at lemporary gloonit and oftea occtficmtte 
moft dreadful trfunities ; bQC» in the end, refine dxr 
atinoQ)herei and preferve its falubnty. ^ It is more na** 
toral to fbppoTe that the progrefs of the world is to« 
wards improvement and perfefHon, than, as gloomjr 
but contraded mtods are apt to fancy, towards de« 
generacj and ruin. Even Uie final deftrudtion of this 
globe, which Scripture teaches us to expert, will oxilj 
fenre to introduce a more perfedl and glorious fcene* 
The times in which we live, though agitated with vio* 
lent convulfions, and marked by ftriking events, are 
peculiarly fiivorable to rational inquiry and to fubftan* 
tial improvement. On the public affairs of the worlds 
it has often been faid, that the fpeculations of philofo- 
phers in their clofets have but little influence. But 
fucb an opinion can be adopted by thofe only who are 
as great ftrangers to experience as they ate to fptcvisL" 
tion. The conduA of men is comnftnly direded hj 
their opinions. Their opinions are formed by their 
principles; their principles, by the inftruaiott which 
tbey receive^ by. the books which they read, by the corn. 
pany which they frequent. Hence it is eafy to fee 
how far the public opinions and condud muft, in a lite- 
rary age, be affeded by the writings that appear tn it. 
If thefe are dilated by foundnefs of judgment, and 
benignity Qf heard they cannot fail of producing much 
benefit* 

The time, therefore, and pams employed in fpeeula- 
lions, fuch as are (uggefted by the imporunt queftion X 
now propofe to difcuft, cannot be miffpent, if the fob- 
bed is treaud with any tolerable degree of accuracy and 
precifion. Even tholb who fail ef fucccfs may UHl 
efa^tbcbenor^ a laudable attempt I udfroni 



eff fucli judgmene and candour as charaAerUe thc^t^te 
whom I hare the honor of addr effing this dUcooife, are 
fiire of obtaining it. Without detaining the attentioa 
of mj candid readers any longer from the immediate 
eonfideradon of the queftion now before them^ I ihaH 
direAly proceed to examine it. As it fta^ds propofed 
by the Societft it diTides itfelf into three parts & 

I» Inwhat refpedtsmaymenbeiaid tobeequal? 
II. What are the rights refulting from this equality t 
IIL What are the duties which it impofts I 
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In nuhat Senft may all Men le /aid to he Et^Al ? 



CHAPTER^ I. 

Of »ATI7RAL nstWMATIES/rilftWIjjrMBK. 

THAT all men arc, by natuw^ equal, is an opl* 
mon lb generally received among thofe^ wha ar«^ 
accuaomed to any degg-er of j^Uafopluial njSqK^Pf 
filttt>to call it in queSion might apj^ear ^furd^ and t^ 
ppoveit fupcrfluovtt* Yet, thi$^ optnion* like many «♦, 
n^sdmaxbns which obtain a enrrency^ in the* worM^ 
howerortrucit may be, in it» pit^)6r fefi&,. it not, I 
am indincd to believe^ of the greaicll part, fnfficiertly 
fomided according to th« atfleptatioa of thofe who 
admit it. If it is underHood in an^i fenfe, oxclufive of 
ail nataral fmperiority and diftindion ambng men, it 
will be found to contradi^ univerfal exj^eriencc« A| 
whatever period of human life, in whatever ibte or 
condittonof foctety, we contemplate oar fpecies, we 
fhall find that nature has diftinguifhed individuals 
frcm each other, by peculiar and approprhtte quali- 
ties, almoft as remarkably, in fome inflauces, as fhc 
has didingutfhed the human race from the inferior 
creatures. Thofe philofophers, who, in order lo ex* 
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ttlt themfdves, attempt to degrade their fpeciesi aftd 
difplay their eloquence by defending the mod irration- 
al paradoxes, are eager to perfaadc US| that, as humk n 
nature^in its original ftate, is on a level with tlie 
brutes, fo individuals among mankind derive everj 
difference of corporeal and mental perfection that 
chara^erizes them, wholly from the opportunities of 
iflsprovement which they have ecjoyed, or from the hap- 
py fituations in which they have been placed. Contra- 
dicing univerfal experience, they ftrive to refer the 
judgments which it eftabliihes, to the clais of popular 
prejudices $ and, pretending to lead us to the true 
knowledge of human nature, exhibit to our view a 
fiate of-brutifli ignorance, and of favage ferofity, 
which has never exifted but in their own imagina- 
tions. They carry us back to a period of which there 
are no monuments, and in which they confider man 
not asa^ibdal^ but ^ a dblitary animal, a^uated by 
Ibefeanimatinftin^, deftituteof ideas, a mere quad- 
ruped grazing along with the brutes, and as little dif« 
C-y tinguiihed from 4he reft of bis fpecies by individual 
quaJities, as lus«fpecies from the other inhabitants of 
the foreft. In order to eftablifh this theory fo dif- 
graceful to human nature, they produce cer- 
tain relations of travellers, concerning Pongos, and En- 
jokos, and Ourang-Outangs, whom they conclude to 
be primitive men, wkofe conduA and mode of life can 
alone furnifh us with juft rcprefentations of our ori- 
j^inal condition.* So eafy is it, when a favorite opin- 

• See Ronfl^au, furlWigiae et les fondemens de rinegalite par. 
SDi les bommee. Note loth. This ^aion appears te be copied 
from ancient writeri* ' " See Lucretias. 1. ▼. verfe 913. Horace, 
ttrtn. lib. 1. Sat. f^ verfe 98. Cicero pro. Sexdo, c. 42. De 
Uventione, lib. I. c.s. LaAant* div. inft* Ub. 6* c. ie« Mob- 
bci 4e civc, c« viii. fe^oA i. 
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t#m is to bo maintabedy or a paradox eftablifiiedi to 
Sidopt, as principles, judgments deftitute of all evidcncp> 
find reje^ principles fandioned by univerfal confent 
^So apt are the enemies of fyl^enii to ron into fyften^s 
of their own, whofe fole recoxpmisndations is fingu^ 
larityi while ingenious fopbiftry is their only fupport. 

Thofc writers feem Tnot to have relieved, that if 
man was originally a brute^ he muft ever have cop« 
finued fq i and that that inftind, which folely th^y 
allow to bim in that fituation, if it is unerring within i(s 
preicribed compafs> never can, by any improvement^ 
be carried one ftep beyond its primitive limits. 
That capacity of pcrfe^ion, which they grant to himf 
9S his only diQindtion above the inferior animals, hnpu 
plies, in its very nature, more elevated and extenfivc 
powers, than any of thefe can poiTefs. To deny thist 

. is to aiTert, that a building may be eredted without ft 
foundation, an elegant and beautiful form ezhibit^<i 
without original materials, s^pi eflFeQ produced without 
a cauf^. Thefe writej-s feem to overlook the whole 

. analogy of ni^ture, in which every fpecies is diftinguifh- 
fid &om every other> by properties common to all of 
theiame clafs, vhile all the individuals of each fyc* 
jciesare characterized by their peculiar qualities* It 
would be equally abfurd to think of forming a maa 
out of a brute, as to imagine tbat a fifli may be tranf* 
formed btQ a (Quadruped* 

Thofe, however, who feek not fame, but wifdom, 
|M>t brilliancy, but truth, will, in all their inquiHeSf 
concerning human nature, take the human fpecies, as 
Itbef find it exhibited, in its various forms, by daily 
^qry^tioni hf the tACOzjupted records of Hiftory, 
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'tnd bf the autitentic relatione of .triEreBeri* '1Beffa9i& 
'thefe fources ofinfbrmatipn ^they willnot pituipd to 
go in queft of ftates of human nature, which ^e onlf 
' to be fbund In the pi^res of poets, or in the hjpothe* 
" Cs of philofophers equally fanciful ; and they w31 
confider it as no lef$ ridiculous for any one to pltitb- 
fophife oa man with an Ourang-Outaqg before l^m^ 
than it would be for a perfon, attempting to determine 
the qualities of gold, to reje^ an undoubted piece of 
that metal, and begin his experiments with a piece ef 
pinchbeck. For, as a ftatue, however elegantly fin* 
ifliedf ftiU contains the rude mafs of marble, on which 
ib much fyrametry and beauty has been fuperindaced | 
^ fo^ man, in the mod civilized (late of fociety, ftill retains 
the original principles of his nature on which all the 
various modifications he has^ undergone, have been m. 
grafted. It is the bulmefs of the philofopher to dis- 
cover thefe amidft all the adventitious circumftancct 
with which they maybe conncfted, or the various 
' fliapes and colourings which they may have aflumed. 
No human purfuit, no human inftitution, no hpmian 
enjoyment, no human corruption itfelf, but may be 
ultimately referred to fome original principle of our 
-nature ; and without thefe original principles, it is 
impoffible to account for the power of education, of 
habit, and of example. If, laying afide all. regacrd 
to imaghiary ftates of human nature, in which none 
of the principles, which noV fo po^^rfully influence 
jQttr fpecies,arefupppf<^d tp have unfolSed. tben^elves, 
we fix our atteaUon on mankind a^ they are exhibited 
to us in hiftory, and by daily bbfervation, there is ohe 
important fad, which muft occur to every one endow, 
cdwtdi the fmalleft reflcftion. This faa, on which. 
I mean chiefly to found mj rcafoniiigs W die 'whole 
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«Pfl!is(ubjeft,'xS| that, however fimilar the fpccies may 
be mganeral, an infitrtte diverfitf of abilities, taints 
and charad^ei*, obtains among the individuals that 
compofe.it. . 

TKs divctfitjf is feviidlent with; regard both to the 
body, and to the mind* * In fome, we behold great 
bodily* flrength and dexterity, and a pecnliar aptitude 
for mechanical operations, and .for rapid and power, 
fiil movements. .In others, the powers of imagina- 
tion confpicuoufly unfold themfelvcs ; while judgment, 
acutenefs, penetr^ion and fagacity, in the condud of 
life, diftinguilh another clsifs of men. An uncommon 
clearhefs and energy of intelledl, and. an aptitude for 
the abllradl fciences, raife others above the common 
level. ■ Sothe have an aftoniftiiig . faculty of perfua* 
iioxl, of addrefsi and management in moving the af- 
fe)ftions,.and infiuencing the condudl of their fellow- 
men*. 

Nor IS this diverfity lefs- remiarkable in the moral* 
f},ualldes of men,, than in their corporeal arid hitelkdual 
po^wers. Some have a wonderiFul command of their 
<rw.n paffions, and can prefcrve their moderation and 
compofure of foul amidft the greateft provocations, 
and, the moft trying calamities; others are deprived 
oJFalllelf government by the flighteft adverfity, or 
by tfad fraalleft opp9fition. Some natures are extreme- 
ly {ympathetJc, and cafily moved by the diftrcfles of 
their fellow inen ; while others difcover an aftonifti* 
ing infenfibiKty with regard not only to the afflidions 
of other perfons, but even to their own. Benevolence, 
and^ali the gentle aod amiable (|ualittes which accom- 
pjlny-ity ptcoUarly diftinguiflr fome chara^ers, while 

B 
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fiirtUude and magnanimity, and all the ftem and aw«^ 
£ul virtues, are the leading features offonie elevated 
fpiritf. Not to mention the charaAeriftical marks pi 
ambition, avarice, voluptuoufnefs, indolence or vanit^t 
which diverfify fuch a number of individuals^ it is 
ceruin that th« moral complexion of men is as yan. 
ous as their corporeal conftitution, or their n^e^ta} . 
facultieSi and perhaps \s greatlyinflqenced by boti^* 

Nor can it be alledged, that thefe diiUn£t!o9$ of 
chara^er are entirely derived from the prefent {lat^ 
of focicty, and from different opportunities of cuUi^ 
▼ation ; and by net means referable to any original 
bent of nature^ This conclufion will not be authori^ 
fed cither by the indufiions. of r<^afon, or by cxpcri-i 
e?ice. For, in the firft plaqe, it is hard to be conceivi 
ed bow any combination of circumfiances, or any 
influence of education and habit, can produce any 
power or propenfity, of which the original feeds hav^ 
not been dropped into the conftitution by the hand 
of the. Creator All that (ituation and opportunitf 
can eSeduate, is to fumifli thefe inherent powers and 
propenfitics, with the means of unfolding thcmfelves^ 
of increafing in vigour, and of acquiring maturity. If 
they are entirely wanting, they will uevcr be implant* 
ed by any effort of human (kill, or be brought inte 
aAion> by any favorable combipatipp of circumftan- 
jces. If they e3?ift in any degree, however fmall, op- 
|K)rtunity, exercife and cuUivjition, will advance them 
to a pitch of ftrength' fo greatly above their primitive 
condition^ as will have the appearance of a real crea<* 
tion. If we attend to the fa^ iticUi it muft be evi- 
dent that children, and favages, who have received 
ao inftruaioui ihew varieties of charaderi as well «^ 



AN ISSAY, kc. Us 

in^n Ifrbo have etijoyed all the advantages of polifli^'d 
foeiety, and who move in its diflferent fpheres. Al- 
though apronenefs to imitation is univexfally predomi- 
nant in childhood, yet the manner of imitating, and 
the obje^s to whieh it is direAed, are infinitely diver- 
fified. As foon as the faculties begin to unfold, all 
the paffioBs and propenlities that belong to human 
nature imperceptibly arife, and, according as the one 
tor the other of thefc is moft prevalent, charaderiftical 
Features diflinguifti the infant. The objeds that en* 
gage the attention of the favage, and the defires that 
animate his purfuits, are indeed few, in comparrfon 
of thofe that exift in more polifhed dates of fociety. 
Yet, as thefe concentrate his whole foul, fo they ercite 
its energies the more powerfully within their limited 
compafs, and confpire the more fpcedily to form 
his character. In the 'lavage ftate, the genuine im- 
pulfetf and propenfittes of nature are freely allowed 
to appear, and, colleded in one point, exert them- 
Telves with the gi^eater vigour, and give to each indi- 
vidual that peculiar complexion which reftilts from 
the peculiar ftrength of his native powers.* The 
iftultiplicity of obje^s which attradl attention, and ftifn- 
ulate a^iivity in more poliflied periods of fociety, 
prevent a chara«fler from being fo fpeedily formed : ^ 
while the uniform lAftitutions of civilized life, mould 
all the membeis of the community to mutual refem- 
blance, and contribute to efface thofe prominent ^nd 
charafteriftical features, which the hand of nature has 
imprefled. I mean not to aflert that thofe diver fiiies 
of talents and charafler are wholly to be afcribed to 

• See Robcrtfon'9 H-f^ory of Americs, an4 Raynari Hiftdlee 
* Phi(efotihi(|ue ec P«liti^ae paat% 
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die ttoaffified pow^s of nature, but ontf cliat tlirf 
prevail in the joint proportion of thefe powers, and 
of the tircumilances that call them into ezercife. As 
the fire will foon be cxtinguiflicd, if not conftantly fed 
by combuftibles, and as thefe combaftibles, however 
multiplied, will not produce fiaxne, and light, and heat^ 
unlefs ther are kindled; fo the human faculties, if never 
called into aiflion by correfponding fituations, will re* 
main torpid and ine£Bcacious ; and themoft favorable 
jconcurrenceof circvmftances will not produce genius^ 
dexterity, fagacity, and virtue, if the original feeds of 
all thefe qualities are totally wanting. Be this arit 
may, it is incontrovertible that there is, among the vari* 
ous individuals that compofe the* human fpecies, aaal* 
mofi infinite divcrfity of abilities, temper, and charader. 

,c^ . From th»s cirettmftance a natural inequaUty muA 
necefiarily arife. Thofe talents and dtfpofitions, which 
are the moft amiable and refpeAable, directly point 
out their pofTeffors as the obje£ls of love and efteetn. 
Wherever fuch qualities appear, it is as impofiUble 
for the human mind, unlefs it be moft deplorably 
depraved, to withhold its admiration and affediont 
^ it would be for any . natural caufe not to produce 
its eflPe^ when placed in circumftances adapted to 
its operation. Every difplay • of genius, of fagacity, 
of penetration, and prudence, is calculated to excite 
the admiration of the beholders, to afford them plea^ 
fure, and if beneficently diredled, to demand their 
gratitude. Fortitude, magnanimity and generofity, 
command veneration, and excite efteem. Gentleneis, 
moderation, khidnefs, and compafiion, appearing as 
the diftingmfliing features in any chara^er, cannot 
fs|il to attra^ the love and complacency of all to 
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wliom they are known. Even corporeal ftrcngth 
and dexterity procure a certain degree of refp€<5l to 
tiieir poffeffors, on account of their utility in life botU 
W others and to themielves. 

It is equally certain, that refped, efteem, veneration 
and love, enfure to thofe who are the objcds of thena* 
a very high degree of influence over the reft of man- 
kind* Such will be liftened to, imitated, and obeyed 
by all who are capable of eftimating the qualities above 
^mentioned according to their real merit ; the luilre 
which they (hed around their pofleflbrs dazzles thofe 
.whoie fouls are lefs difcerning and elevated ; and even 
the ftupid and the bafe are conftrained to pay an in- 
voluntary homage. That fuch qualities are the on- 
ly original fources of power and influence, is evident 
from me ocusdud of all who afpire at acquiring con- 
fideration and authority. If they want the reality, 
they affed the appearance of them, and, even when 
power ^ne reduces their fellow men under their 
fubjedion, they endeavor alfo, if not ftupified by the 
habits of tyranny, to engage their efteem, and to 
captivate their benevolence* fenfible that dominioo, 
to which thefc give no fuppprt, can never be fare and 
laftihg. I am &r from aiferting that all power and 
diftin^ion are founded on this natural bafis. La- 
mentable experience proves the contrary. But, that 
refpedable and amiable qualifies are die primitive 
fources"'^ of authority and pre-exminence ; and, whek 
fredy allowed to exert themfelves, cannot faH to ob- 
uin them, will be as generally acknowledged as it is 
.ccrtaia in fad.* ^ , 

^ Heace it is uTf to accovflt for laooarchiea Uving %ccA jdinbft 
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Nature herfelf, then, has evidentif eftifbliihed tmafiis» 
<>fguous diftm^^ions among men, and prodaceda verf 
temarkable inequality among the indWiduals of our 
i^eaies. We may freely afltiny that if anyfiaoital coo^ 
i|2icuoufly excelled the reft of mankind in every pofiibk 
talent and quality, whether corporeal, intelle&aal, or 
moral, which diftinguifhes the fpecies tn genaral^ aad 
had every poffible oppoxtbnity ofdifplaynigthis perfee* 
tion in all' its luftre^ he would be ratfed, by nature heF- 
felf, as much above the reft (^ his fellow men as thef 
are above the inferior animals, and be as clearly defign. 
ed tolca^ and govern them. Or, if all the above mett- 
ttoned qtialities were the peculiar attributes of any 

fiven number of men, thefe would be marked out by 
)ivinc Providence, as a gloriotis ariftocracy or fenate» 
to prefid^ over the commonity to which they bek>flged« 

every where tke primitive form of goterrnnent. Ai tto focietjr 
^ouid fubfift wiv.hoQt fome direAing powers ami as rude aH4 fav»ge 
liheA were incapa%)e ofexten^iyg t^elr Tievt to tlK>fe more coaip^- 
cated fyfteim which obTerf^atian and txperieace ftlofie can faggeft 
and eilabUih, it watoatvral lor them to pitch on the fimpUft fotaat 
which waa did^ated rather hy lentiment, than by reafbny and Co 
yield that voluntary obedience to a chief, which their admiratios 
of his fvperior ^alitiea .ii^fplred* This flmple form I ailed aft tMg 
as the chief cofttinoed to di%)-ay thefe vtmses^ijind ce aipply ibem m 
ftfcha manner as to coociirate generatbcpcToIcnce. But, aa fo09 
at oppreffiotft rendered him an obj«^ '^of hatred, or weaJtnefs, an 
chytOt of contempt, the evilt experienced poratcd out the se^eAty 
of fecuriAj the pobltc welfare on a ftrmer bafts than die capfi«i*«t 
fkafore of an i^di vidua] $ ami the liabits of Ibciety fuggcAad -mnia 
compUcatjcd. fyAems of goycrnmeot, better adapted to* the; graa^' 
^bje^s of polittcai union* Among boys at fchool, one diftinguiihe^ 
#f 'his cowrage, his fagac1ty,^or his art, commroniy afiTumcs the 
fr.ad, and govcrnt the juvenile commvnity, with 'a-fway- aa-'dc<^ 
tic as that 'o# aivy eafkrn monarch* The cafe it Acarly the faiKt 
4« all voifmurya^iatVuw* 
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For they would be pofleiTed of every qtxalific^tion to dif- 
cern, of every diTpofition to purfue, and, from the williag 
homage and obedience of the reft of mankind, of every 
power to^fecure, the pHblfegbod- Or,' hiftly, if any 
human being were invefted with fuch ftrength and 
agility of body, with ilich c6mpaf$ of ttitderftanding, 
and with fuch complete maftery of his own paflionSt 
as fully to provide'himfelf with every thing neceiTary 
for his fubfiftence, or conducive to his convenience aiid 
comfort, and asneither to be exp^^fed to the injuries bt 
others, nor to be tempted to injure them« nor to be 
SkSe&ed by their misfortunes ; fnch a morjtal would be 
tperfedly independent of the reft of manldnd i and 98 
he needed nolhing from them, io he would, inii# 
fefped whatever! be their debtor. 

But inch charaders a^ thofe above defcribed, have 
sever yec ei^ifted'in the wor|d> and Jnfieed never caa 
•exift. Such an affemblagr of pezfeiUoii is a^t^hdman 
but divine. 
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II? V^re confider the Various talents and modes of «:• 
cellettcc of wliichthe human fpecies is capable, wc 
ihall aekiiowkdge that neither all th6fc,nor any Gonfi. 
derablc number of them,- have ever been found united 
In any bne individual ; nay, that the higheft dcgreea 
bF many Of them arc incompatible with each other* 
For, when diftinguiflicd honors^ or ertenfivc reputar 
tion, are acquired by aiuftrious qualities, we arc not 
thence to Infer that'th^ peffons, to whoni thcTe diftinc- 
'tions aw allotted, fuipaft tht rfcft of mankind ip cvetf 
quality belonging to the fpctcies j but only that thef 
have attained fuperiorlty in fuch, as being more unconi- 
mon, are, on that account, more admired. Thofe 
mechanical arts and inferior virtues, vvithout which 
human fociety could not fubfift» attratil no admiration, 
becaufe they are daily exhibited. Yet the mod illudri- 
0US of mankind ftand more in need of the benefits which 
thefe afford, than their diilinguiflied abilities can conf^^r 
en the humble poffefTors of the former. As thofe en- 
dowed with the qualities moft nece^ary ia human life> 
but of inferior eftinuitioni efpecially fuch as are difplay* 
ed in mechanical labor and art, cannot, from their oc- 
cupations themfelves, afpire at the fublimer and more 
elegant abilities which diAinguiih others ; thefe, oa the 
Other baad^ muft remain deftitute of the more vfeful 
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W9ts. 'Tbttt^htCttrtti meditation^ and fiixjf, without 
Vbich' the faculties of the mind cannot be perfeded* 
seceflarily prevent that (viS, ezercife of the corporeal 
members, which enfures their higheft vigor and agilitj* 
A &nc7 uncom^vonlj lively and bright is adverfe ;to 
thei patient and. accurate refearches of philofophy, and 
to the juft application of the intellect, in the diibovery 
-and developemcnt of truth> and the improvement of 
fcience. That minute attention to calculation, that 
arithmetical ezadlnefs, and that conftant obfervance of 
the unvarying routine of bufinefs, wlxich are neceiTaiy 

> to mercaioile and economical purfuitsr but which pre- 
ifentfia imagery to the m^d, are im^ufpicious to die 

. more elegant enjoyment^ of tafle, and to the cultivatioa 
of the £mc arts. Ther ftjBrn and awful virtues feldom 

'«flb«tatc witbthe gentle and' amialrf^, and, clainupg 
reipcd and TeneTaticn,'feem< to difdain complacency 

: and love. Eveit fi^ne corporeal . petfe^ioms appear, ^e* 
pugnant to others. The moil robiia:confoimationK>f 
the inembers, aifd the Arcngth it produces, are oDt 
eiifily' united with great agility^ and with delicate J-e. 

' finenMnc4n ike «irgaas c^ fenfe. ^ In a wotd,> it appears 
to be the intention of nature, that, although the hxtinan 
faculties are various, and capable of being carried to 
amazing heights of excellence*; yet'thi^ &duld feldom 
be accomplHhed, unlefs when uncommon culture and 
improvement are beftowed on fome particular facultyi 
or at leaftj on a few^factdtiesiiriuch have a- peculiar na- 
tive ftrength. 

Variety of talents is, 'therefore, 'more tpplicablrto 
the fpecies than to individuals. . The feeds of each ^^a« 
we have above obf^rVedyare, perhaps, tift hito every 
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individttal conftimtioh) btit the foil is dUferently tkify* 
led to thetoy and that pBxtitulir poipfer to idiith it is 
favourable, fprings up, ahd, if piroperly cultivatedf 
comes to maturity, fpreads around its branches, aild 
bears abundant frttit. h may be obje^Sted, that it 
feems very prepofteroos to ftippofe the ttfeator linplah- 
ling in any co nftitution the ptinciples of powers, whi<*h 
ixrere never defigned tocome to maturity • But| let it 
be eonfidered that, as the different improvements of 
men depend on Various occurrences, and, as mention- 
ed above, the chafa^eriftical qualities of each individ- 
ual will be in the united degree of their primitive 
fir^ngth, and of the opportunities of culture j it was 
tieceffary that the feeds of each fhould be dropped iti- 
to every human frame, fo that; when favourable cir- 
tumftances concurred, that pbwer which they were beft 
calculated to improve xhight fpring up and flouriAt 
and thus as much human excellence mighty on the 
whole, be produced as the human condition would ad- 
roit. This was, moreover, neceffary in order to con- 
ilitnte that general fimilarity which cfcaradterifes the 
fpecies, and anites th^m together in the bonds of a 
common nature. 

Be this as it may, it is Undoubted that thoie who 
aim at diftinAion, or even at moderate degrees of ex- 
cellence in a great variety of objects, generally exhibit 
a ridiculous figure ; after having waded their time, 
caphatifted their powers, and Aiperinduced on their 
sninds habits of inconftancy and ficklenefs. Even the 
{reateft geniufes, when they leave that particular track, 
. in which indulgent nature had provided them with un- 
fading laurels, and endeavour to invade the province, 
tmdfnatch the rewards of others, while they prefeftt, 
e» the onciiafldy the jm& aftoniiOuDg infta^ces of the 
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ftreagth of ibe btixnan mmd, afibrd, on the other, no left 
convincisg' proofs of its weaknefs and vanity.* Henctt 
tbcne^effity of ea^{} indivi^ufildeToting himfelf to fom^ 
favoaritc ^d ufeful purfuit^ to ^bich every other 
fltould b^fnbfervient, and of applying to the diligent 
diftharge of the duties of that department in whiefi ho 
can prodqce the greateft benefit to maid^iady and ac* 
quir^ the gre^teft bopour tohimfelf* 

ITrom what .has been ia^d in this and the preceding 
chapter, it app^rs, in ihtfirfl place, that nature her- 
felf has, eftabliihed clear and certain di{Uu^ions among 
men, in the various qualities allptt^^ to each individ- 
u^, and in the various opportunities fumiihed them in 
the courftoflifc for tbeJr iinprpvcm^nt. Thcfe o^ 
portunities may occur, though in inferior degrees, in 
the rudefta^ well as in the mod polifhed' ftates of fo- 
clety. It is ty lient^ fic9ndlyi that theie didindio^s 
f oniprehend not the perfediou of all thebuzlian pow-^ 
ers, but the fingular excellence p£ on^, or of a few of 
tb^mi conspicuous in in£viduals« 

• Tkis iDtgtit ke iliiftftraeeii lijr m'vij cx%inpiti of a f^oliA i4Hr . 
tidon ftf uBiferfality #f gMilus. 
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FROM the two faas^eftablifiied in the conclo/iQB 
of the laft cnapter, duly coniidered, it appears to 
me that the jufl[ notion of the natural equalitjr ^f all * 
mankind, as far as relates to their mutual duties,^ is - ca 
be derivcid ; and that, however paradoztcal it nuif- 
&em, an egtiaHty the moft exadl and perfe^, io refj^td • 
of every mor^ and focial ol^igation)*fpritigS'fr9» 
inequality itfclf» 

Human nature is evidently endowed witU a Tai^« 
ty of appetites and defireS) adapted, to the various ^b*. 
Je^^iohW^ capable of fupplying its.want^, .or of. 
furnifliing it with pleafures^^ ..The bpdy. Aaiid^.in . need 
of conftantftipport, which is not to be procured with- 
out conrfidefeble art and labour* This art and labaor 
muft be greatly increafed, if not only ^he necefiariess 
but alfo the cenveniencies and elegancies of life are de- 
(Iredi and the refinements of feiife confidered as objeds 
of purfoit. The (enfes are not only inlets of pleafures 
merely corporeal, but of others alio of a more refined 
and delicate kind, of which the mind under the ifiu- 
ence of fancy, is the chief percipient. Hence they 
open a very extenfive field of human enjoyment, and 
claim the whole compafs of nature to adminifler ma- 
*terials for the fine arts. The mind of man is eagerly 
defirous of knowledge, and wilhes to difcover the rela« 
tioAi^ the caufes and the effcftsi of the Tariotti objcas 
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that ate prefepted to it. Not only corporeal want^ 
and appetites, the fenfes of beauty, of harmony, 
and of magnificence, and the love of knowledge, fub- 
jcdt man to neceffities, which muft be fupplied, or of. 
ler to hrm pleafures which he cannot but defire ; he 
is alio adluated by various affe^ions, fome felfifh and 
fome benevolent, which ferve as conftant fpurs to ac» 
tion, and impel him into various tracks, according to 
the ctifferent epmpl&xions of their obje^s. 

Such is the nature of man ; and from what has 
^dn fatd above,' as well as from other (ioAiiderations 
^n which I (hall ilightly. touch, it is evident, that each 
iadtvidual is infafficient* not only for his own perfec- 
tion, but even for the fupply of his moft urgent necef- 
$ties. The other aAimafs are by nature provided with 
defence and covering, with fubfiftence and ftieltcr. 
They foo» attain the full vigour and the complete ex- 
^cife of their powers, and, without inftrudlion or fiic* 
cpur, can apply them with certainty to their refpedive 
cads. But man, as he enters into the world naked, de- 
fencelefs, and unprovided with fubfiftence, fo,^'ithout the 
afllftancc and (^q-operatioa of his fpecies, he muftev^r 
remain in the moft ^bjedl and comfortlefs condition. 
The inclemency of the feafooSf'the fterility of the earth, 
|he ferpcity o\ favag^ animals, his natural imbcciHty, 
pppofe to his cpipfortable exiftence, fo many and Co- 
powerful obftacle^, ^s hg could never exped of himfelfl 
to furmount. He is aiFquJed by evils which he cannot 
repel, IJubjed to wants which he cannot fupply^ and 
furrounded by objc;fls which he cannot, by his own 
ftrength, convert to his ufe. Deftined for fociety, he 
is immediately throwji on its care, and bound by his 
own weakuefs, io contribute to its ftrengUi* Defign- 
C 
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lid to fttm iSe moft intimate union with his fcUow afca, 
• he is conftituted inifcrable and deftitute without them j 
hut, conftraincd by this .circumftance, to join bis ef- 
forts to theirs, he derives the moft aftoniftiing acquired 
power from his natural imbecility. Furnifhed with 
capacities greatly fuperior to inftinA, he at firft exer^ 
ctles them in a manner greatly below it ; 5in<, fomi«J* 
for fnfinite improvement, he. proceeds from the fmali- 
eft beginnings j but can neither begin nor proceed witli- 
mit the co-operation of his fellow men. 

What multiplication of ingenuity, what combination 
©f induftry, what concurrence of different abiKties^ are 
jrcquifite not only to carry to perfeftion^ but even to 
invent and exercife, with any tolerable degree of dex- 
terity, thofe mechanical arts and employments, which 
exalt the citizen above the favage, which fweeten and 
cmbellilh focial life, which fumilh all that variety of 
convenience and pleafure we daily behold and enjoy* 
snd which, from die moft helplefs of the animal crea«< 
tion, render man the lord of the world. Will the fb- 
veft be felled and moulded into furniture, the quarry 
be dug and poliQied into materials for building, the 
toSivOi drained and converted into arable land, the 
overflowing river confined to its proper channel, the 
inferior creatures conllrained to fuccour human weak* 
nefs by their fuperior ftrength, or their fpoils be manu-- 
faiftured into clothing ; will the fuperfluities of one 
country fupply the deficiencies of another} and naviga- 
tion unite the moft diftant regions by the mutual and 
permamenc ties of beneficial commerce ; will all. this, 
ftnd much more, which I forbear to enumerate^, be 

iMcomfliihed without the united and juftly regulated 
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ieffoitsef thehiUnahfpecies, and the'eqoal applicatioci 
of the talents cf each to the conmion intereft ?* Will 
ihe fecret fprings of nature be expk>redi» and the laws, 
Mjiich fhe obfer^es through all her different provinces, 
be inYefiigatedy nnlefs time ^nd opportunity are fur« 
nifhed . to the acute and the ingenious^ by means of a 
eommodfons fubfiftence provided for them, by the 
labour and induAry of ihofe wfaofe faculties ave le^ 
refined and exalted ? 

Thus it appears that, as each individual is totally 
infufficient for his own happinefsy fo he muft depend, 
in a great mealure, on the ailiftance of others for its 
attainment ; and that however much any one may con- 
tribute to the benefit of his fellow men, by the excellence 
and fplendor of his abilities, whether natural or ac* 
-quired, ^e derives from them as much as he can be- 
&0Wf and frequently much more Uian he gives. 

If the uniqn of all, then, be ntceffary for the fufte- 
Bance, the convenience and the happinefs of each i^i- 
dividual, and each individual can, in his turn,«cdnui- 
bute confiderably to the common welfare, it follows, 
as a neCeflkry confequence of this determination of 
nature, that order and fubordination mud be introdu* 
ced, by which the different members of the communi- 
ty niay have their proper talks allotted to th em, the 
' talents of each be direded to their proper obje^s, in- 
' ju^ceand violence be reftrained, and as great a fum 
of coming felicity be produced, as the condition of 
' humaaity will permit. Hence, hew channels are cut 
©ut fw abilities, namely, thofe which ^re excrcifed.ia 

*St9 SAith^i Wealth of Na(ioii«, Book x. 
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4pffi«es»of power and authority. . Asr«2£)ii, howevcti 

.loudly didales the inilitutrou of thefe for the cpinmoa 
good of the human race ; fo flie . requires that they fall 
to the lot of thofe who are qualified to difcharge them. 
When this aftually takes place, the order of nature is 

. ©Werved^ and ail its happy confequences enfue. Wkea 
this ordicr i& overturned, aiid the different departmciits 
offQciety».but efpecially thofe of the higheft dignity 
and ufe> .are committed to fuch as . are incapaUe of 
difcharging tjie duties of them, ail the dtfmal e^^fts'of 
faliy, injudice, and confufiont are fpread through' the 
whQie of the focial firame, and the e^vik of that inequa- 
lityy which the corrupcioa and blindnefs of mankind 
have introduced, arc fevcrcly felt. When the talents and 
meri ts of men arc alio wed their free courfe, are perjBaitted 
a fair field for their exercife, and are not deprived of 
tlioferewards which are by natureannexed to themi tha-< 
.never can be any ground to complain .of inequality 
amoog men. For, however unequal their abilities and 

* ^ppoctunities may bain themfelves, the moft perfeA 
equality ^ xifts in tb^e difiribution of the rewards and 
9Mivantages annexed to each by the conftitution of na- 
Ktire. 1 he good effects of univerfal induftry, and the 
proper application of the powers of every individual^ 
fci as to produce the greateft good upon the whole* are 
then felt through all the focial body. Every pezfixi 
^oCe^s that degree of wealthj of conlideration^ aiitd^pf 
honor, to which he is entitled by his honeft induftry^ 
4»r by his fer'vices to the public. The adive and nobl^ 

' nkinded exert all their powers for the common welfare, 
in tii« moOi efficacious and illufirious manner. The 

. indolent and felfifh are conflrained, by the indigence 
-iud contempt into whUb they" muft otherwile ii^ to 
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^Ccrfitnbtttc tKtJr fhare tc it. But, when p^Ht^era'hJ 

• riches aie employed to fruftrate virtue of the refpea 
which is its due ; abilities, of the diflindtion ani loHn- 

"dnce which they juftly claim ; and hone»l inJullry, of 
its fia rural fruits, a mo ft fhocking inequality takes place^ 
which can ' only fubfift in ccnjunflion -with the rnoll 
odious tyranny.' In proportion as this opprefTion pre* 
▼ails which throws the principal advantages of fociety 
into the hands of a few, by no means the mo \ refpec* 

* table of its members, and renders it a patrimony and 
inheritance, of which they may difpofe at pleafure, 
ibciety is corrupted and miferable. In proportion a«« 
diat ineqiiality is maintained, which the Creator has cf. 
tabliftied, aftd which confifts, not in all the. raembcrr, of 

,the ibcial body being placed on a level, but in mutual 
d?j5endance and parity of obligation among all, amidfl 
'^ variety of diftinAions, conditions, and ranks, fociety 
i$- happy, free, and fioufifliing, fecuring to each indi* 
▼rdual the full enjoyment of all his natural advantage"*, 
cnfuring to the public the complete product of the ef* 
forts of all well direded and juftly' combined ; nni - 
ting all the members of the focial body hj the ties of 
mutual intcreft jnd benevolence, and preferving as 
tHuch liberty as is cOxifiiUnt with £ivil union. ' ^ 

*^ In fuch a happy ftate of things, whatever form.Vof 
' ftbordination may exifli, as|hete is a mutujndep^ijd- 
" ance among all the parts of the focial body ; fo there 
is not the finalleft ground for pripe ai^d infolenci,^o« 
tKe one hand, or for degradation apfi /^ebafcment^of 
fcntiment, on the other. Are any txalted^ibove ottiers 
ty the fuperioritj of their mental powers, Ihey are in- 
ferior to theni ih other qualities, which are abiblutely 
Hiceffary t0 the fupport and conTcnicnce cf life. It' 
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one excels m ufcful qualities, another is diftinguifhed 
by agreeable and fhining ones ; and, a:s pleafure with* 
out utility, IS pernicious, fo utility, without pleafure* 
beccnies languid and infipid. If one is exalted 
!o power, or illuftrious by fame, thofc who faithfully 
ciicharge the duties of an humble and obfcure ftation, 
enable him to fulfil the duties of his more confplcuous 
one, and contribute ti) his exaltatipn, by occupying 
ihofe parts of the general fy Rem, without which the 
hightr orders could not fubfift, and by paying him that 
deference and refpe<5t to which his merit is entitled. 
If 6nc is eminent by his wifdom and fagacity, by his 
genius and wit, by his knowledge and erudition j an* 
other is no lefs diRinguifhed by his adivity and (Irengthr 
by his fkill and dexterity, by his induftry and labour. 
If one is venerable by his elevation of foul, by his gen- 
erOiGty, public fpirit, and intrepidity ; Mother is ami- 
able by his gentledefs and complaifance, by hispattence^ 
modefly, and meeknefs ; and, if the former qaalitie& 
are the ornaments, the latter are the great fwe^tners, of 
life, while both, operating in conjundion, ftipply rail-' 
tual defe<fls, and impart mutual ftreng^th and embel}lfli- 
lorient. If thofe who fill the higher ftations in a becom- 
ing manner, confer the greateft benefits on their fellow 
irien, they are equally indebted to them for their fup- 
port. If the latter ftand in^need of the judgment and 
penetration of the former ; In order to devife the beft 
plans of profecuting the public good, and of main- 
taining the general fafety ; thefe, ag;4in, ftand ianeed 
of their refolution and diligence to carry their plans 
into execution. If fome contribute to the in(lru6tion 
and iniprovement of their fellow men, by teaching and , 
illujlriiting the grand principles of virtue* on which the - 



AK ESSAY, kc. 51 

welfare oFfociety is principally founded, thoie who en- 
joy the benefit of their inftrudions, torn thcna to their 
profit, by pra<5lifing towards them the virtues which 
they inculcate* If one clafs of men maintain good ©r- 
der and peace, and another exercife all the elegant and 
uieful arts of foeial life, there are others who fecure 
ihefe enjoyments and advantages againft external mva. 
fion, and offer their blood as their contribution to 
xbfi common interefl. 

As, in the human body> therefore, the welfare of 
the whole depends upon that of each individual roefr 
ber, and that again is nece/Tarily affecfled by whatever 
affcds the whole fyftem ; and there is thus a mutual 
dependance and fympathy among all the parts ; fo, iii 
fociety, every individual having a particular portibn of 
talents, and, if prcJperly placed, a particular ftation^ 
conformable to this, allotted to him, becomes neceL 
fary to the welfare of the whole community, and as he 
affeds, is likewife afieded by, its profperity or detri- 
ment* All are united by mu^ai dependance and fug- 
port: break but one Unk of the chain, and the reft are 
of no ufe, or, at lead, are depriiced of much advantage 
and comfort, which is enjoyed when the ibcial feries ii 
complete* 

Nor ought it to bealledged, that many of thofe wanti, 
^hich cannot be fupplied but In fociety, are not the 
wants of nature, but are merely adventitious, and gen- 
erated m that fociety, the neceiSty of which they are 
produced to pro^* We readily grant, that in refined 
and highly poliflied ftatcs of civilized life, where luzurf 
bu luiiyerfAUj 4iffuftd iu eSemiiuting influence^ many 
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iKrantsaodddfires ^ikre geiiersiteclr^btcb aw not onljr 
QOt agreeable to nature, but repugnant to human per- 
fedion and felicttr. Let it bowever be obferved, that 
this pernicious tendehcy to human bjpptnefs, begins bf 
loofeoing thafe ties wbich knit men moft firmlf toge- 
ther. It is felfifh, not focral, enjoyments ^which are 
fnoft adrerfe to human perfedion, and man begins to 
injure bis own happincfs, by feparafiilg it fiom |he 
general g©od. It is undoubted, that all the original 
power&pf human nature are carried to the higbeft per- 
feaion in fociefey, and droop andlan^ift m foHtudc. 
T^at ftate, furely, which is moft pepfejftivc of «¥ery 
buman faculty, is the moft natural, and it is only by tile, 
firangeft perverfion of terms and ideas that the cootra- 
xycan be aflerted. But the perfeaioa of the toi«l 
ftate cannot be attained, without the mutual depend- 
ance of mankind, in that extenfive fcnfe in wbich Iha« 
^hibited it. That dependance is, therefore^ fottnd<s4 
ui |;he cOaftttuUoi| oCuature itfelil 
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IT is evidently the intention of Divine Providence 
"in beftowingupon different perfons different pow- 
'€Ts and abilities, to point them out for diff^ent Na- 
tions and circumftances, to affign to them different du* 
^ties ^nd taiks, and thus to promote nK>ft effcfluallf 
the welfare of the humail fpecies* By this fcheme, it 
is isiiqu^ftionable, nuiny more advantages are ^DbtaineeU 
'Wilh regard to the beft: interefts of mankind, than coi.Id 
have been fecured by difpenfing the fame portion 6f 
ability ami virtue, that diftinguifhes our Ijpecies, eta 
toy other plan whatever. For every particular talent 
is thvLs cultivated with greater fuccefs, when it oct«. 
Jnesthe conftant and habitual attention of its poffeffor» 
than ircould have been if he had been overloaded with 
a multiplicity of employments, or diftraded by the ex- 
crcife of various abilities. A greater fum of excellence 
ja thus produced in the fpecies, and of confequence, its 
perfection and happinefs is more effedually promoted^ 
By this plan of didribution, moreover, opportunities 
. arc afforded for the exercifc of many virtues, which 
could not have otherwife e:iifted. Thus, were all 
equally wife and learned, no opportunity cotild be af« 
forded for difplaying either a communicative or a do- 
cile difpofition* Were all equally ricK, or equally 
powerful^ neither^nerofity nor gratitude could be c». 
ekcd^ and, a^ there could be no demand for fuccouv 
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•ndproteAkmy on the one han^fe, on the olb^, tlMnr 
wouldbenooccaflonfor condefcpnTion and fjmpathy* 
Finally, manUnd by being rendered ^bfolately neceffik 
ry to each othery are conftrained to maintain a mutual 
incerconrfe of good offices; and fociety ii thus united 
by fbe firmed and mod lading bonds. 

In fady this diverfity of talents and virtues appears 
to be the chief circumftance which qualifies men for a 
focial and political eziftence« Were all endowed with 
the fame definite portion of powers, <^f whauver kind» 
to what purpofe would men aifociate^ fince they would 

* derive little more from their union than they in- 
dividually poflefFed? An accumulation of mciae 
ftrength would be the only effed of combined powcxi^ 

* in the (ame manner that fix horfes can draw a greater 
weight, and to a greater diftance» than two. This 
diverfity of abilities, by rendering mankind mutually 
dependant from their detached weaknefs, becomes the 
ftronged motive to afibciation, the mpft powerful bond 
of fociety, and its greated excellence and perfe^tioiiy 
when it is properly arranged. Without this, and on 
the fuppofition that the fame fpecific qualities were^ 

.as in the brutes, allotted to each individual, sMnore per- 
fe^ equality would indeed be edabliflied ameng all the 
members of the fpecies ; but it would be an equality 
ufeleis for every purpofe of alfociation, and would ferve 
rather to feparate than to unite them. This circuni- 
fiance I am inclined to think, has not hitherto been fuf- 
fieiently eonfidered, at lead not in the Hght in which 
I have reprefented it. In jihis light, thofe pleas of fape* 
noT wifdom, . or of fupeiior power, which Aridot le/ 
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and fomc late writers, who appear not very favorable 
totfae caufe of equal freedom, have vofgtd aa^the foua» 
dations of the dominion of one part of mankind ov«r 
ehe reft, are deftitute of all force. For, if thefe pleas 
ihonld be admitted, even in their utmoft extent, they 
wM fnmifli no ground for independant dominion and 
fuperiority, unlefs it can be proved, at the fame time, 
that the pofTeffors of thefe qualities are equally endow* 
ed with every other which is neceflary or conducive to 
human felicity. Should the wifdom and the ftresgth 
(as is commonly^he cafe) be found indifferent fub* 
jeds, it will remain ^ to be decided to which the fu- 
periority is to be affigned, and what particular degree 
of each oftheie qualities is necefTary to conditute a 
rightful claim. Art and ingenuity may likewife fyp* 
pe& themfelves entitled to fome portion of dominion, 
fioice it is undoubted that their influence is very confid- 
•rable in the affairs of life. In this manner, every 
thing is thrown into confufion, and no clear notion of 
righi is any where left. But, by the view we have 
tsScen of the fubjed, (which will, I Matter myfelf, be 
found to be the true oi^e) every man acquires a cleax^nd 
> definite claim according to the portion he contribute" 
to the general welfare, a mod falutary equality is (ii 
left amogg mankind, and the community is knit togethe; 
by tiesTirtuch cannot be di/Tolved, without the deftruc 
tionof general and particular happinefs. In a word 
the flighted contemplation of human nature convince 
us that man is defigned by his Creator for (bciety, an( 
as this wat his deftination, he is fo conftituted as ti 
be impelled towards it by all his propex^fities and pov^ 
ers, and linked to it by all his wants and enjoyment 
with whatever abilities he may be endowedt or i 
whatever .ftation he may be placed. 
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Tic jujl Notion of th natural .>EQyAi,iTy of mew 

1/ placed in k^uality of obligatioh.'— f^^tf 

frofcr TEHpmCY of thii doctrinp. 



FROM what has been already faid, it will now faf- 
ficiently appear, that the moft perfea: equality of 
obligation, of benefits received and returned, fubfifts 
among all the members of fociety, of whatever denom- 
ination or degree, who feithfiilly difcharge their duties ; 
that that dejpendance, which the prpud jan^ th^ power- 
ful are fain to limit to one fphere and ftajiot), runf 
phrough all alike, and that independence, at which all 
afpire, is no where to be foupd amon|; roeii. For al-' 
though any human being ftould be pofTeflcd of every 
imaginable perfeftion and advantage; yet 'while he 
lives in fociety^ and aSnndantly fatisfies all his focial 
prppenfities, froin which the fublimeft' plpafures of hu- 
man nature are derived, he receives from mankind 
fuch an ample portion of happinefs, that he is bound 
to compenfate it by every return, whic|i the utmoft 
exertion' ofhis abilities can enable him to make. From 
}}is elevated fuperioricy he is thus obliged (o defcend to 
^e equality of a citizen, and of a mat(. 

In the eye of reafoni therefore, and of the Univer-i 
fal Parent, „eveiy honeft ftation of life is equally ho- . 
norable, fmce they are all UjLit parts of the ||^at (o- 
pi4 body wbidKhifi wifdom has planned, and his f^^t 
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er pireferves* In this view^ no iiainaa cres^tlre is more 
or lefs worthy than another, but in as far as he dif- 
charges or negledts the part allotted to him, and aug« 
xnents *pr dimini(hes the fum of general felicity ; or at 
he occupies a plabe which he ts incapable of filling, 
deprives others pf their juft ftation, fnatches frena 
them the rewards to wjiich they are entitled-, or pre- 
Tents them from performing the duties of the flatioa 
in which they are placed, and of the fphere in which 
th.ey move. ; 

The principles above eftablifhed are widely dififer- 
cat from thofe which pride and tyranny embrace and 
inculcate. If men are endowed with fuperior abilities, 
or raifed to an exalted ftation, they will not eafily ad- 
mit that, between them and their inferiors, the depcn* 
d^nce and the obBgatioh are reciprocal. Unlefs they 
are diftinguiflied by peculiar gcnerofity of feniiment 
they will confider ii as no very pleafing do<ftrine that, 
b^Jtween 'the fovereign and the fubjedl, the magiftrate 
"and the people, the great and the mean, the rich and 
the. poor, the acute and the dull, the learned and the 
ignorant, there is no difference but in the pofFeffion oF 
different powers, and in the difcharge of different of- 
fices peculiar to each capacity, and ufeful to all ; and 
that, if the firft have a juft demand on the fecond for 
fubmiffion and obedience, for honor and .refp^(ft, for 
convenience and eafe, the fecond have as juft a claim 
on them for proteflion and defence, for the adminif- 
tration of juftice, and the prefcrvation of equal liberty, 
for the fupply of their wants and the relief of their dif- 
trefles, for ' inftruition and good example. Pride and 
tyranny would place, oh the one fide, all honor and 
rcfpedl, and nothing l)Ut difregard and contempt oh 
D 
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tbc other $ here» all oppref&on and violeftce, and tberei 
ftU patienct and fubnaiffion ; here, all convenience and 
pieaiure, fttid tWe^ all labour and indigence ; herje 
woald hare the fmalleft affiftance to be coniidered ^ 
an efttmal obligation, and there, the greateft fervices 
to pafs for indifpenfible duties. With fuch fentiments, 
ft is no wonder that the mutual dependance and obli* 
gatioD of men ihould be rejefted as a dangerous and 
odious dodlrine, equally fubverfive 0f public order, and 
of private right. Thofe who think and z€t in this 
manner, either making no returns for the benefits they 
receive fromfociety, or poflefling no capacity to make 
litem, are eager to reprefent every notion of mutual 
obligation and equality among misn, as imaginary and. 
prefumptuous, and to oblige the world to look on them 
as its eftablifhed lords. But fuch opinions can never 
retain their influence* when knowledge has begun t^ 
Aiake any progre(s, and mankind to underftand their 
own nature and dignity. The bodies of men caii 
never be enflaved, when their ininds are free ; and the 
moft diligent care of all delpot^, of whatever rank or 
denomination» ever has been, and ever muft be, to keep 
mankind in ignorance. As foon as knowledge dif- 
fufes her light over die dungeon in which they are en^ 
chained, the doors are thrown open, and their chains 
fall 6ff. In fa^, pride and tyranny, hj deftroying th^ 
mutual ojiligatton, and that juQ equality which we 
have now efiablilji^d, fap the very pillars which- fup- 
portgreatitefs and difplay fpkndor. For, if there is no 
mutual obUgatton*^eio parity of right, then power, op, 
the one hand, and Weaknefs on the other, are the. only 
bonds of ibcial pr dvil union. It is eafy to fee wherei 
in fuch circumftances, the greatcft power will be found j 
wbe^ier In the haflds 4>f iJ»e poor, the mean, the ilKt^, 
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mte } or in thofe 6f the rfch» ^grett, the learned, 4wl 
the ingenious. Bat if the grand principle of equaiity gf 
obligation, and 6f mutaal dependance, is adopted in 
opinion, as it is eftaUilhed in nature, if ftations and o(* 
fices are neither ithjuftly ufurped, nor th«r duties pert 
fidioufly and weakly performed, the obligation to obe- 
dience and fubmiflion is as ftrong cm inferioM, as 
that of juftice and difintereded *zcal fbr the paUic 
good is on rulers and magifttates ; and the hoQor ob- 
tained by diftinguifhed abilities is equally due to their 
poflejQbrs, as the fruits of their honeft labour are doe 
to the lower orders of the community. This principle 
places the fabric of fociety on a firm and lading foun- 
dation, .and all the parts of the building, however dif- 
ferent in point of fplendor and ornament, are fo clofely 
connedled, and fo neceffary to the whole, that none of 
them can be removed or defaced, without injuring ^e 
beauty or the folidity of the ftrudure. This equally 
balances all the parts and members of the focial bodyi 
makes pre-eminc?nce itfelf emerge ^omcommon in.t^'r« 
eft,"* and again depreflcs that feparate independence 
which pre-eminence would affulne, by referring it to 
thatcolleftiVe'po^^er from which it is wholly derive J. 
A conftant balance, and rca^ton of obligation and 
duty, is thus maintained through all the departments 
"of fociety, (ittiilar to what w^ obferve in nature. As 
exhalations and vapours from the ocean and the lower 
parts of the earth, refiing on the tops of mouutains, 
fornithe fprings whenee are derived |he livers that if^ater 
and fertilize the different regions ef the globe, ai(td re- 
turn at lad into the oceao» and thus a conftant circu^ 
lation is maintained ; fo the more eleiwl^ fpfaere of 
fociety derive their political exifteAce and esei-gy from 
the general n&afs, and, if properly filled^ diSufed^ngh 
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tiie whole foetal hody a ialutarf bfiueoce^ which again 
ferrti to mamtain their dignity and fplendor. The 
indiiriduols thitt'oceupy thefe fpheres, detached from 
focietyi and eonfidered merely as individuals of the ho- 
maa race» dffe entrtled to no diftindion or fuperfority^ 
but what anfes from corporeal or mental qiialitiest 
which are the diftin^ions of nature. But viewed in 
their connexion with the political body, they claim 
their pfe»eminence and power, on the fame principle 
by which ibctcty is held together, namely, that the 
general good mad limit, tlie pretenfions of individuals* 

This is that equality of mankind, which has been fo 
often air«!rted^ but isieldom well underilood — an equal- 
"//> which, the proud and tyrannical difdain, becaufe it 
oppoies their felfiihnefs or indolence*-— an equality which 
tiirbulent and deligning men are fain to abufe as an 
engine for overturning regularity and government, 
and for introducing that anarchy in the midd of which 
they themfelves are to rife. It is an tquality which 
implies fubordination-^ an equality of wants, with a 
^direrfity of means of fupplying them — ^an equality of 
obligation, with different modes of difcfaarging it. It 
4s an equality whicl;, by rendering all equally necef&ry» 
makes all, who faithfully difcharge their dutiest, equsd- 
ly honorable in the fight of God ; but, by requirin|; 
higli^r and lower ftations, and various diftindions and 
•^eres, eftabliihes different degrees of refpedabilit^ 
and honor among niexu It as an equalify which de* 
grades none but the tyrant, the ruffian, the thief, the 
.voluptuary, and the fluggard ; an^ exalts all, but theie, 
to the ennobling dignity of conftituent members of 
the grand community of mankind, axul of felloW la- 
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bqurers wkh God in advancing the felicity of Ms morai 

aad ioteU^diial creation* 

^ Not lefs abfard tban pcrnicioiist therefore^ ts that k- 
^▼elling notion, wrbich' cottfounds all dtftindions and 
ranks, annihilates fubordination> and deAn^s that juft 
-^qyaiity which is founded in nature, and in human 
liappinefs.- While this frantic opinion is dtred^ly con- 
trary to the appointment of God 10 the eftahttfiiHieac 
of fociety, and horribly deftru^ive in its confequences, 
it commonly tends, like every other extravagant and 
vicioas pafl[Ion» to frttftrate its own gratification. 
Taking ikentioufnejs for liUrtyy it becomes the greateft 
promoter of defpotifm. For, as nothing has brought 
religion more into difrepute, than bigotry, &&adciUnt 
•and hypocrify, which have fo often aiTumcd that vene- 
rable and facred name ; and as nothing ha^ brought 
io much diijgrace on philofophy, both in ancient *ix\A. 
modem times, as the profligate lives of pretended phi- 
loibphers ; io iiccntioufrefsy appearing under the difguife 
of IHerfyy has a diredl tendency to render it either 
odious or contemptible. The tyrannical oppreffors of 
their fellow men, and their fervile abettors, eagerly 
lay hold ^f the horrid excefles which licentioufneft 
produces, and at^hich they fecretly rejoice, as infideh 
delight m the corruptions of religion ; paint them with 
the deepeft colours of an inflamed imagination ; and 
afcribe them with triumph to thofe principles of true 
Uberty, to which they are fo repugnant in their origin, 
and fo pernicious in thdr confequences. The ignorant 
multitudct incapable of dtftinguifliing appearances from 
realities, haftily admit both the aflertion and its infer- 
ence» and fcek refuge from anarchy in the chains of 
defpetiim« The wifC; howetcr, and the good« will 
Da 
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equally guard agcioft the viid declW^M^ of the de 
mugoguey and the crafty infinuations of the tyrant * 
will hold fad thrfe eternal principles of equity which 
God has imprefTed on their fouls» and» if they cannot 
^▼ince their trutbf or inculcate their practice on mao- 
Icmdt will deplore the blindnefs and the corruption of 
their fpecies, and pray that the Father of Light may 
at laft unfold a day of knowledge and fcirenity, 
when the benignant voice of truth ^IhaU neither he 
iiifled by tjbe, inaeodate of tyranny, nor drowned by 
the acclamationjB of tumult ; when the pow<^r of op* 
|>r^(Son fhall be .e^ctinguifhed together with the d^fire 
of it; when freedom fhall be eftabllfhed on Afi baiis 
of fubordination, and fecured by obedience to law j 
when m^ &all be attached to juftice by the permanent 
Ueffings W lecortty and peace 
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CHAPTER VL 



HAVING, in the preccfcKiig chapters, oylai&ed 
the chief foundation on which it may be nffeited 
tb^t all inen are equal, in asftr as relates to everf 
Ibdiil and ctvd doty, I (hall now Briefly point cot fe* 
veralx>ther refpedts^in which the iquaiity ofsunlind 
it farther evident. 

L. AU xnen are endowed with the fame fra^e of 
ho4f^ and with the fame general eonftitutionof ^nd« 
Notwldlftanding the diverfities which obtain among 
indiyidnalst in point of higher or lower degrees of ex* 
celknce In anjr of the original faculties of our nature, 
alltliefpecies,exc(;ptii^ fome uocomnoon andmonftrous 
ijaftances. is c^iai^^erifed by the famie members and or- 
gans of body, and by the fame faculties^ propenfities 
and afiMlMM^ of foul. , Does the richeft, the moft pow* 
erfiil, the moft beautiful, the moft ingenious aonong 
the fons of men, feel lefs the fenfe of hunger and thirft, 
of cold and pain, than thofe of contrary defcrlpiions | 
or are thefe laft lefs diftinguiCbedthan the foi:pier, by the 
general conftrudion and organs of the human frame ? 
Do not the rich and the poor, the obfcure and the^ ele* 
yated, come into the World in the fame ftate ol'imbecility 
and. wretchedneft? b the infam of opulent parenu 
pofleffed.pf. greater vigor, or does he require lefs die 
afSftance of tfaofeonwhofecarehe h immediately caftf 
then the infant of the'pesj&nt or the begjg^ } t^an lia 
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ilreadycRAeiMnd provide his food, ufe his Iim1i6» defend 
bim&lf froin danger, audy by his hereditar)r todepen* 
dence, ▼indicate die true fuperiority of his coBditioc I 
So far is any of Chefe Ivom b€tng the e^fe, that, if there 
is any diflPerence in thefe refpe^ between him and 
the infant 6f ineatier rank, it is sA in favor of die latter. 
Tbf 8y from the lirong and healthy conftitution of his 
parents, brings along with him a frame naturally vi- 
gorous and raboft> and reqniriiig- only the xnoft ot^i. 
nary care for its noorifhsDenty its prefervation, and its 
final maturity. The. other often inherits from tfaefe 
who begat hini» aficidy and (lender conft^tion, which 
tbe atnoft attentipn ami affiduity can hardly preferve 
from extinction in the nioinent of birth, and afcetwards 
morefreqooiAly debiliute Chan ftrengthen. 

Again, the fame natural principles, propenfiues and 
ftffeflions, operate on ail tnanieind with different degrees 
6f force, according to their difFerentfitnalions. All 
'men, mi whatever rank or cohdition, ate ftrongly adn- 
ated by a principle of felf-preferp^tionibj^' the love of 
U^ty, by die defire of pieafui>e msd an averfion to 
^aifv hy the lbv(; 6f foclety ahd^a diffike of folttude, by 
the parental, con/ugat and- filial attachinencs; fey a 
fenfe of honor, by refentment of injuries, and by a 
certain affedion for iheir country; None are deftitute 
^f (ome percepdoA dfbeanty,, order, and magnificence 
in the works of nature and art, and none, bnt fuch as 
are mdnftroufly corrupted, are mfenfible to the eternal 
diftiixdions of right at(d wrong, of virtue and vice^ 
of troth and error, in huihan^ judgments and onions. 
Even the moft ftupid, ignorant and perverfe oJP the 
human fpectes,.differ,/in' 'this refpedt, from 'the brutest 
that ^ iChey ssmemtier the^aftf and andcipate the ft« 



tare, & ihtf are capablet^fennlDg an9 piiifiiih|; ftme 
j^an *dr life, of conctiving^ fbine fyftem of ^ppincft 
which thty defire to .attaiii^ ot fomtt image of mlikrf 
which diey endeaTor to ateid. ^ Ho human being there* 
fore, enjoys or {ntkrs likd the infmor aiuinal% a€CM% 
ding to the blind itapulfes of appetke^ ortfae uos^^tibi* 
pated impreffions of fenfey but has fon^ previous delibf 
ratibil *and choice^ ^th regard, let the ohjeds of deGre 
and averfi6a. Every • n^ortal aUb ftel$ thati by the 
bitth-rightofhdinan ntture^ ht is entitled to certaim 
r^fyy of Wlneh he cannot be deprived widioiic leafing 
to be a inkn, «r without envying the .condition of the 
inferior creitureStf Thefe ztt, the common flaatures of 
humanity whrch ebaradtertee all die fpedes, and eftab- 
lift among tbein ib many points of equality. 

II. ^U wm ^re equal in being equally expoied to 
viciffitudes . $|id to 4eatb. To att;empt any proof of 
thefe fadsi would be nugatory and , ridiculous. But 
the e^>afequie]^ce$ to be deduced from th^m, with ref- 
pe&^lo |he light in which the different orders and d^f- 
ciiptions of men ought to view each other, are not fo 
evident) or at leaftpoflefs iu>t that* influence over the 
hearty to which tj^ey are in re^on entitled.; For» if the 
mod e:$alted of mankjn^^ muft» as well a& !;he loweft» 
fubmit to the ftroke of death, and moulder the prey of 
worms in the grav^ if this: event equally; hangs over 
his head every moment, and when it happens, miift 
flrip him of every external * diftindlion, can any preten* 
fions be more abfurd than thofe of pride, which are 
folely founded on a pre-emltaence fO tratifieVit and un- 
certain ? For any one, therefore, to value, himfelf on 
fnch tranfitory diftin^ions, is as ridiculous as it v^uld 
be for a traveller to imagine himfelf proprietor of 
every field through which he pafTed. 
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Befidef,^e ftai^«m whiphdifcTimiiiale thadtiNMSitt 
<iTdirs of focittjy ar^ by no means permanently at: 
tflfcbddto any number of individuals that may tov 
trnjoy them, or to their defcendcnts. They are fubjeA 
•to many viciffitudes, aiid have a eooftant .uadency. tQ 
change* As the parts of material nature are in per- 
petuij fluftuation^ and are femetimes altered by fe- 
cret and filent decays, fometimes by violent contul- 
iions, hy.tcmpefts, hiHricanesr.inundation$t earth^oakes 
and voicanosy fo tht various orders of fociety are ex* 
pofed to conftant changes, partly by fudden and vio- 
lent agitations, partly by thofe fecret, but certain cau* 
'fesy which are continually operatipg ^e exaltation or 
the defir^on of men* Fof^dgn wars or domeflic 
commotionsf ligiial: calamities or^uncpnimoflL proTper- 
- iff, IQilftnom virtues or £age«at vices, prcim^ the 
mod wonderftil idterations in h^imaii ^foitaQi^. liea* 
ving the public tranftAions erf* our dwn times, which 
fumifh mod ftriking proofs of this faftf what number' 
lefsinftances croud into the mind white it ref olves tbt 
events of ancient or modern hiftory I 

Tortutiafaevo laeta negotio et. 
• * Luduih tufolentem ludere pertinax^ 
^ Tranfmutat incertos hottoresy 

Nunc mihi nunc alii benigna^^ 

Hoa. Od* 1. ill. ag. 

*Forfortwi« «vcreh«iigiii| 4a»r 

Ittrfot^es her OMltcioat j|oy» 
And coaft^Bt plap bcr haoglMy gilBti 

Frciid <if lifi oflke to Mroy-^ 
Today to SBC her liouiity Aiws^ 
. . Aa4 now «Mftkl»t Ibe t)i«;bli4b«ll<nw* 
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There is, befide^ In every ftatiofi a certain tenden- 
eytochange^and the fanne caufes tkat produced the 
deration of the higher aiders of raen, are iillpercepti- 
blf open^t^g alih IQ. favour of pthers placed in inferi- 
or conditioos* A$a^proJ€6Ule» when it has reached 
iu bigheft poiat of elevation, begins irnmediatelf to 
diefcendy.and continues its courfe downwards with an 
accelerated velocity ; fo there appears to be a certain 
point .of exaltationt beyond which human grandeur 
•cannot proceed^ and which, by being |;he termination 
of fplendor, becomes the beginning of dedine;i and of 
ii)ial precfpitadon. On the other hjand, as the feed of 
a tree* from the moment it is dropped into the grounds 
h continually expanding, and receiving from the earth 
newadditions to its j^rowth, till it mingle its branches 
with the clouds, andc<3dnsr the foil with its (hade ; An 
like manner, among the lower otdtrs of men> there are 
erident principles of increafe and ameUoration of 
their condition, whidi fail not to ^operate fnccefsfully 
idien they are favoured by npportm^ies* 
I 

For, what are the vic^ whid^ are apteft to infeft 
elevated and aflaent circtimftances ; and what the vir* 
toes which an humbk and hard lot moft eaGly engea* 
dersand.cheriflies? In the former, we often behold 
pride, which eircttes indignation and hatred, and, con* 
feqnently, combinations to repr^s it. We behold Iva^^ 
nry and extravagance, which wafte rapidly the mpft 
fplendid fortupesg and uocapacitate for exerticm and 
aAtvity, We befa^d carelelTnefi »id inattentio^ 
ytbkh allow people's* affairs to mn into diforder, and 
^ccaiioi^irrepar^le coofiifton at laft. We often b^ 
hold, extortion, opprefHon, and flagrant aba(e tjf pow-( 
efy in Vder to retrie?e broken circamftanc«t| which 
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hfiiftea.yie nun they ;ire employed to prrraity and pro- 
duce indelible difgrace. 

In an humble and fevere lot, t^e frccfcfendf 'fte hn- 
fnllity and modefty, which never fail to concSiate 
coroplacenqr. -We fee patienc^ and frugality, of 
which the former renders the h^rdeft condition tolera- 
fcle, and the latter draws cafe from penury. We fee 
jnduftry, and a fuccefsful exertion of abilities, which 
firft make men ufeful and in<^penfibly neceflary even 
to their fiipeiiQrs ; then ^ring them into notice and 
regard ; andylaftly, raife diem to truft and affinence. 
Thus, while thofe who are placed in the higheft fta- 
tions, fuppofing they have no exertions to make, bc- 
caufe they have reached the pfnnacle of human great- 
ncfs, are verging towards decline and obfcurity, diole 
who move in an inferior iphere^ urged by their neeef- 
fities, or Simulated by dieir ambition, are making 
conftant eSbrts to rile, watching every favourable i^ 
l^ortunity of ^ccds^ and filently climbing the fleep 
from which the forftier are .defcelldiDg« Where, are 
now thofe iUuftrious families that occupy fuch a re- 
markable place in aneient hiftory ? They are not fure- 
ly all extina ; their defcendants, doubdefs, ezifl; ibme* 
where upon the earth. Bat they are confounded 
with the general mafs of mankind, while others have 
arifen to fhtne in the fphere from which they ha^e de- 
parted. It is thus that Divine Providence, whieh has, 
for the wifeft reafons, eflabli(iied, an inequality of fta- 
tions and talents among men, has by allowing their 
Virtues and vices to operate their natural effects of al- 
ternate depreflion and exaltation, reftored the balancet 
which difappears from the view of fuperficial obfer- 
vers. 
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III. If we juftly eftimate the advantages and in. 
conveniexicics of every condition of life, we fhall find 
that they. nearly balance each other, that the fum of 
happineis, fbared among the human fpecies, is divided 

* in pretty equitable portions ; and that equality of en- 
joynaent is another ground, on which the different^ 
ranks of fociety, if not the individuals that a^e placed 
in them, are on a level. The grand difference, in this 

.refp^^, coniifts in wl^at is appropriated to no ftatton or 
foctune, bulls equally open to them all -» internal di/C' 
. pofltion and charader ; which it is unqueftionable may 
be difplayed in their greateft excellence, and enjoyed 
m their highell perfe6lion, in the lowed, as w^U as in 
the inpft elevatedf-fpherc. . As the different regions pf 
thcglobe, -however removed from the Equator, or the 
. Poles, .. enjoy equal meafures of light and darknefs, 
thoi^h diuributed in different manners ; fo the difie' 
rent orders of fociety poffefs equal portions of felicity, 
amd are expofed to equal pains, though the modes of 
enjoyment and fufering be diverfified. If the honors of 
,. an exalbed Nation '2(r^ greater than thofe/o^ an humble 
one, its duties are aUb more difficult ; if its virtues are 
more fplendid, itis temptations are more enticing, and 
its vices more con{|>icuous ; if its enjoymi^nts are more 
refincjd, its fuffering« are nwre acute, and its atfliifttotis 
more fhirable. Is it fuppofed that the burden of labor 
. is heavier than that of indolence, or the pains of indi- 
igeoce greater than thofe of fenthality ? Conli der that 
health often fmiles, on the cheek of poverty, while cH^- 
cafe deforms the face of opulence. Do any imagine 
that the folicitude of providing daily {ubfiftence is great- 
. er than that which attends the improvement, or the ie- 
cunty,of an extenfive eftate — that the real want s. <^f 

♦ nature afford more anxiety and care, than the - ima^ji- 
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mtf detAatids of extravagance— that the CTilf • wbkk 
are really fdt, are greater fliai> thofe Which diftcnipeiw 
•d fancy creates ?— let fuch confidcr the difcontcat, 
the Oflcafincfe, the dejeaion, the waywaifd httmouts «^ 
thefalkri gloom, that fo often haunt the great and the 
wealthy, and acknowledge that .Heep Vifits the conch 
'of ftraw, and flies froin the bed of doWn. 

Do any ima^ne that it U more difficult ta posfue, 

with conaahcy and, firrancfe, the rugged and thorny 

.paths of the hnmbk vale of life, than to isaiotam ^ 

•levated pofts of dignity and.honor, in the inidft of in- 

. trigue, of competition, of clamonri and of all tlic na- 

certainty of favor f^I^t them refied on the folid- 

Cndes and the terrors of the pid>lic governor^ when ipr 

^ccefsfttl iflues attend Jiis adminiftnition, when the 

tide of popular approbation begins to ebb» '^hpB hk 

enemies fpreaddifeonteot ih^pugh the land» reprefeht 

him to the people as the author of their calamtties» and 

roufe them to facrifice him as the tridim of their fiiry. 

The dorm often burfts on the palace* when it- pafts 

moffenfively orer the cottage I 

IV. All men are equal in haVing fome peculiar^u- 
ty to difcharge, fome pecuKaf advantages for the ex« 
hibition of corrcfponding virtues, fome peculiar temp- 
tations to corrcfponding vices, and in being placed ill a 
conrfe of probation for nature and final (late. If 
the duties of »ch ftation 'are properly difchargedi its 
tirtues propox^ionably difplayed; and its temptatictas 
fnrmoaatedyitts dxfiKcultto fay whether the greateft 
praife is due to the fuperior or inferior ranks of fociety. 
If the duties or the virtues of either sire nej^leded, or 
its temptations allowed to prevaili the 1>rame is equal 
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•#& l|oth fides, altlhoagh the puniflmients are frequent* 

*7 difiribnted very uneqaally under human gdV9iv> 

ments. That all men are at prefent placed in a pre* 

pstfatoryftatelbra future eiiftence, both natural an<l 

revealed religion concur in evincing. It is no lefs evi- 

tdentt from the external principles by which the divine 

fovernment is adminiflered, that the ehara^ers which 

men have acquired in the prefent period of beings will 

be the only meaiures of their future fate» and that all 

tfaofe diftindions* which are wholly externaU will then 

'difappear forever ! If any regard is then paid to the 

different ftations which men have occupied here below, 

it will only be in order to determine how far they have 

difcharged the duties of them» and what degree of me* 

rit» or demerit, is to be afligned to each individual, ac* 

• cording to the talents he pofleflM» and the opportuni« 

•ties he enjoyed for the prance of every virtue. Here 

all men axe placed on the moft perfed equality, ha^e 

the fame hopes, the fame fears, the &me pleas to urge, 

' the fame titles to produce, or rather are levelled by the 

^ fiime ' incapacity of all merit.but what is derived from 

the clemency of the Great Judge, operating through 

the plan of falvation he has eftablifhed. With his 

eyes turned to this fcene, with any adequate impreiBon 

of this awful confummation on his heartland mad muft 

be be to whofe mind fuch thoughts are never prefent ! ) 

can any one deny the equality of mankind, nor ^r- 

crive the eihpty titles, and tinfel fplendors, and idl^ 

pageants of diis tranQtory perio4> fwimming before his 

fight, andfinally difappearing, like the dreams which 

occcupy his fancy in fleep) but fade and are forgotten 

when he opens his eyes, and again enjoys the reality of 

things. 
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.What frt th RIGHTS refMng frim the N atutai 
Ef^ALiry «/MEN. 



CHAPTER I. 

(^the VLkViVinmriuliichniff 4Kqmtc Hit iAori(y» ^^ 



^TN the difcuffion of m#ral and metaphyrical fubjedst 
A bar^lj an]f thing has becafioned greater obfcurltfi 

'andy'ctfcoA&qaeiice} more Tiolent difputes, than the 
ambiguky of terms, and the vague ^nd indeterminate 

ideas annexed to diem by different parties. Of this np 
vrord can afford a naore ftriking inftance than the term 
rigiii elpecially when applfed to denote a moral capa- 

' city to aUt to pt^fs% or to demand^ in certain xnrcum- 
flances. Of tfeislhe notion will be found to be as va- 
rious as the philoibphical ot religious fyfietps whicii 
men Hare adopted^ the profeflions which they have em* 

l)raced9 the ftations whtch they occupy 9 or the compa- 
hy they frequent. Although people may agree ia 

'fome general and indefinite notions of r(f/(/y yet* in 
the peculiaf ideals they entertain with regard to its vp- 

.plicg^on to aU the. particular objeds of human aAion 

Wi parfiuti it will be ifound^that their concepUoss are 
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not reducible to any determinate standard. We sr« 
not, on this accopnt, however, to imagine that the 
rights of men are indefinable, or that there are not ge- 
neral claffes to which they may be reduced. Por, altho* 
the private rights of individuals muft vary according 
to their different circamftances and relations, there *are 
ftill certain and permanent principles on which tliey 
arc fouiided, and from which they muft be deduced, 
in order to diftinguifli them from thofe powers which 
fraud fecrctly obtains, or violence openly ufurps. Un- 
1 efs this were the cafe, laws arid^ obligations would be 
unmeaning words, and power the only arbiters of right 
and wrong. 

Without entering at prefent into any abftrufe and* 
refined fpeculations concerning the foundation of moral 
obll^^ation, I (ball only obferve, that we feem in general 
to denominate that rights which has a tendency to pro- 
mote the univerfal happinefs of mankind, or that of the 
individual himfclf, when it is not repugnant to the moi^ 
cxtenfive intereft, whether of the whole fpeciesi or of 
thefmaller coramunities into which the fpecies is^ divi- 
ded. To thefe two general heads, namely, tendency to 
general, and tendency to particular happinefs, when 
properly limited, it will be found that every thing jiift 
and honorable, and praifeworthy, in humaji fentiments 
and conduct is ultimately referable. Whoever does% 
ox poffcffest or demands^ .what is conducive to the com- 
mon goodj or to his own intereft in confiftency with 
this, that he ihpuld do^ or pojfej} or demand^ we fay he hats 
a right to dp, to pojfiiff^ on to demand, it. 

It is evident, that the only notions we can form tf 
eurfelves of happinefs, muft be derived from tliofc ori- 
ginal principles of our nature, by which certain objt^ 
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are^eoiiftitated the means of fatisfadtion and pleafure, 
anxd others the caufes of uneafinefs and pain. The For- 
Kicr becomey on that account* defiralk^ and the latter 
difotgrecahh and vdious. By inaplanting thefe defires 
andaverfions in the foul .of man, the Creator evidently 
intended that they ihould be indulged within the limits 
he has prefcribed to them 5 and, in order to difcover 
thefe limits, has fuperadded tlie noble faculty of reaipn. 
Accordingly, there feems annexed to every natural 
defire and propenjity of the heart, a certain feeling, of a 
right to its indulgence. The original propenfities and 
defires fpring up fpontaneoufly in the foul, and impel 
it to aftion. In children, tliefe are the firft ftiniulants 
10 motion and adivity, and, as they are ftill undirected 
by the higher principles of our nature, and by the im- 
provements of experience, conftitute their only notions 
oi right. As the inferior animals are immediately car- 
ried by nature towards thofc objcfts which are adapted 
to fatisfy their inftindive principles ; fo men, in the firft 
period of their exiftence, greedily defire and feize whate- 
-ver their appetites or paffions point out to them as agree- 
able, and confider it as an injury to withhold from them 
the indulgence ; but fuch is the beautiful order ellablifti, 
ed in the human coriftitution; that many ©f thefe -propen- 
fities limit and balance each other,^fo that the in^tnode- 
rate indulgence of one prevents that fatisfadion of 
others, which is alfo a neceflary ingredient of happinefs. 
Different pains and inconveniencies, foon experiencedl 
frjom unbridled properificies, fuggeft the neceflity of mo- 
deration and felf-command. The pleifures and the 
advantages of fociety, attach men to their fpecies, and 
point out, at the fame time, the neceflity of regulating^ 
their cOndu(5b in fuch a manner, as to prevent their de* 
fires and purfuits from encroaching on the equally na" 
turai defires and purfuits of others. 
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Reafon, reeoUefttng the paft, and anticipating the" 
* feturet eftabltOies &ch rides of a6don and efijojnoiea^f 
•as anite the pc^etton and hap^xneis iof the tadivoioal 
vith the general intereft^of the fpectes^ a^d context tke 
harmonious movements of the whok ibcial hody ipto 
the moft efficacious means of promoting the happine& 
of all its members of whatever rank Of degree. ,Thc 
* moral facult]^, Airvermg inch a beautifnl and falutary 
arrangement, &n^ions it with its approhationy and de- 
crees that tvtTj haman being is bound to z€t and to 
enjoy in conformity to die principles of this fyftem. 
The various telations and circumftances of men being 
coniidered and defined, general maxims are formed, 
mrhich are denominated the iavjs of nature* As the 
human conftitution is the work of the fupreme Creator, 
whatever is, by juft inference* deducible from tfatSL con- 
fiitution» as a rule of condud to man, is as juftly held 
to he a divine law, as if the Omnipotent Legifl^tqr had 
proflatmed it with tihe ,moft audible voice. From thele 
general laws, various rigbis ^re deduced competent to 
men, whether as inherent in thetr comnoon nature, or 
as belonging to thole peculiar relations in which they 
are plac^li by the neccflaty arrangements of ibcie.ty« 

In this manner^ the notions of the different r^its of 
«MA are aifqumd. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Tii- fm grand »ivi»iohs ef rights which fimfrtm 
tbf Natural ec^ality of manilinv. < 



FROM the fliort dedudlion contained in the prece- 
ding chapter, joined to what has been eftabliflicd 
in the firft book, it is evident that there arq certain 
natural rights, vrhich eanhot be infringed without over- 
turning the foundations of human fociety, and that 
iKei'e are others which belong only to certain defcrip* 
tions of men, in confequence of that focial order which 
is neceifary for the general felicity. The former are to 
be confidered as the original conditions of the' focial 
cpmpadt ; the latter as the means by which it is to be 
executed ;'^and both flow from that idea of equality of 
•biigation, which we have above illultratecf. ' . 

* In the firft place, there are certain principles fo 
ftrongly interwoven with the human frame,' fo inti- 
mately blended with its e/fence, fo efficient of all tHait 
can be called human, that the violation of them cannot 
be regarded in any other light than in that of a degra- 
dation, nay, an entire ettindion of the diftindive attri- 
butes of the human charader. Of confequence, every 
man ftipulates, by entering into fociety with his fpecies, 
that the enjoyments grounded on thefe principles, or in 
other words, the rights which attach to them, as the 
gifts of God to his rational creatures, (hall be main-^ 
tamed to him inviolate ; and referves to himfelf the 
privilege of defending them at all hazards, whenever it 



{s attempted ta wreft thi^m from him. For, a« ererr 
homanbemeisaconAftoentmen^ bodfi 

he is, while ne diicdarges the duties incident to his pr 
culiar capacityi e}xtit\(^d^ eqpaUy^ wjjt^ .^ery other, to 
|he grand prerogatives ot human nature, which citiI 
fy^i^tj.h, ia^fiu^d tp vi^ii^aia zfi4 mpXQy.P-: Hf is.^ 
Hecefiarji aji th^ opoft diAinguj^cfi 4>f jp^nju^d, to die 
{general perfedion and feltcit^, and he contributes to it 
that portion which his ^abilities enaUe him to fqmiflk 
The rigblis^ therefore, which arc indiCpepiiVlT n^e^ 
far J. to ^e prefer vatipn and b?ppiii{riu5 p^.ea^ 
mT, in whatever ra.n!;pr,fituaUOj;)| li^ may be |i:^cec^ milt 
ei^u^lly belong to. all, a^d cajri,n|ypr (vi^cr.thc ^ma^^^ 
^naiiv;\iionu ^9P} *?7v^Ji^"?5 or, prproMtiVpjatta^)ic<j 
to the diftinaipi^/of i^rtf^i5^ ^f ^vF$ ^iF, PC W^J^ts^ 
pniej. are th^ lusceflary appcx^agfys, of 'tha| cjuflj^Jf 
IBducitt iubfifls. among all men' amid^.t)^& cUyer^^^ 
jyjy?^ fgcicfy^s^Bdiciyjl^z^f^ havc^lntjp^^j^rVV 

I ft^n.feil b^pf|y epuiwate s^id cxpWn;the !t4^ 
tent and original r^^//o^ 

ly belong*to all men* without exception ;ahff,' fcconi* 
^jjthpfc.adfcn^tiQijji fflf*%i w^ichbelc^gpt^Jy^to par- 
.cicui^^ deJGc^iptiqo^l^.tx^ aa ^X^^^tm^p wpc^^ 

cjyil life, byt:^q)}S(Uy^ta;aU;to^y[^o;^ ''^^'S^^ 
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C H A P T E R m. 
Of the otiiGiHih and inhc&bnt rights ^mitmAii 

MATURE* 



T.^.lh' VfiRY^ innocent member of fociety \at%'pet* 
. . X!j feSt right to lift, and to the integrity of his 
body. No [principle is more deeply engraved in the 
cohfEitution of all animals, than thatbf felf-prefervation* 
Every living creature has an abhorrence of diflbltttion, 
and a ftrong ayertion from pain, which is a fiimulapt 
.flitt more powerful than the love ofpleafure ; WaajTc 
^the removal of evil is the firft ftep towards enjoyment. 
Nothing excites the detellation of mankind mor^ than 
' ^ tmprovoked attenipt on life, or even violent af&ult» 
when no more is intended than to wound, or to muti- 
late* Befides, no man can be ufeful to fociety^ but 
\ in. as far as his life is prcferved and fecured, and bodily 
* Health and vigour are nece/Tary to difcharge the moft 
' important focial duties. The right to thefe is facred 
/ and inviolable, and, whenever they. are unjaftly aflault- 
cd, every man is entitled to defend them even by the 
' flaughter of the aggreflor, when every other means of 
fecurity is removed. In this tight is evidently included 
that of the prefervation of clialUty when attacked. 

II. Every man has zperfiH right to the full fiiiits of 

\ liis own honett ingenuity and labour. The Creator» 

by beftowing on every perfon a certain portion ofcw- 

pereal or mental ability, plaiidy intended that it (hould 

be eitrcired* To this ezercife neo are uii(K:Ued "if 
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the (Umulants of pleafurey and of pain. Reafpnf whiok 
enables mankind to antfcipate futurity^ fuggeftsy from 
the recoUefHon of former wants, the neceffity of pro- 
viding for them when they (hall again recur. The na- 
tural produdtions* which may be rendered fubf(^rvieot 
•to the iifc of man, neceflarily become the property of 
the firft occupier, becauie, if they were appropriated 
to none, they would be ufelefs to all ; at leaft, fuch of 
them as could afford no prefent ufe would remain neg« 

• levied and unimproved. For no man will beftow la- 
bor and time on that from which he is to rdbeive no 
profit. Men are ftrongly affcAed by a tender fcli- 

••cltude for their X)ffspring and near connexions, to 

• wh6m they wifh to impart a fliare of their fuperfluitics 
duriog life, and at death, to tranfmit their entire pof- 

• feflions.^ -They are inflamed with a thirft of honor 

• and applaufe, and eager to obtain them by the difplay 
' of ufeful, of elegant, or of fublime, talents. Befides, 

• while men mutually fupply each other with what they 
want; for an equivsJent, fociety is more clofely cement- 
ed by a conftant interchange of the various produ<Ss of 
induftry, o f arti and of wealth 5 and, by the different 
conditions of men in point of fortune, opportunity is$ 
as above obferved, afforded for the exercife of many 
virtues, which could not otherwife exift. Man*s dou- 
ble capacity, as an individual, and as a member of foci- 
ety, is thus beft prcferved, and his felfifli, as well as his 

• focial, propenfities are gratified.' In fa<5l, the fame 
means that enable him moft amply to indulge the for- 
mer, alfo qualify him for fatisfying moft effeSually the 

• lattefi By the exercife and cultivation of all his facul- 

• ties, and by the improvement of the opportunities he 
enjoys,* he beft promotes his own private happincfs, and, 

• in the fame manner, he coatribjites moft to. the pubjic 
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^eed. As the perfe<^ion aiid folidity of dl the para 
of a building, produce the folidity and perfe<5lion of the 
whole ; fo, in human fociety, the profperity of all its 
members in their different relations and circumftance<», 
produces the fum of general happinefs. Notwithflanding 
therefore, the Utopian fy ft em of a community of goods, 
trhich fbme political projedlors, fixing their eyes on pa^ 
tial views of advantage and inconvenience, have en^ 
deavored to zecommend, and fome fmaller f6cieties have 
^exemplified, it is undoubted that both public and pri« 
vate happinefs require that the Fight of property fhoulS 
be &credly maintained* 

This rigit implies not only that poiTeflions already 
lawfully acquired, ihould remain the inviolable property 
of their poffeffors, but alfo that every honeft and fair 
mean of acquiring Ihould be equally open to all who 
are placed in the fame circumftances« It requires that 
a fair field be granted for the exercife of every ufeful 
and ornamental talent, and that its natural rewards 
be not withheld from it. Partial and narrow fyftems 
of policy,. whereby the interell of a few is only con- 
fulted, frequently cramp genius, and reftrain induftry, 
to the great prejudice of the common good* 

Thcfe, however, with whatever pretexts they may be 
col#Qred,arejuiUy to be accounted violations of the fa- 
cred right of property, which regards not only what men 
a^lready honeftly poilefs, but alfo, what they may ho« 
^eftly obtaiA. The powers of their bodies, and the fa- 
culties of their ihin4t, are the only property which 
men receive from nature. The exercife of thefc oa 
the various natural produdtions, introduced the a^ven* 
tfthus rights t6 thdc otijeds, aad inberiutacc an«^ «M' 
F 
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tra^s transferred tbem from their origmal proprietors 
to their fuccefror&. But the foundation of jsll property 
is the common ri^ht to the earth and its produ^oii^i 
which God has granted to mankind* together with tl^ 
peculiar appropriation which every oi)ie made of fonte 
potion of .thefe to himielf, by the ufe of his mental and 
corporeal powers. It is abfurd, therefore, that adpenti" 
thus rights {hould beiacred, wliile liit. primary me^ns of 
cqoiring thefe rights mtay be wantonly circiunfcribedi 

III. All inen have an equal right to a fair and ho- 
ned chara^er, till it has been proved that they have jnft- 
ly forfeited it. The krre of charader is deeply imphnted 
in the human bread, and as it can only be extinguilhed 
iKrith the extin^ion of integrity ; (b it is Ilrofig in pro- 
portion to the ftrength of virtuous and elevated ientL 
ments. The iofs of reputation, wounding one of the 
mod lively feelings of the human heart, is one of the 
greateft calamities in life. With the Icrfs of charaftcr 
many other evils are unavoidably conneded, which^ 
while they deftroy the private happinefs of the indivldu- 
al> alfofruftrate his public utility. The fuccefs of a 
perfon in die world, whether in the improvement of 
fcis fortune, or in the ezercife of his abilities, depends 
greatly on the opinion which is entertained of his integ« 
rity. His ufefulnefs to fociety depends chiefly on the 
confidence which his fellow men can i^pofe in him. 
When any man's honefty is queftioned, his talents, far . 
from being objei5ls of complacency, are converted into 
fouFces of terror, and mankind naturally combine in 
order to deprive them of thofe opportunities of exertiim 
iR*ich ie^m to threaten their own (kfbty. 

Fame, or difiinguiflied co^fiderationandrefpedtfbc- 
ltQgf^^mly ta fjnJacnt »bilitfe^ virtues.orjftations. Boc 
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Ae^'cfaara^r of honefty belongs equally td all whs 
faithfiillj cfifcharge every ibcial and civil oblxgatioA* 
Th<^ whoy 4n every fim^tipn and circumftancey wbe- 
Uier of exaltation or of obfcurity, carry along witb 
tfaem parity pf heart and integrity of condu^y meet om 
the equal footing of good men, and are equally entitled 
to aU the enjoyment, advantage and confidfration^ 
which that character juflly claims, and cannot fail t» 
poflcfs, if not clouded by mlfr'eprefentation, or ftained 
by calumny. The moil illuftrious abilities, or the moft 
exalted ftation, give not, of themfelves, a better title to 
a fair and fpotlefs character, than the moft moderate 
parts, or the moft humble circumftances. This righfp 
till it is loft by vlcioi^s a^ion, extends to all conditioas 
and rankc without exception. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE SAMS SUBJECT CONTIMVEO. 



IV. "p VERY man has ^perfia right to Uhertj^ or 
JlLa to a^ in whatever manner he pleafes, pro- 
vided he oflFcrsno injury to others', and violates no law 
cnafted by the public authority of the civil fociety to 
^hich he belongs. As foon as we form the notion of 
a rational agent, freedom immediately enters into the 
conception, and all happmefs and all virtue reft on its 
foundation. For as virtue confifts in the proper ufe of 
all our faculties^ or in that ponduA whiclx is fuited to 
the human nature and condition ; fo happinefs confifts 
in the pofleflion of thofe enjoyments, of which nature 
has rendered us capable, and which the right ufe of 
reafon enables us to obtain* But how can he, who is 
deprived of the power of regulating his own anions, 
and of determining and diredling his purfuits, either 
e^rt his faculties in fuch a manner as is beft adapted 
to their ends, or purfue thofe enjoyments, with tht 
grcateft vigor, to ^hich he has afligned the higheft va. 
lue; how can he, who isfubjedled to the arbitrary will 
of another, contribute his portion to the common order 
and felicity, which refults from the combined efforts of 
all direded to this glorious and comprehenfive end— 
from the combined exertions of knowledge, wifdom, 
ikill, ingenuity, dexterity, art, labour, refolution, and 
vigour, (hared among all the members of the focial 
body ? Supprefs the juft exertion of any of thefe fepa- 
rate portions, jqft ^ much it cut offirijui the. general 
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perfedion ^d happiaefsy and, while individuals are 
opprefled, the public fuffers. Sufeje<a them to the ar- 
Intrarjr ^ill of one, or of a few, all the light, and inyenh 
tion, and energy, which rcfult from the free, but well 
regulated efforts, of all aiEling in harmonious cbncertf 
are gone — all that variety of talent, of dedgn, of pnr- 
i^ity and of operation, which embellifh, and improve, 
and ftrengthen, human fociety, is extinguiihed - and 
the whole focial mafs, fabordinated to one feeble and 
impoteftt will, ever influenced by narrow and contrad- 
ed views, or by cloudy paOiions ; either pines in a j^ainve 
lediargy, or, if it is called into adion by extraordinary 
ftimulants, exhauds its Ilrength by its efforts, whilie 
tlieir produce is wholly drawn off by the privileged- 
part ; fimilar to thofe aged trunks on which we behold 
a few of the higher branches retaining their fap and 
terdure, while the tree itfelf is rotten, avd finking fpce- 
dily to duft. Thus the prefcrvation of lib^arty is nece& 
fary to the attainment of public* as well *as of privatet 
felicity f nor can it ever be iuppoied, that any humaxl 
)»eiflg, >7hofe judgment is found, and jirho has nolheea 
corrupted by long habits of fervitude, would either ex- 
plicitly or^eitly relinquiih what is neceffary to every 
enjoyment of human nature, and without which focietj 
itfelf is his greateft curfe. In (h'ort, liberty and human 
nature are infeparable ; to deftroy the former is to an^ 
nihilate the latter— is to annihilate every notion of duty^ 
and virtue, and happiaeft, beyond what is merely fenfo- 
al andbmtifli. 

It is no wonder, theti, that the love of freedom ftould 
be ftrong and vigorous in the breaft, in proportion to 
the elevation of fentiment, the fenfe of honor, the re* 
gard for virtue, with which each individual is endow* 
ed» asd thatt hj every generous and feeling fottl» 
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flavery fhould be dctmed the greateft of ^umsui 
exrils. Bafe, indeed i and corrupted, and broken bf 
kabtts of fervile fubjcftion, muft that man be, who csui 
eonfider himfelf as the property of his fellow creatare» 
and feels no ^indignation at the tyrant who reduces him 
to this defpicable condition, and who, degrading: the 
rational creation of God, which he has firft debafed in 
^is own fbul, Outrages heaven while he domineers upon 
©arth. Few of niiankind are fo degenerate as to haTC 
loift all fenfe of liberty, and of the natiye dignity of 
man. For, although th 2 y may fubmit in filcnce to a 
defpot, yet they abhor him in htheir earts ; and, when 
they can do it with fafety, would lay hold of the firft 
opportunity of (baking' oflF the yoke. The names of maf- 
ter and flave, annihilate all claims of duty, all Voluntas 
ry pffirings of affedtion, and exhibit man to man in 
a date of hoftility, where power is the only right, and 
terror the only obligation.* 

Notwithftanding this avierfion to ftrrttude, and this 
love of freedom, fo firpngly implanted in the human 

* From thefe confiderations it may be eftabl riKetf ac a certain 
truth, that arbitrary governments, in whatever h^nilt they maybe 
pUce^, can never effe^ually fecure the happinaCa of mankind* 
.With whatever wifdom and goodnefs a prince may be endowed, it i> 
im|)oflib*e, from the narrownefs ufthe human mind, that his view* 
€^41 extend to every department of civil fociety ; and he wHl be una* 
Voidabiy expoiied to impofitioiV from fome. quarter or other* His ad«' 
sn'mifttacion, of confequence,. can never be marked with that extent* 
five beneficence, which rafult'C from forms of government which are 
' calculated to colieft into .one point the wtfdomf ingenuity and vjgor 
which are di/Tufed through the whole foclal body. Befides, as it if 
the intention of civil fociety ta promote the happinefi of all it^jnem* 
bcrs, it is iiftpoiTible that its ends can be obtained, when t-lriben4'e 
bf freedom, which is fo eflential an ingredient of human i«1toity,ia 
«tih«r comfilatdy «j|itipguiilifed> or deprived af iu enjoy Wnti. 
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bceafty It maft be confefledy that there is in- mankind 
both aaaftonifhing propenfitj to tyranntze, and a won* 
derful facilitj in fubmitting to enormous power. 
The freedom which men claim to themfelvcs, they are 
not willing to grant to others, and the principle which 
infpires the wifh of independenccv produces the exercife 
iifoppreffion. The love, of pre-eminence and power 
reje<5^s competition and. eqaaHty ; fond attachment to. 
one's own opinions Simulates men to prefcribe them as 
rules to others ; pofleffion conftantly aims atenlargfng 
its bounds: elevation and authority have a perpetual 
tendency upwards, and, in their afcent, deprefs thofe 
parts through which they move — the generality of 
mankind, long accuftomed to admire fplendour and 
wealth, or eminent talents, readily fubinit to their do« 
minion ; and voluntary homage often begins the fub- 
jedion, which is at laft exadted as a right* Habits of 
fervitucje debilitate the, fenfc of freedom, a^d the ri- 
gours of oppreffion are frequently neceffary to roufe it. 
It is thus that the love of independence Simulates td 
encroach on the rights of odiers, and that fuch en- 
croacbment is fo frequently fuccefsfol. 

On this account, all civH liberty h Bmited by theft 
two conditions, abftinence from injury to others, and 
fubmidion to the laws enadled by the authority of po- 
litical ibciety. Whoever injures others is not a free 
* man, but a tyrant, and, tf he is free, others are flaves*. 
As It is the grand defign of civil fociety to fecnre men 
from that injuftice and violence which would foon fub- 
jea all CO the moft powerful, it h neceflary that the 

* Hence the propriety of thetfifi:ription lvbcktas on theprUone 
©f Genot* Se» Reifleaii— Coatrat Soci»l--»a4 Howm4 m 
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public aothority ftould circumfcribe the iiftiofis of eadf 
individual. While all are equally fubjeft to this au- 
tfaont]r» and the colledifcive power of the whole comTso- 
nity is centered in this point, it follows as a nece£kry 
confequence of that eqaalltj, which confifts in the rela- 
tion that all equally bear to the focial body, that the 
adions of each fhould be dire^ed and limited by this 
relation. No member is fubje^ to another, confidered as a 
xnenfiberi but every member is fubjed to Ac whole in ita 
coUediye capacity, and, when this capacity is transfer, 
red to any part, or to any number of parts of the focial 
body, thefe deriving their pre-eminence and authority 
from the whole fociety, have a fight to govern all its 
members, while in every inftance in which they ap- 
pear as members themfelves, and ad, not in a public, 
but in a private, capacity, they are equally fubjed to 
the common will, ezpreCed by public laws, with all 
the other members of the community. In civil focie*' 
ty, it is this alone that maintains that equality which 
Akbtifls among all its different members, notwithftand«< 
mg the diverfities which fortune, rank, or talents, have 
introduced. For, as thefe only div erfify the manner 
in which each is to contribute his portion to the publie 
good ; lb when all are equally fubjed^ to common iaws^ 
all are levelled by this common fubjedion, and every 
one is reftrided to that line of condu^, which is necei^ 
fiu-y for the prefervation and w^are of the political 
fyftem. Usdimited freedom is nnaitainable not only 
in civil fociety, but in every fpecies of afTdciation what- 
ever, becaufe the adions of every individual of die io« 
ciety are limited by the a^ans of all the reft, and by 
the general defign and conditions of afibciation itfelf. 
The grand defign of every ibcial union is to obtain rfie 
co-operation of all its members for the common good. 
It as hence iacttmbent on every one of them# to to regal 
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late his.condoA^ as to cotitribute fo th^^ead ,^p^ti^ 
NsLj, pcrfeA liberty, if* by that term, we underftand the 
ttoreftraioed indulgence of every defire and propenfity, 
is as inconfiftent with the rational conftitution of each 
individual, as it is with the principles of civil anion. 
For there is an order eftabliihed by nature among all 
our defires and paffions ; and reafon is given both to 
difcover and to maintain it. . As the violater of civil 
order ceafes to be a citizen, and becomes a public ene- 
my, £o he who violates the order of the moral and ra- 
tional nature ceafes to be a man, degenerates into a 
brute, and is the dedroyer of his own happinefs. As 
a man, he only is free, who, delivered from the yoke of 
paiSon, freely follows the didates of bis nobler facuU 
ties, and indulges every natural propenfity in coniiften- 
cy with mental order. In like manner, civil fociety is 
free, when delivered from arbitrary power, in whatever , 
fliape it may ezifl;; all its members are placed under the 
empire and dominion of laws, enforcing the grand 
principles of political union, and equally binding om 
the legiflators themfelves as on the people. If any are « 
raifed above law, or enjoy privileges and prerogatives,^ 
which have no relation to the public good, and are 
borthenfome to the community, in proportion as thtj 
are advantageous, to the poiTeflbrs of them, the prin-* 
ciples of civil union are oppofed, political equality is 
fub verted, and oppreflion, more or lefs grievous accor-* 
ding to the degree of fuch inequality, is introduced. 

As the limitation of law is infeparable from the libei^ 
ty to which every citizen has an inconteftible right j 
(6 this rsgUft implies that, iti every inftance, neitheri^ 
contrary to law, nor injuriouato other?, every innocent 
perfon, who has reached the years of maturity, and 
lias not voluntarily fubje^edbis actions to the controid 
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l»r odiersy fhoTiId enjoy the power of afthig as lie pl«u 
(ts. Perfons of found judgment^ and of generous ien- 
timenUy will, in. the ufe of this freedom, confult not 
•nly their own pleafure and advantage, but alfo, the 
flpVcity of all to whom their influence may ^tend» 
Their purfuits will be characterized by a dignity and ' 
beneficence, which will point them out as the ornaments 
of fociety, and the objeds of general admiration and 
gratitude. Such will find their mod delightful enjoy- 
ments Iq their own higheft improvement, and in tjicir 
mod eztenilve utility to others. Men of inferior ca- 
paciQr, or of a meaner turn of mind, will chiefly devote 
themfelves to fenfnal pleafures, and to felflfh purfuits ; 
a<id thus withhold from the publH: a great deal of he- 
iktSt which they mi{^4>therwife^ contribute. On this* 
aecoime,howeT«'9 they are notto be deprived of their. 
libertjyasliongasthey remain within the bounds of 
tbat innocence, whicb» howeiver deficient in a moral 
9fkd religioos lightr is fuificient for the maintenance of 
puablic peace> and of civil and political order. They) 
^e not amenable to human, but to divine juftice ; and' 
'tpuft be called ^o ace cunt, not in the prefent, but in a* 
fttt|ice» iprorld. Argument, perfuafion, and example*,. 
may be employed ;,, and every good man will ufe theni ' 
totheutmoft of his power, in order to diffufe virtue^ 
and happinefs among his fpecies. But to ufe violence' 
for .dbis purpoie* & both to difappoint the end, and to 
exhibit an inftance of that folly which is reprobated in 
others. Men may be coaftrained to be harmleis and^ 
juft, btttnot to be virtuous and happy . i 

4 

/Intfaeiight'Of Ubert^^t; induded the free ufe of 
private judgment in every thing relative to the 
r^;ulationaf cooduai and e^iallf to rcHgi^^ni af 
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weH a* flic free c6mmunication of ftntiment within 
the bounds .above dated. It is vain to think of en- 
joying liberty of adlion, if the opinions by which adtion 
is to be directed are not alfo free. In fad, the right 
of private judgment cannot* be alienated or wrefted 
from any human being by any power on earth. The 
mind of man, conftituted free by its Creator, will ever 
remain fo, in fpite of every endeavour to enflave if> 
Ignorance may. darken, prejudice reftrain, or corrup- 
tion pervert, its powers 5 ftill the opimons which it 
really embraces, ate fuch, as appear to it the beft, ac- 
cording to the light which it enjoys. But to con- 
ceive, any mortal adopting an opinion, for which he 
perceives no ground, is the moft glaring contradidion 
— ^is toTuppofe him admitting and i^eding at once 
the fame.propofitions. With regard to religion, in 
particular, the right of private judgment, aiid the frc6K 
dom of conference, are to be maintdned, as neceffioilf 
connected with the equalityofafthnen, above tftaUifli6d ; 
for^ although religion ever has been, sind ever moft bay 
the (trongeft bond of foci^ty, yet the ftrengfli of tki^ 
bond depends on the united evidence of the feligtoos 
opinions which are adopted, and on the fmceritywitk 
which they are embraced. It is •nly when religioiis 
opinions are both true* in^tfaemfelves, and rngenttou^ 
profefTed, that they cantxert any aaQncious iafloeooc 
•n the anions of men« 

Now, to perceive truth is the operatbn of the iva- 
derftanding. To embrace it ' witl^ becoming zeal, 
and to obey its diftatei with nndeviatti^ confiancy, it 
the operation of the heart. The underftanding may 
be enlightened by reaibn, the heart may be affeSed bf 
fcxivaSSiQn^ a^d, in orderlbftt €ithir max be^ produced 
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perfea freedom is neceflary. To conrtnce or to pcrfttad« 
by violence, is the jgreateft of abfurdities; is a maiiw 
ifcft impoflSbility ; and when there is neither coU«» 
viiaion nor perfuafion, where can religion fubfift i 
Place it where it can only refide — in the underftanij- 
ing and the heart ; it eludes all conftraint. Remove it 
from this habitation, it lofes its falutary influence* 

As religion, therefore, mud, from its very nature, 
be free, no man can hkve any right to didate to the 
confciencc of another. All men are equally entitled 
to ferve God, and all are equally bound to ferve him 
injpirit and in truth. No man can ferve him with ano- 
ther's fpirit ; and no man can difcem truth with ano- 
ther's underftanding. To fubjefl religion to conftraiiit, 
is, of confequence, to deftroy its e0ence, and to anni- 
hilate its falutary tendency. - Enthufiafm and bigotry, 
whofe chara^erit is to eredt their own opinions as 
ftanclards for all the world, and to violate the rights 
ofconfcience, never fail, if they are fuccefsful, to giVb 
birth to hypocrify, astheheir to their ufurped domi- 
nion. Hence it is eafy to account for the fmall ift- 
fluence which religious opinions hi^ve on tjie cpndu^: 
of their profeflbrs, while pure apd ppdeQled feligio^ 
ought naturally tp prpjuce the moil falutary efie^ 
not only in rendering men nuife ugito f^hatfffrt, bat ?n 
forming them to the pradice of every focial and civil 
virtue. Religion is either ^b^lieyed to be fomething 
very different from what it is, to confift merely (a 
forms and ceremonies, in which cafe it has either nocf- 
feA at all on moral condu^, or a very pernicious one-r- 
or men are conftrained to profefs what they do npt 
believe ; by which their hekrts are corrupted, and their 
'^ionsaad fcntlfticats arc ittconftitiift tfinauic^. ITif 
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f^rj of God IS thus promoted by defacing his image 
en the homaa foul, and by transforming his reafMa» 
He fervke into childifli pageantry and infignificant 
pomp> Befidesy if any fet of men affume to themfelves 
the power of prefcribing to others in religious matters, 
others may, with as good a title, do the iame when. 
ever they obtain the power. True religion nwy thue 
be fupprefled and deftroyed, without its profefTors ha- 
ving any plea for its defence which is not equally com- 
petent to the moft abfurd fuperflition. While men thus 
domineer in religious matters, according as they pof- 
fefs the power* all religious improvement is precluded; 
the wifeft and moft pious of men may be obliged to 
fofamit, in obiequious filence, to the moft ignorant and 
impious % and fuperftition, ia all its hideous forms, is 
put on die fame footing, and enjoys the fame advanta* 
ges for its maintenance and propagation, with divine 
revelation itfelf. This right of freedom of judgment 
carries along with it that of free communication of 
fantiment, within the limitations above laid down. As 
there is in man a ftrong natural propenfity to commu- 
lucate hisfeelings and fentiments to others, fo the fa- 
culty by which he is chiefly enabled to communicate 
chem isonejof the moft powerful bonds of fociety, and 
pne of the chief inftruments of its improvement. By 
fuppreffing thisfreedoni of communication, the nam- 
nd equality of men is deftroyed. Thofe from whom 
it is wrefted are degraded from die condition of mem- 
bers of the community, and, being ftripped of this pri- 
irilege, may be prev«ited from contributing that por- 
tion to the public good which it might enable them xm 
aflbrd. How much the improvement and felicity of 
mankind depend on the free diffufion of knowledge, is 
|«o evideat to require any proof. Nor is it le(s ceztais 
G 
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that ignorance and prtjodice, eirer deligfatiio^ift dark 
ncfs, becauie their Lapoaian eyes affedO^* we^k. ^ ^e^* 
dare the light» a^e extremely d^rous^of excludixig it 
from whatever qtiarter it may {htne^ They endQ^o% 
therefore, vi6lently to excingutfii the lamp of •i^afoa, 
and to fikoce the voice of timth. If they, fuccreeds att 
the evils of baLrbarifm are peFpetiwted $ if the -pceciow 
irightof free comihttnieatien of o|^ii»otir is maiatainedy 
private as well as public happinefs ii tebe refulk. Sgitf 
>f teen ^mbraee and prc^efs opinions* with .regard 
to religion* morals, or poltcicsi the moft groGij £dlft 
and erroneous, are fuch fj^ftems to be tolerated, smkI 
not k-ather proTcribed as effrontive to €k)d^anKi perni- 
cious to men ? The firft' enquiry muft be, whether* fiifaii 
opinions tend to overturn the principles of ctvtl jfocietyi 
and tb drfturb its order and peace* If anj ate fii > 
fcolifli, or fo wicked, as to enten^in fenttments' &bvcr* 
five of thofe fundamental trtith» bki: whidi tbe-itettt^ 
obligations of men^ and' the pradiice ' of all • virtue^* md 
tivil ibeiety itfelf^ are founded ; fuoh maf be jgiSJdf con- 
ftrailied to abftain frem the propagadooi' of them^ or Co 
remove from the fockty of whkh they aire mpmheia % 
6r,if they obftinatel)^ refof&tc con^plf.1*ith a ttqf&Mmk 
which felf-pre(brvat^ diaates, may be juflly puniflied 
in order to deter oth^tv ftom imitating their examples 
'Btttasfuch fundativ^tal truths are few, and onlvn^ 
fklly acknowledged, fo they otght not to be uniiectffail» 
iy mtiltiplied in order to^pprefs the exercife of private 
judgment; or eonnefted with other points in which dt- 
^erlity of opinipn, far fmm being pernicious, conduct 
to enlarge the bdundt of hunftan knowledge, by poa9» 
ing in new light from various inquiry and intelli^;eQce^ 
Be(tdes» as no (tncere profe€orofany fyftemof reiigton 
•rmorulf really believes it impioiis s«d pdmet«9ib 
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l«it9 0&diefWtmi7> entertains dm higbeft opiiuon of 
ksr^elleiicetfuch oogbt racber to be convioced. ^ 
ttrg^ioent, than d^ftvoyed by peifecntion, 9jid, vdi'de be 
Hbftai^ from aStOQs injurious to others, it is uojad to 
Ire^t bm witb feverity and violeuc^. It is undeniable 
ih^t bigotryyand fuperAition, and enthudafmy whether 

o^lfgtousor civil, have often produced the rnoft direful 
calamities in the world. But it is to be qbferved, that 
diis has entirely proceeded from the principle againft 
whlc^ I am now contending, namely, the right of any 
Boan to dtdate to the confcience of another.. For it, 
to the moft important of all fubje^^s, men fupport^d 
tfaeircaai*e by argument, and perfuafion only, fuperf^i- 

. cion, bigotry and error, would ibou be driven from the 
field, and true religion ai)d pure morality obtain deci- 
jRvc yiflory in every-part of the world. But while dif- 
ferent fe^ and parties mutually reprefent each other 
as the enemies of God and man, and conne<S, with evc» 
ry fpeculative tij^inton, the moft important confcquea- 
ttB to the temporal, as well as the eternal* interefis of 
lasiiikhkd, rancour, and katicd* aad soaleroknce, ibon 
burft into the ian^es ot the tnoft • ^«kat.JUumofity, 
perfecution appears in ^er moft hideous forms, anZT^^"^ 
the caufe of God, and the interefts of mankind, are af- 
fumed as pretexts for indulging the moft ferocious paf* 
ftons of the human breaft! If, on the one. band, there^ 
fore, profeffiosf evidently fubverfive of the fund^^jen^ 
tal principles of fociety have no claim to toleration j fo, 
on the other, the greateft caution is to be ufed not to 
clafs, under this head, opinions which have no cona<c« 
tion with the intereft:s of civil fociety, but regard only 

- theological or phHoibphical fpeculation, I mean not 
that erroneous opinbns are always free . froi^ blan^e, 
becaufe it is an undoubted fafl that error is not always 



j< AN ESSAY, &e. 

the TtMit pf weakqt^ of Judgment* bat more httfitcu 
ly ftiU of pride, of obftinacy, or of negligence. 'But as 
BO man is mafter of another's confcienc^e, fo no .maa 
can claim to himftlf the judgment of this point with 
y^gard ftoanother, bnt in as far as opinion is maniftfted 
by a^ton. To hh 9n»n mafier befianditb w falktb] n»h§ 
art theu that judgefi another ? 

The right ^f liberty, which I have illuftrafed at coa- 
fiderable length, becaufe it is not generally underftoody 
includes, firft, perfonal liberty; fecondly, liberty of 
a<5lion; thirdly, liberty of conference j fourthly, liberty 
of communication of fentiment. 

To all thefe modifications of liberty within the limu 
tations above dated, every member of fociety has an 
equal right i nor can any difcrimination of rank, of 
fortune, or of abilities, entitle any one to any privilege 
in thefe refpefls, which is not equally due to avery ha* 
inan being who is poflefied of a found mind, has reaeb- 
ed the years of maturity, aad harnBt^vokintarily fufc* 
je^ed hijnfelf \» the eontroul , of another. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Thai it h /itf interest »/ cJovERitMENTS io fyrefertt 
INVIOLATE /j&^ kidTHT <?/*LtBERTy, at ob^e exflained* 



IT is a falfc notion to fiippofe that govcrntncnts aT« 
moft firmly eftabliOied when the liberty of tbt 
fitbjedl, or of the citizen^ is deftroyed^ k will, in fad, 
be found, on mature confideration, that it is as muck 
the intcreft of governors, as of the governed, that this 
grand right be religioufly obferved in all its branchfrs* 
It is true that no government can fubfift in the midfjb 
•f licentioufnefs. But, lioentioufnefs and defpotifm are 
only different ftames for the fame thing » Lkeuthii^ 
fafs is a contempt of laW, and right, and juftice--*is th« 
dominion ofpaffion, and caprice, atul violence. And» 
what other definkton can be given of defpotifrt f In 
the midft of that anarchy which licentii!mfnefs introdu- 
ces, thofe who have acquired the greateft influence 
Over the multitude lead them at their pleafure, and 
ufurp the moft defpotic power over the reft oi the 
community. This power continues as long as the fa- 
vour that produced ir» and then gives place to another 
dominion, equally capricious and cruel. Society is 
thus agitated with unceadug coAvulfions till it iinkii 
under abfolute power, or a happy combination of cir* 
cumftances eftablifli. the equal and impartial govern- 
ment of law, and of authority founded on its bafu. 

jD^i/m pro4u€es fimilar tSz^h though in an ia^ 
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Mited courfck It levels all to exalt o»e / ani!, ic]cnow* 
ledging no title but fcMrce, tramples under fool every 
claim of right Tt^hicH is oppofed to its dominion. But* 
^isallpowefy v^n feparated from jaftice» muft fall 
before fuperior power contending with it ; and as 
Haves, whenever they have the courage to refift, and 
the fagacity to combine againft^ their mafler, muft 
inevitably crulh him ; fo, every defpot fhares all the 
terror he infpires, and joim irembUng nmth his commands. 
Knowing himfelf the enemy of mankind, he can place 
no iSDi^deace in their aSedi«n, and make no appeal 
to theh^ juftice. When his power begins to totter, the 
fear that retrains them is renE)Oved» and the intereft 
0iiit engaged themv in hi ^ favour paiTes over to the 
quarter where it can be better promoted. While flat* 
tery i« endeavouring to lull him to fccurity, treachery 
is machinating his deftru^on \ and he is often over- 
whelmed before he has time to prepare either for xefift« 
«ice or for efcape.* 

To this (it^ation, di&nal even in its greateft pre-emi^ 
neffceand fplendor, aliabofes of power infenfibly lead* 
SihaUer violations of right are ^afily borne, becaufe 
tiicy arc not generally or fevcrely felt. This fuccefa 
tempts to greater opprcffion, while the luft and die, 
advantaged of power, (Umulate to ejttend its limi(St 

. • ft a Wdaderfttt how nearly defpotifij, ^nl pure democracf* 
Jt^pxftuch each other. They are ioth the governrocnt of the mob, 
at kaft on many occaHons. In pure democracy this is fofiiclentif 
ertdent. Derpottim can Only be maintained by tfat isnny { aim},* 
H^en xhit atmy b'fiomeroii«« ie can dep«& th/s fovfi^igii ^X ^^iwiUt 
The Roman emperors were fucceffively elected, dethroned and but- 
cl^eted, hy the Prciorian guards. The Turklfli Sultan is at i\>c 
mercy of t\\it Janinarlev. See Gibbon*! hiii^orf Of ifae' E>rtlt9e «ii. 
Fall of the Roman Empire, tot* n cliap. Tiii* j«. 309* Svo edkioii^ 
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and- to eiffife its Auradon* Oppre'ffioti, 9f laft, be. 
conies neceflary to its own fupport, and the fear of 
redrefsy fuggefts the ^accumulation of in^ftice. Abu* 
fcs grow intolerable ; violent refiftance appears the only 
means of relief ; and the moment which advances opi 
preffion to its completion, becomes the period of its 
overthrow. For, when the bodies of men are neither 
effeminated by^ luxury, nor enfeebled by climate, nor 
their minds brutified by ignorance, they canRot iaili - 
fooner or later, to fliake <Jff the yoke of tyranny, -and 
to break her fceptre in pieces* As in fuch circ«m£bm# . 
ces, however, their lethargic paffivflii*Jt is difpelled hf 
extraordinary .fiimulants, and tlk urions ; pafiioni 
of rcfcntment and revenge are violeuly roufed* th# 
mod atrocious adls of cruelty are ezercifed towards 
their opJ>reflbrs, or thofe whom they conceive to have . 
been joincJK with them in the odious combination agafnft 
their fpecies ; and the vindication of violated right is , 
thus often accompanied with the mod Vagrant iajiifticed , 
In this manner human fociety, which (hould be the 
fafeguard of human happinefs, fb frequently eiliiibits 
alternate fcenes of rigoroiis defpotifm, and of furioiM -» 
anarchy; of injuftice in the maintenanee of ufarped - 
power, and of violence in the fubverfion of it ; of ^ofil 
abufes in the adminiftration of ^vemraents, and of la* 
mentable calamities in the reformation of them- Th^ 
only ftablc government is that which is founded on 
equal liberty, limited by law, admintllered with Inode^ 
ration, fupported by the comMnodinterefts of the whote' 
political body, and difplayed in the glorious eft^s -rf 
internal order, and external fecuritj—o£ improviag. ia« 
duftrj ^ civiliMitioOf aad virtttcv 
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C H A P T E R VI; 
0/ RIGHTS piculidr U certain sTArto^s aad AB<LiTflt 



BESIDES thofe rights, equal!7 beloBg'mg to all, 
which have been above tilirftrated, there «ie 
others, which, although thej are (banded on the diftinc* 
tions of rank and fortune, or on the general fubordi- 
nation which civil fociety requires, are neverthelefii 
deductble from that notion of equality eftabliihcd in 
the firft part of this Effaj. 

I. Thofe who are placed in the highei* ftations, and 
hivefted with offices of government and command, as 
they owe the difcharge of thefe important fun6linnfi 
to the public, are entitled, from this very confideratron, 
to the obedience of thofe who are fubjeded to their 
authority. As members of the focial body they arc 
bound to promote its intereft by the moft efiedual 
means in their pdwen The peculiar diredion of this 
utility IS determined by their offices themfelves. This 
line cannot be purfued without the legal obedience 
and fubmiffipn of the reft of the community. Hence 
that equality of obligation which binds the former td 
the jttft and xealous difcharge of their fundlions, hmdi 
alio die latter to a ready and cheerful fubjcdion to tbeic 
liuthority. 

n. When the neceflary balance of the political bo- 
dy, or that encouragement of merit which tends ft 
powerfully to promote itsbigheft iatereftthiive fai&4 
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a certain dbfi of^aaea t* certain, hoaou 9Ad pririm 
leges ; tbefe are» bj that equality itfelf which fobfiftt 
among all in their common relation to the public goodi 
entitled to the advantages and refped which are an* 
nexed to their ftation, which the public welfare requires 
fhottid be maintained in becomisg fplendour • and 
dignity. 

.^Vben^bj political conftitmtons, peculiar marks of 
diiljUi^ion are affigiied to eminent talents and Tirtuest 
Uiofe who difplaj them have a juft daim on the public 
to the diftin(flion which is their reward, and on every 
member of the community for the regard which that 
diftindion requires. Views of public intereft fuggeft 
fuch dtftindions as Incentives to merit, in order to ex. 
trad from all the members of the focial body the great- 
eft poffible fum of exertion, and to diffufe its influence 
«ver the whole* It is juft, therefore, that thoie who 
contribute in the moft diftinguifiied degree to the com« 
moQ welfare (hould enjoy a proportionable (bare of 
honor sind advantage, adapted to the peculiar man« 
no- IB which their utility has been difplayed. Tede^ 
prive them of this would be to deftroy their relation, 
to the community, and that equality which confifts in 
the common obligation of all to contribute to its bene- 
fit, and to receive a proportionate return* 

IIL When richesy acquired by honeft induftry, or. 
eiyoyed in virtue of thofe laws which perpetuate pro- 
perty, whatever be its value and extent, enable their 
poiieflbrs to relieve want, to foothe afflidion, to diffufe 
around them a fpirit of improvement, to encourage in- 
duftry, and to make their fuperfiuity circulate through 
the generalmafs of the communuy, they confer on the 
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ttpnkilaJQft tide to ceofideration and Intmttvtjtn 
proportion to the fupertor benefits they beftow on all 
wlio are placed whfain the fphere of their adion; It 
would be as.onjnft to deny them this confideratson, 
as it would be to withhold from a day-laboarer hishire^ 
•»from a good roan the eftecm whieh is his due. 

IV. The fame confiderations give to the inferior 
lanks of fociety/ and to the community in general, 
m equal right to denuind that all delegated power and 
anthority, as all civil power undoubtedly is, be employ* 
ed folely for tife ends for which it was conferred, and 
tiiat all honorary diftin^om, be neither ^eftowed on 
the undeferving, nor perverted to the purpofes of 
pridC) of infole&ce» and of opprtffion« Tlie commu<. 
fiity at targe has a right to demand that the legifiative 
power be conRantly dire^ed by views ef general mill' 
ifp and not by partial fyftems which injure and dtftreft 
ffae whole by throwing all advantages on one fide of 
the poHtical body ; that the executive power never 
exceed its legal bounds* and, by an impartial adminif« 
trajion of j^ilice, maintam all m tfte equal cnjoymcnU 
^ their rights j th^t rank^ fupported with dignity, and 
tempered with the afiabiKty and condefcenfion becom- 
faig every dozen ; that wealth be not abufed to intro* 
dttce and foment profligacy af manners> or to abet 
injuftice; and that talents be not perverted to diffcmi- 
nate opinions and principles fubvtrfive of virtue, and 
pernicious to feciety.^ 

V. AH men have an equal, though imperfe^l:, ri^H 
to thofe offices of humanity, which| while t^ey coft 
the performers of them little trouble, are the f?«recthers 
of fecial ifitcrcourfe 5 and to t^ie compaffi<)fi and relief 
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•f odiers, proportioned to their condition and circum« 
^ancest when they are overpowered by dijdrefe and 
calamity. ^ This r/^^/, it is truci cannot be fo . defiue4 
as to admit of any individual's claiming a determined 
portion of the good offices of any of his fellow men.; 
nay.,' the fulfilment of its obligations muft from its very 
nature, be left to every one's judgment and feelingSt 
But) as men aflbciate for their mutual benefit and com- 
fort> as humanity is interwoven with the human con« 
ftitution, and as compafllon with diftrefs is one of thQ 
firongeft feelings of our nature, h is undoubted that^ 
to every fituation which is calculated to call thefe feel, 
ings into aftion, a certain nghi is annexed to expe<5l: and 
require them, and a general obligation lies on all to 
advance the happinefs of their fellow men by every 
mean in their power. As the ordinary offices of civi. 
lity niuft vary according to the different conditions and 
ranks of men ; fo the companion which is due to their 
diftreis> and the relief which it prompts toa£Fbrd» mu(^ 
be greatly affe<fted by the fame confiderations. For» 
as a lofs which would, ruin a man in narrow circunw 
fiances, would not at all affed a perfon of affluent for- 
tune ; foy on the other hand, there are fituations which 
would appear to one in an obfcure ftation highly eligl- 
ble» which would overwhelm thofe of a more elevated 
condition with iaexpreflible deje&ionandanguifii* What 
would feem to one perfon a fingular benefit, would, to 
another in different circumftances, either be no benefit 
at all, or interpreted into a cruel affront. AH thea 
haveanequ^ right to offices of humanity and kind- 
neft ; but the degree and manner of thefe offices muft 
be determined by the circumftant^es and rank of the 
perfoas towards whom they are exyrctfed. This prO" 
portiM h required by equality itC^ 
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C A P T E R VII. 
•BMERAii iHifwKtvitf from the whqlb §/ this book. 



I HAVE now endeavoured to enumerate, and eftaV,. 
lij(h, as concifely as pofllble, the different rights 
Aatjflov from ihe patural equality of men, confidere^ 
X9 iu I>r9per light. Some of thefe are fo e/Tentially 
necejTary to hui^an bappinefs, t^at thej cannot be vio- 
lated without ovf rturning the firil principles of fociety* 
They are the|imdamenul articles of the focial compact, 
/or ^e mainten4;nf:e of which mankind, if not explicitly, 
.y<A tacitlyt 8|nd by the inftitution of civil fociety itfclf, 
haife (iipu}ali(4 10 i^linquiih fbxQe portion of their na- 
lot^ liberjtyt s|fid to commit, to a certain number of its 
members, the concentrated power of the community 
for the benefit of all. Civil fociety annihilates not the 
natural rights of men, but fences, fecures, and improves 
them* By circumfcribing them by the limits which the 
political union requires, it condenfes, as it ^ere, their 
cffcnce, and giv^s it greater ftrength and folidity. 

Others of thefe rights flow, indeed, from the lame 
principles ; but, as they cannot be fo precifely afcer- 
tained as to edablift an exadt and definite claim in 
every particular cafe, they may admit of a lefs rigor- 
ous obfervance, without wounding the vitals of human 
aflbciation. Ifthofe of the former clafs conftitute the 
foundations of the foci^ fabric, thofe of the latter 
indicate th« means of its confolidati^n and higheftim* 
H 
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prorement. When all thefe rights are maintamedt 
according io their refpeftivc importanccy as far as the 
human condition vfiil admity focietyis flouriihing and 
happy under whatever form of political adminiftration 
it may be placed. There are, it is true, certain fonps 
«cf govemmentf which, as their conftitution itfelf threa- 
tens even the moft important of them with deftrudicm» 
are, therefore, efTentially bad. But, there, are others 
which maintaining the grand prerogatives of human 
nature, have a dired tendency to advance focial hap- 
pinefs, though in different degrees. Under fuch go* 
vemments mankind may always confider it as a fortu- 
nate circumftance to be placed. That government is 
the bed in which all the inherent rights of human nature 
are inviolably fecured, legal authority is maintained, 
and reftridted to its objeds, the power of the'^ate is em- 
pkyed to promote the general happtnei& ; and ineq^tat' 
ity itfelf tends to preferve equaHty of lawi and parity of 
obligatieni among all the members of the commimityt 
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BOOK III. 

What art tit DUTEES re/Mng from tH 
EQUALITY of MANKIND i 

C H A P T E R I. 
PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 

THE divifion of my fu^je^y on which I now en* 
ter> opens a field comprehending every focial 
ftn^ ^^^^ duty, becaufe every duty of this dafs fup- 
pofes reciprocal obligations founded on the terms of 
equality^ on which jnen aflbciate. Nay, as in order 
to difcharge the duties we owe to our fellow men, and 
fellow citizens, it is ncceflary to reftrain oui fcliift 
paffions within jufl bounds ; and, as the Divine an* ^ 
thority fandions every human •bligation and religion is 
the firmeft bond of fociety, the duties of piety, as well 
as thofe of felf-command apd moderation, might be iQ« 
culcatedon the fame principles. Hence a complete 
treatifc of pradlical morality might be produced; But, 
as this Ei^y has already fwclled .beyond the bounds 
which I at firft jjropofed to it, I dull confine myfelf 
to tb^ confideration of cbcfe duties which dire<Uy flow 
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fr^m die prmciplesof eqiialttj alira^ eft4ibliflied» ztA 
from the rights which thej confinn^ The duties now 
to be illnftrated will» therefore! correfpoiid to the 
two grand divifions of rigi^tj explained in the prece* 
4\ng Book*. 

• Ch. 11. 111. IV. VI. 
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CHAPTER IL 

^// MEn equally bound to resphct fh primitive rights 

fif HUMAN NATURE. 



A^ the inherent rights of human nature are the 
fmidamci)tal articles ot* the focial compact, for 
the maimenaiKe gnd prefervation of which civil focje- 
ty is-conftituteA every violation of thcfe is not only an 
atrociotts injury to the individual who fuifers it, but is 
a'diredattaek on fociety itfelf. No pre-eminence or 
l^erogali^ whatever can give a title to deprive an 
innocent member of the community of thofe rights, 
without which hisexiftcnce is either precarious or mif^ 
eraUe ; ^ii c^^y, attempt to infringe them is^ on 
the part of the aggre^Qr, a renunciation of his focial 
advanUgefw heeaufe thefe advantages are infeparably 
coancfted with the oW'erVance of the rights now under 
eonfideration. It is to fubdituie force in the place 
€£ rigAif9.ndf of confequence, to acknowlettge that fu- 
perior power is entitled- to make him fubmit i$i. his turn • 
• Thi^ principle, carried in every . inflance as far as . it 
Vrill go, . tears ^fuitder every focial and civil tie, tram- 
.plfis under footeverydidate of juftice, and introduces a 
j^lftte of iMiceafiiig hodility and violeace. 

Indeeirfo eflcntial are fome •fthoic rights to the 
very cxiftence of fociety, that they are fenced and fecu- 
red by the' ftrongeft civil fanflions. Life and proper- 
ty cannot be diredly attacked without expofing the 
aggreflbr to the Icvereft penalties. Bat in what a va- 
H ^ 
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iiety of indirect ways nay ii^ories of thh* nfttnte be 
efferedi without any rilk of haman puniflimeat ? Life 
is cleftroyed not only by the dagger, or t^ the bowl, 
but by withholding die means of its fupporti Life is 
aot fo defirable on its own accoui^t^ as on account <il 
the enjoymenu which it fumilhes. Property is with- 
drawn from its lawful pofleflbr, not only by robbery, 
or by theft, but alfo by every fpecies of unfair com. 
mcrcc. Every deceitful pra^ice, therefore, i^hercby 
advantage is taken, under whatever colour, of the ig- 
norance or of the neceffity of met, to deprive them of 
their property without an equivalent, is a violation o£ 
the right of property, and every •pprei&ve a6t whi«h 
cuts off or dtminifbes the means of a comfortable fubfift* 
«nce,^s an attack upon life itfelf* To reduce meti to the 
difmal necefiity of dragging out exigence in mifery 
and contempt, to make them curfe the day ef their 
birth, and fi^h for that of their difiblution, to render 
die tendered of xuture's ties an aggravation of diftreis ; 
what is this but to fpare Hfe in order to perpetuate 
torment ? And to this difiooal condition how great a 
portion of the human race is reduced — ^a conditita 
inore s^bjeA than that of the brute creation, Vhich na. 
tare has provided with the neceflary fupply of their 
wants, and given them defu-e^ for nothing morei 
Shall any rights whatever, derived wholly from polt 
tical inftitutlons, founded, for the moft part, in barba* 
^ rous ignorance and tyrannic oppreffion, be^ppo&dto 
thofe clear and permanent rights^ which the Creator 
has conferred on all men equally, by the gift oflife 
2t(etf, and by the natural i&culties (^providing for Its 
ifupply ! Shall he who cultivates the foil be deprived of 
an adequate ihare of the fruits Which his induftry pro. 
^duces, and pine in want^ while the labour of his kaadi 



AN ESSAY, kc. 



"feeds laturiens^idlcnefs? Shzll^e right of property 
beeftabliftcd only for thofe \Ao conmbme nothing 10 
the general ftock, but confttme and wafte what the lA- 
duftry of others has provided, and (ball that property 
which nature has beftewed on her children^ in the fa- 
culties of their minds and of their bodies, be cOftfidered 
as a mark of degradation, and a badge ofHavtry ? 

How contrary are fuch fenttments, and thecO&dtfft 
they produce, to that juft notion of equality above efr 
tabliihed, .which reprefents every human being as a co!>- 
ftitucnt member of the focial body, and in his peculiar 
ftation, equally neceffary, with every other, to the coin* 
iDon welfare ; which exhibits man to man as childfin 
of one comnwn parent, as brethem conned^d no Icf* 
by one common xntereft, than by one conimon orrginy 
and difcriminated, by different diftindlions of ocdapa* 
' tton and place, merely that the general good may ht 
more effe^lually advanced. For, although fuch views 
of fociety may, by fome whofc policy is but half wif- 
dom, be claffed armong the theories of moraliils, or the 
vifions of divines, they are the only , reprefentation» 
that can ftand the teft of r^fon, or bear the eye ^f 
inquiry. 

• Equally incumbent, on all meft, k the duty to ref- 
pe£t the r/]p^/ which every innocent individual has t9 
cbaraSler and liberty. But, How little i*' this ^ty rc- 

» garded ? Civil laws catlnot do fo much for, the fecnrity 
of the rights', to ^hich it relates, as for thofe of Ufe 
aiid property ; becaufe it is not fo eafy to define, itt 
^very cafe, their ezadl extent, and much more h^ 6a 

. that account, left to the difcretton and virtue ofindi- 
f iduab.' 'iPhat degree of cbaraAcr #faicli is afiffi|Ice4 
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hj open and dircA caVunrny,- may, ifi&ed, be . aVaijrs 

^xa^ly afcercained, and every infra<^k)n of it become 

. ithe Xubjed of legal animadverfion. This is alfo the 

. cafe with regard tp perfonal liberty. But, in hew ma- 

.py inftanccsmay a chara<flcr.be ruined, without its being 

,inthep<>werof the injured perfon to find any legal 

redrefs ; and how much may one's juftliberty be cir- 

cumfcribed and infringed syithout any ground o£ legal 

;cpiQplaint ? The daily •coiKivKftjftf mankind towards, one 

..gn9(^er, inthefe rcfpe(5ls,isthe ftrongeft evidence both of 

. the nece£Sty of a civil government, and of its infufS- 

., ciencv for the fecurity of human happinefs. It mani. 

,,feils the malevolent propenfities by which mankind are 

often a<iuated, and, of confequence, the neccdky of 

.. coercive power ; and, fince thefe evil propen^ties 

. bi^rfl ottt on fo m?ny quarters, notwithftanding the 

.^aathprity pf laws, this evinces the great utility of pHi- 

; Jolbp^ical and religious indrtuSlion, which applies to 

. the under (landing and the heart, and, by purifying the 

,.ibu^e of adlion, renders condudl more conformable to 

:. humapi nature, and more conducive to human felicity. 

., JDfi unh otherr AS you ^tjh them- to do%rtto you^^x^ 
a maxim that anfwers^very cafe in which we can have 
any intercourfe with our fellow men. It is founded oa 
•' the cqaality orhuinan«2^urer HRiidft.aU the diverfities 
. of condition and circam^ances. It takes, as the rule 
. of. condpft, ihe feelings of e; very individual, fuppofing 
\ ^ts condttiqn were exchanged with that of tlie perfpn 
. towards whom be a<5ts. .Itxoold never, therefore, be 
. a juft ftaQdard, if the fame duties were not equally 
^ in,cainbent lOn all in the fame circ urn dances.' Now, 
. with refpe<a to reputation and liberty^ which every h,tt- 
\,iD^ beittg fo w^irnf y cheriO^, and fo eagerly purfueu 
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^sride 0Q|^ & Ui?e. peculiar effieacj^. Vbl»mthift 
-f^fpe^yitisfiibftiiiainefbll]^ and frequently vioIatieJL 
It is aftonilhingiocbiertethef eneralaverfiontoreprowcli 
and cenftre, and tUe generd propfenfity to reproaeh 
tnd ccnftire others ; the high opinioli ^tch tnoft pdj- 
pic entertain brthetoftlves, and wifli the world to eii- 
tertain of them, aiW their inclination to think iB rf 
others, ttad to nndervahie and dimtnifh their good 
qualities. It is natnrdl to foppofe, that^ as the exp6- 
'riencc cf diftrefs rexfders men prone to coffipaffion,* 
fo the love of character, and arerfion from difgrace, 
ivhJch operate fo powerfully In ercry haman breaftj 
'Would render men 'delicate in ififliding^ on others, 
'thofe pains which are fo grievous to themfelves, and m 
depriving 'them bf thofe fati^sfadion* whiclT they at* 
count fo delicious. Butthefe fenfationsa^, under the 
'itnpulTe of fe)fi(hhds in a contrary liianfier. Mea 
think thatthe reputation of others (lands in the way of 
•their owb, and that fMr elxcdlence cannot be exUUtihi 
unlefs tlnofe interpofidg dmti)^iiees t>c thrown down, 
and the public eye wholly fixed on themfelVes. Wh8e 
men are thus employed in Idvellihgeach oth^r, no real 
' precmineifce remains to any, and nothing tsdi^Iayccl, 
to every judicious eye, but oiw ^idc extent of malignity 
and corruption, Evefy one wiflbes his opinion orhit 
* neighbor to be bdieved ; and his wiih is granted. But 
the fulfilment of this vd(h equally wounds the charac- 
ters of all. The blemiihes he ditover^in another, Of • 
imputes to him, are acknowledged ; thofe which ano- 
ther lays to his charge meet with the fame credit. 
Thus every one by endeavoring to^ tx^t himfelf at 
another's eapence, only points put the means of his 
'>wn depreiIion,and,by fetting the example, provt)kcp 

• fUo4 ifiurt aali m\Gsih C^cwnxc 4ii«ti». 
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At reft of mankind to afis chem. Snch bowcref » is tbi 
.fiifinnation of felf-IoTe» that the ^ generality of men fofh 
pok themielTes rerylitttle obnozions to cenfnre ; an<^ 
while they are indulging the moft Ticions. paflion^ rf 
the human heart» envy or reyenge, they flatter them- 
felref with the vain notioa that their turpitude is un- 
obfenred. As often as I refled on the prevalence of 
detradion, of obloquy, and of flander, I find it difficult 
to determine whether it proceeds, more from weakae& 
or from malignity ; whether it is more ^ an objeA of 
contempt or of deteftation. What can be more ma- 
lignant than to delight in the deftrudtion of one of the 
deareft of human enjoyments ? What mere foolifli and 
ridicnlous than for a perfon to a&ult others, and t« 
ftppofe that the attack will not be returned i 

. Hie (ame abfiirdity and injuftice is confpicuous in the 
mutual condttd of men with regard to liberty. How 
few are ready on every occafion to grant to others the 
fiune freedom which they take to themf^es ! Siich is 
die fpirit of domination univerfaUy diflFufed, that what 
Pope limiu only to one fez* is equally applicable to 
hoih^-^the b9e ofpUafure^ and the love o/po'vaer. Indeed* 
the one neccflarily draws after it the other. The love 
of pleafure produces the-defire of the means of obtain- 
ing ity and of extending influence and power as far as 
' pofEble. For why are men tyrants,, but becaufe th^y 
. wifh freely to indulge their inclinations, unreftrsuncd 
by juftice, unlimited by moderation? While felf-bvc, 
therefore, is the predominant principle of the human 
heart, tyranny will not be confined to thrones an^d do- 
minionsp to principalities and poweis^ but fpread 
through every fphere and condition of life. It is not 
If mach the hicUoat^oa as tbe power that is Waothig t 
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imd the ttmpttf which is ordrbearing smd mjuift in 
fyriyate life; would be a Nero if feated on a throne* 
X.et us only confider the fond attachment which moft . 
ihen have to their own opinions and mode of lifcy their 
eager defire to impofe them on others, their impa- 
tience of contradidtion^ their propenfity.to fquare the 
anions of other men by their own rillet their luft of 
homage and precedence, their eagemefs to rife abQve 
others, and to indulge their ambition in every little 
ihanner which their fphere prefents to them, their re* 
feotment of affronts and injuries, apparent as well as 
real, their felf-conceit and averdon from amendment 
— ^we behold the feeds of tyranny lurking ip almoft 
, every human bread.; and ftall ceafe to wonder thaty 
'vdien great power is poffefTed, it Ihould be fo frequently 
abufed. How feldom is the freedom of fpeech and 
adion enjoyed ^ven in the freed ftates of civil fociety ! 
J^et any one rccoUea wh^t paffes beifbr^ his eyes cvei7 
day ; let him confider how often he is obliged to regu^ 
late his words, not fo much by the interns^ ibntiitiqits 
of his own h^art, ashy the opinions and prejudices of 
thofe with whom he aifociates, and his adions^ not fb 
much by th^ immutable rules of duty, as by the flctl* 
tious (landards of the world, and he. will, confefs that 
jione can enjoy the true freedom of a man, but he whd 
has the forticdde to facriiice to this exalted, privileg^n 
hU mod valuable temporal ihtereds, and his chief focTal 
pleafures Prejudiees born of ignorance^ or of pride» 
are nburifhed by education, ftrengthened by intereft, or 
fbppoxted b.y that felf^ove which is bumbled by the 
dtpofition (tf them. Ciiftom an<} fafliionhave efiab- 
limed arbitrary rules and forms, which however coa- 
trary to reafon, it is confidered as unl^wful^ at leadt^s 
lM|Ur (idicuto4S| t9 i»frin|;e« The man. ^o ^f 
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jpmi^i ta think, t% fp«ak, or to ^ diffiertml^ £rom ^ 
geaeraUtfy^Tcaiii matters ofiiogular iJ9Qportsuu:e tj| 
Uie comxnon good, is Joolted upon as an Bnfocial fa- 
yage bemgy who i^paiating biinfelf fr^m his fpecLss, i| 
entitled to no Ihare of tbejr regard and affedion. [ It if 
welly if he is np^ ezpofed to the fevereft e&fts or ;;efenv 
ment and hatred. 

WwJthand external dignity, although .they cannof 
of thcmfelY£s introduce o;?e ray of light into the uu; 
dcrftanding, or implant one virtue in w heart, affume 
the privilege of didating \n inattcrs of tafte, of polluw, 
of fcience,ofznorality>andtOf Religion, ajxd ^f bearing 
down all who fubfcribe not to their artutrary decrees, 
^hc refpcd due to rank, and the influence which- for- 
tune juftly clsdms, every ^an of fenfeai^d of integrity 
frill readily acknowledge.. and beftow. But tjif^t a 
i©an*;s]udge3?icnt fliould be pieafured ty his title, crt 
Juszperit, weighed by his gQld ) .that fortune and. i^nk 
fiipuldnqt only poflefs their righx^ul precedence, but 
j^ib vffurp the honour whiph Is eq^ially due to geniu^s 
^d learning, to wifdqm and virtue; that a feafiblp 
jind honeft man (hould pot ^are to, ezprefs his fenti- 
ments, becaufe they aric Repugnant' to thofe of another 
.decorated . with the l^adges of diftindiGn, or . pQiTefled 
of a large update ; Js fuch a peryerfion of nature, fuch 
:^n inffradion of liberty, as mankind could never be 
brovgbt to endure but by thofe habits of 'feryility 
'^Vrhich iuaemioas effeminacgr M introduced^ It will be 
.jii^fwerfd, thattfais'frpedp]^, every nian who cho.o^^s {:• 
.p&it,may eagoy. iBut .|it what c^p5nce i at the cx- 
pence of incurrwp^ die k^i^eft difp)eafure of xlje exal- 
ited perfon whom be difol^liges, andpif feeling Jbis^pQWRT 
W^5?l^ IP.^ Aim ^Jjft^ 
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'' But, why complain of the exorbitant and tyrannic 
Cal pretenfions of rank and fortune, when genius, 
t^hich has already fecured fame, frequently exhibits 
the fame dogmatical and oppreffive fpirit ? How of- 
ten have thofe, whofe literary character has already 
attracted the greateft confideratioii and refped, ufur- 
ped a di^atorial power both in converfation and wri- 
ting, contradided without argument, keenly refented 
die fmalleft diflFerence of opinion, even when their 
fentiments were manifeftly abfurd, fhared out their ap- 
probation by the meafure of flattery they received, and 
inflidled cenfure, not according to perfonal or literary 
merit, but according to the prejudice or difguft by 
which they were influenced. In reading the lives of 
fome diftinguiflied geniufes, I have found my indig- 
nation as much fired by their pride and infolence, and 
by the tame fubmiffion with which they were borne, 
as by the oppreflion of civil defpots, and the fervility 
of the reft of mankind. In fa6t, genius and reputation 
give as little title to domineer as fortune and rank. 
For, whatever mental fu peri or ity a many may difplay, 
he is inferior to others iii mny qualities, equally ne- 
ceifaiy to the common good as the talents he pofTcfres. 
Brilliant powers are frequently counterbalanced by 
contemptible weakneffes, and great virtues by (hame- 
ful vices. In proof of this alfcrtion, I might inftance 
the lives of fome of the grcateft literary chara<fter«. 

As individuals are adlu;^ted by a. tyrannical fpi- 
rit, fo nations claim to themfelves the preroga- 
tive of reducing to flavery others inhabiting a diffe- 
rcnt climate, or diftinguifced by a difierent goIqut 
of countenance. Ariftotle, in that very book Tshere 
lie cftabliflies the grand principles of a free govern- 
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tAenu* i& n«>fc aihaxtied tor aflerC, that ikt Gredks 
l^ert dcftined, by nature, to rote th^ other nations of 
the earth j and founds this right on their fuperior ge- 
nius and civilisation. Had that philoTopherforefeen the 
prefent ftate'of bis own country, and that of thofe na-^ 
tions whom he confidered as appointed to continue 
fcarbarians to the end of time, he would have acknow- 
ledged the fuiiUty of his argument. But the nations 
•f Europe, who have exchanged baib^rifm for re- 
finement, have adopted the fame prindple, and 
fuppofe that fuperiority of art and policy carries along 
with it the right of oppreffing thofe whofe ftatc is ftill 
rude and uncultivated. The principles cftablHhed ia 
this Eflay fufliciently evince that no pre-eminence of 
fiigacity, wfiUom, ingenuity, or ftrength can entitle 
iny human being, or any fociety of men, to deprivo- 
^ers of the taherent and unalienable rights oJF human 
suture. 

But, fince principles diredlly contrary to thcfe influ- 
ence the generality of mankind, the prefent ftate of 
fociety is perfedlly conformable. As few men have 
tlie courage to facrifice their intereft, their pleafure, 
w their fanle, to their regard for truth and jufticei 
lie great concern is, to fpeak and a6l, not as reafoa 
and virtue dictate, but 2ls intcrefted views, in conform- 
rng to the opinions, humours, and manners of dthersi 
may require. For, how is the favor of the greater 
part of men to be caught, but bf adulation aYid fer- 
vile refpetft ? and what fo efficacious for incurring their 
difpleafare, as that manly and generous conduA 
and converfatioDi which indicate left foUcitiide to fc« 

* P«itu'c« iih. I pm 
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elure %Vqr t&an to enjoy felf-cftcem, a groator lort of 
lnanki)()d than refpedJ for individuals? Hence, mod 
men have an opinion for every company they frequent,' 
and change their fentiments oftener ihan their drefs* 
The art of pleaiing, reduced into fyftem, ' and p'radifcdr 
by every one who affiimes the character of poiitenefs, 
has given the fame fkape and coloring to the ixianners 
of all ; and thofc prominent features, which charafte* 
xize arid diftinguifh, are rubbed *oS by the file of civHi!- 
^y and fafhion. Poiitenefs is making coJiftant de- 
^nands — ^propriety impofing new laws — -men are , al- 
ways the Haves of cuftora, and feldoni follow the bent 
pfpheiro.wn genius and. temper, .Society is a fpecies 
of ftage, on which the a(^ors appear in their turns, and 
play their, pans. The real charader remains behind 
the fcenes. The great conteft is, who (hall a(5l with 
die moft powerful efFedl on the fpedators, and pro- 
ifuce the completed illufion. He is, therefore, mol 
applauded, and bears the higheft price, who appears 
lead hirafelf, and p^rfoqates moft fuccefsfuUy the af- 
fumed (5hara(fter. Should an unciviliEed fon of jiature 
l>e introduced into our European circles, he would, at 
firll, conclude , that humanity and benevolence had 
thecfr fixed their abode. But, as foon as he was in- 
formed that all this was but fcenefy and ftage eff-cft, 
he would be uncertain whether moft to admire the 
£kill with which the r^prefentation was condud^ed, or 
to deteft the duplicity which could fo completetly af- 
fume the appearance of qualities, of which th«« reality 
was wanting.* 

By thefe diftereat infraAions of the original right* 
*See K^m&Bmi Di^<Muri for tes Sciences «t I«3 Arcs, f. 11 
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of man above mentiooedy fociety is redaced to iu pre- 
ient unhappy condition, in which the Hobbedan ftate 
of nature appears in the micift of civilization and re- 
finement. The interefts, the purfuits, and the paffions 
of men conftantly a^fling in oppofition, infpire, in the 
midft cf unceafing competition, unremitting caution 
and fcilicitous jealoufy. The fpecious mafk of civility 
and complaifance is often affumed t© conceal the moft 
hoftlle dcfigns. The language of nature is unknown, 
nnd the warm expreffions of aflfedion either fall to the 
^iiound dedltute cf all meaning, or are perverted to 
cunvey an ironical conception of contempt and diflike.* 

. liow different would be the face of fociely, if the juft 
equality of mankind were duly confidered, and the 
inherent rights of human nature refpefted as they 
ought ! But this confummation, devoutly to be wiifaed, 
will only take place, when men (hall Ijelieve and prac- 
•tife Chriftianity, 'dindi dc the mjiil of their Heavenij Father 
en earthy as it is done in Heaven* 

• Fugrre pudor, vcrumque. fiJefque ; 
^ In quorum fuhlere locum, frduJefquc, doiique, 
lafiviuc^jjc, ec vi8, ct amor fccleratus habendi.^ 

O^iiJi^ Mctano. I, i, v. 130. 



AK ESSAY, «tc. Of 



CHAPTER III. 

Tie DUTIES effhofi nvh are placed in the isjferioh, 
STATIONS ^f LIFE &r erJanued yjUh iNfcmoic 

CAPACfTlES and POWERS. 



IF the diftributioa of abilities ilhiftratcd m the firft 
Book*, and a diverfity of ranks in fociety, be bed 
Calculated to promote the happincfs, not only of xiyt 
focial body in general, but of every Individual that 
compofcs il, how iniqiiitcus and unreafonable is « w 
oppofc this plan, and to complain of its arraiigetntnit 
becaufe it coincides not with the fuggeftiotts of ambi- 
tion and caprice ? When men defpife thofe talents a«4 
that rank in life which divine providence has allottdL 
them, and afpire at others for which they were nevet 
defigned by nature, th«y aim at fubvertirg that equaitf.^ 
ty of obligation which affigns particular duties 'to par'- 
ticular abilities and fituations, and requires (hem to be 
anfwercd by others of a different order. For, if eve- 
ry man is at liberty to defert the poft affigned hin^ 
dnd to invade anoUicr's province, how (hall the ioft- 
rior ftationsbe filled, which are not kis ceceflkry to 
the general welfare than the more eminent f If, in jthe 
circumftances in which any given number of men c«n 
be placed, there be unavoidable hardflxips and inc<»r 
Tenrences, why ftould thcfc rather be fupported hj 
(uch as have never been accuflosned to theni, and are 
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therefore totally unqualified for (neir duUes, than hf 
thofe whom educatioD* and habic, have beft adapted to ' 
fuch (ituations ? Yet, unlefs thefe inconvenenctes be 
endured, thefe difficulties encountered by fome, the 
ftations in queftion mud be deferted, and a void left in 
the order of fociety equally pernicious to public and 
to private intereft. 

Still, men complain of their fituation, and eagerly 
afpire to others more exalted ! But, is there any r^ 
foundatiort for this difconteat, for this reftlefs defire of 
change ? Is it, as people pretend, that their prefent 
condition is more painful, more adverfe to virtue, more 
tnaufpicious to the development and exerctfe of their 
powers, than tliofe which th^y fo fondly defire ? Or 
is it that men are better acquainted with the difficult 
ties and temptations of their prefent fituation, than 
with tjiofe of any other, have fondly magnified their 
own abilities, and ignorantly placed all excellence in 
the difdaarge of the duties of fuperior ftations I If we 
examine the cafe with impartial attention, wt fhall find 
ao reafon to hefitate in determining the quftion. 

Men readily grant the complaints of thofe who ias 
placed above them to be ill founded;, and afcribe their 
diffatisfaftion to .their folly. They haftily prefvme 
that, if they were fixed in their fituation, they would 
eafily furmount its difiicukies, refifl its temptations, 
and fully difcharge its duties. Their inferiors pro- 
nominee the fame judgment with regard to them and 
their circumilances, and, if they envy, they are eitvied 
in their torn, A convincing proof this, that, in every 
condttion, there are advantages as well as difficulties ; ■ 
liiai^ though uone is exempted from in€Qav«ui«&c€| - 
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none IS abfolutely mfupportsible ; and that dtfcontent 
with a piefcnt ftation, and impatient deCixQ of a high- 
er, proceed from miftaken notions. of both. 

I beg that it may be confidered that I am, at pre» 
fent, ipeaking only of the diflFerent ranks and fituations 
of humaA fociety, as they are diverfi&ed for the com- 
mon happinefs of mankind ; and not of thofe (inguiar 
conditions cf diftrefs and mifery» which fall to the lot 
€f individuals. In thefe, patience and fortitude may 
be recommended as duties and as confolations ; but 
contentment can hardly be required. 

But, in furveyiug the different ftations of life, al- 
though men grant that there are difficulties and hard- 
fhipsin all of them, they ftill believe that thefe diminifh 
in proportion to the degree of elevation ; and fall, 
with the greateft weight, on thofe who occupy the 
lowed places. They fondly imagine, that, if they 
could afcend to a confiderable height, they ihoiild there 
find fome agreeable fpot, where, unmoleded and com« 
pofed, they might furvey the fteep which they had 
climbed, and enjoy the delightful profpe^ opened 
around them. But, they refle<a not on the difficulty 
oftheafcent, on the giddinefs of the fituation, or, if 
they (hould chance to flip, on the fe verity of the fall* 
The preffure of corporeal wants, the burden of daily 
labor, and the humiliation of contempt, conilitute the 
primary pains of a poor and ignoble condition. It is 
further deprived of the enjoyments which acfult from 
the cultivation of reafon, and of the other nobler facuK 
ties of the foul, and is conllrained to toil amidH the 
dbirknefs of ignorance. If thofe, to whofe fhare it falls, 
fed for Ui9 mftiies of others, they are dcftitute of the . 
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meant rf relieving tliem, and muft fuffer Ac ^ngs trf* 
cdoapafion^ without the divine fatisfa^ion of benefi- 
cence. Prefed with their own diftreflcfs, feeling* fyt 
ihoie in (imilar, or in ftiU more afflicting circumftances, 
and obferving the fuperflatt^r of the fons of fbrtunci 
Aej are apt to envy their profperity » to « murmer at 
the Divine difpenfations» and to pra^ice violence or 
fiaad» in order to obtain what their ficuacion has de^ 
aied them. 

They conGder not, hewevcr, that the pleaftrrcs of 
life depend not fo mdchxsn the externals of condition^ 
Qi^oadiedifpoiitionsof the po/Tefibr ; thatwhajC fe^^nc 
calculated to fatisfy, and to limit, de(ire, fcrves oftea 
to inflame and extend it ; that the enjoyments whtch' 
are in men^s power are not thofe which they really 
tafte ; and that to wUh and to purfue is the unceafin^ 
employment cf man upon earth. He who afcends ^ 
mountain, and beholds the view unfolding around 
him, is fired with greater curiofity to reach the fummitj 
Vheace the utmoft bounds of the profpe<3 can be defcri- 
cd« In like manner, no moderate exaltation in tbt 
fcalc of fociely can fatisfy men, whofe ambition is kindi 
ledf and whofe adlvity engaged. Every ftep becomes 
only a help to rife higher ; and dpfire continues imporl 
tunate even after its objefts are all exhaufted. Alcxi 
ander is the true emblem of ambition, which is reftlels 
while any thing remains above it ; and, when it hzf 
reached the fummit of its defire s, weeps that the proe 
grefsis finiflied ! 

Ye who envy fortune and rank, not fo much for the 
fenfual plcafures, or the indulgcncies of va»ity ani 
pride which they aiford^ as for the Ikbliiiie and e^pot 
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€n)o3h(Bent9 which they feem to offer, in the improve- 
ment of knowledge, the cultivation of genius, and the 
cxerdfe of the nobleft virtues of human nature — iky 
if the engagements of public bufinefs, the contentions 
ftf ambition, the interruptions of company, the endlefs 
Qxa<flions of ceremony, the allurements of picafure, 
can afford much leifure for the improvement of the 
mind, and the cultivation of elegant ftudies ; or that 
when the reputation of wifdom, of learning, or o£ wit,* 
is acquired without judgement, application, or parts^ 
and flattery amply fupplies every defieiency, there is 
any incitement to fuch noble and pleafing . purfuits • 
In a low and indigent ftation, are there greater temp- 
tations to difcontent and envy, than when fuccefs en- 
flames ambition, and ambition fpurns every inferior 
degree ? Are the motives ftronger to cultivate honefty, 
andto obfervethe di<ftates of juftice, when the fevert- 
ty of punifliment hangs over the head of the offender^ 
^an when concealment is pro mi fed by interefl, ,, in- 
quiry removed • by intrigue, or impunity fecured by 
power ? Is there lefs fympathy with the dtftrefs; or left 
iincere joy on the profperity of others, when men are 
reminded of their fufferings by the experience of their 
own, and depend for Aibfiftencc on their bounty and 
good opinion — than when luxury removes even the 
afpe^ of want, and opulence fecures independence t 
Is there lefs piety and devotoin, lefs reverence for God, 
when men literaly implore him for dai/y breads and de- 
pend for its fupply on the continuance of health, and 
on the fertility of the feafons, than wh en, having ntuch 
goods laid up for many years y they eai^ drinks and are mer^ 
ry*9 and the immoderate draughts of plenty render 

• Luke, xii, 2^« 
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Aiexn forgetful of the bountiful hand tl^atbeftomitf . 

Sappofing, after all, diatthe advantager of cukWaf 
tion and virtue are fully improved by thofe in die high- 
kr ftatioiis, in what do thefe exceed the fame advanta^ 
ges of the inferior, fo as to render them objeds of envy ; 
or canfes of difcohlent ? — Has not every member of 
Chriftian focicty fufficient opportunity of ^cquirmg 
the 'fublimeft and moft ufeful branches of humaii 
knowledge — the origin, the duties* and the deftination 
of man — the relation in which he ftands to his Crea- 
tor and to his fellow men — the divine nature and per* 
ie^ons — the gracious plan of ialvation the Deity has 
^ublifhed to guilty mortals, by the mouth of his owrt 
'8©n, and by his infpired apoftles-^the glorious proP 
^^s opened to his penetcnt and amended children be^ 
yondthe grave, and the gracious means he hatli Infti* 
tteted for ihetr perfeffion and felicity f ^ Do not ihd 
iieavens, the ocean and the earth, unfold their magnii 
ficent and numberlefs beauties to the eye of the .pea« 
fant,as wellasto thatofthie monarefa; nay, do tsfaey 
ttOt difclofe to the former many raviihing fcenes, which 
the latter can feldom behold ? Are not many even of 
the naoft ftriking and admirable difplays of art, which 
riches have produced^ and continue to fupport, equal- 
ly enjoyed by the meaneft paffenger, as by the pro* 
prietor himfelf ? It is a grefs midake to fuppofe, thai 
to provide for one's family by aflidumis and ho^ 
aeft labor, is lefs meritorious dian to fapply the pooH 
out of aii opulent fortune ; that patience is leis otm* 
mendabie Uiangenerofity, refignatlon than munificence^, 
«eeknefs, than moderation, contentment than coade 
fcenfion ^ that fociety is lefs benefited by being fumifli- 
ti with the ncceffaricj of life, than by being ad^niei 
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With the r>diii6mcnts of art, and hj the produdiOQs of^ 
genius; that die public wdfarc is leis promoted by doL^* 
dfiil fubmiiSon to lawful authority^ by an inoffcnfiven 
regular, and feryiceable conduct, than by the enadioa 
of fahitafy laws, by the judgtxieat and panifhment oS^ 
ofienders, and by a zealous and difiatereded difchargti 
<rf' public truft. God accepts no lefs the'artlefs devO'^ 
(bn of the grateful, thot:^h uninftrudted, heart, thaft 
the copious and fuelling praifes of the eQlighteped.un« 
tmderftanding. The coarfcr and brawny unufcles arcj 
as n^eeflary to the perfedion 6f the body, as tie ar<« 
gans of the moft delicate teictuf^. : 

It is thus eyident, that real happinefs atad virtue art 
not limited to any Hation^ but are equally open to alU 
If there is any exception to this cancluiion, it iBuft h^ 
id favor of the naiddling fphei^es of life — in which nei^ 
ther power and opulence tempt to opprefSon aad.dif* 
foltitenefs of manners, nor poverty and ignorance lea<l 
tafraud and' violence ; ia which nekher prid^ hardens 
^c foul» nor (ervility debafes it ;in which xlifi bed en? 
joym«ntsaf life are ojered, and its .grcateft entic^y 
Pdents to comsptian excluded. ^ 

From all that has beenfaid on this fubjed,it elearlf 
appears^ that as ic is the duty, it is equally the intereu 
of all who are placed in the inferior ranks of life, to di£^ 
charge^with diligence and ^ifiduity the humble oHices 
of their ft^ti^n, to cultivate contentment with their 
lot| and to fnpprefs the emotions of envy towards tho& 
who are more exalted* 

• It may indeed be objedted, that the deficeof ri' 
fe)^ is Qne of tb^ mojR; {^owerfid motives to the hoB«fl 
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and adti ve difchafge of every fecial datyi that one great 
point of equality among men confifts in the opportuni* 
ty which all ou^ht to enjoy of exercifing their ufeW 
or elegant abilities^ and that, if every one is to reft 
fatisfied with the condition in which his birth or his 
circumftances have placed him, exertion muft be dif- 
couraged, and the general welfare be deprived of the 
benefit which refults from honeft and geuerous ambi- 
tion. We have, moreover, fhown above, that frequent 
exchange of ranks and conditions feems to compofe a 
pftrt of the divine adminiftration of human affairs. If 
thofe, therefore, whoie (ituation. is at prefent ignoble 
and depre^ed, are to confider it as a duty never to af- 
pire higher, one of the ftrongeft checks is removed from 
pride, namely, the uncertainty of its elevation, while 
dejedion and poverty are deprived of one of their moft 
powerful confolatioQS— >th6 expedlation of more prof- 
perous days. 

It ought, however, to be confidcred, that the doc- 
trine above inculcated tends not to preclude laudable 
jimbition and induftry, but only to fupprefs, on the 
one hand, difcontent, avarice, and envy, and to remove 
every pretext for indulging thefe paffions under the 
fpecious colorings of more elevated and generous mo- 
tives ; and, on the other, to comfort and ftreifgthcn 
thofe who are apt to view their inferior ftations with 
an undifceming eye, which beholds afflidlion where 
happinefs may be found, and degradation wliere true 
dignity may refide. Nay, if our limits admitted of it, 
it might eafily be (hewn, that the faithful difcharge of 
the duties of an inferior fiation, and that contented 
and cheerful mind which partakes of its greateft en- 
joyments, are the fureft and fy£eSi means of adv4pc«- 
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ment. I Aall fatisfy myfelf^ however, with poiptin^ 
out, in the following chapter, fome important cautions 
with refpefl to die improvement of oar condiuen« 
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C H A P T E R IV, 

«9[iUTiONS to he ohferved in the pursuit of a higher 
and more VLQ\sf.i%ni^G coni^it^oi;. 



I, r-r^ HE defire of improving one's circamftancei 
X ought never to lead to encroachment on the 
rights of others, whether natural or acquired, B7 
the violation of the former^ the fundamental princi- 
ples of fociety are fubverted \ and, hj that of the lat^ 
ter, the order neceffary to its eziftence, is deftroyedr 
Whoever, therefore, pretei^ids to maintain any of th^ 
natural rights of man, by overturning that fubordina* 
tion and juft order^ which is the foul and the life of fo« 
ciety, defeats the very purpofe which he has in view, 
atid exhibits either egregious folly or egregious wick^ 
ednefs. In either cafe, he becomes a dangerous ene? 
xny to the public inter^ft, who is to be reftrained and 
putiifhed, to prevent him both from injuring others 
by his pradice, and corrup ting them by his example. 
Such, however, is the intemperance of human paffions, 
even thofe of the moft generous kind, when they are 
ftrongly excited, that the ardour of liberty, and in- 
dignation at oppreffion, often hurry men to purfue a 
condudt diredlly repugnant to the principles of equity 
and beneficence which they profefs— to opprefs others 
when they are contending for freedom ; to be moft 
iniquitous in defence of jyaftice ;^.^d, with a view tp 
protnote the welfare of focicty, to overturn its founda^ 
tions. Let*the times^in which we live, declarei ip in«^ 
ny infiances, the truth of this aifertionf 
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IL The duties of the ftiuon, which people aheady 
occupy, odght to limit their Endeavors after advance- 
ment. The co-operation of every individual for the 
public good, muft fir ft difplay its energy in the fphere 
4n which he moves, and be thence tranfmltted to the 
other parts of the fecial body. Bjr hegleding tke du- 
ties of his prefent ftation, a perfon withholds the por* 
tion he is appointed to contribute to the general wel- 
fare, and, by encroaching on the province of others, 
may clog their exertion and fruftrate their utility. To 
arrive at a more agreeable or more honorable ftation, 
the faithful difcharge of the duties of a prefent one 
ought always to be the firft means employed. When 
thefe are fulfilled, every fair and honeft eieriton is not 
only lawful, but even highly laudable, at the greateft 
aftivity of the parts then advances more effeftually 
the profpcrity of the whole. By embracing the op- 
portunities which occur, and by exercifing the talents 
with which men are endowed, they manifeft their gra- 
titude to Providence, and they improve its gifts to the 
greateft advantage. 

III. The dutfes of any ftation to which men afpirei 
and their own ability to difcharge them,^ought' to be 
confid«red before they attempt to obtain it. For> 
to occupy a ftation for which one has no capacity, or 
with the duties of which he is totally unacquainted, 
is both toexpofe his own folly, and to injure fociety, 
by betraying a truft which is committed to him. 
Hence, it 'ft of the utmoft confequence to acquire )Si 
complete knowledge of our own talents and qualities, 
which the generality of mankind are fo apt to roagni^ 
fy, both to their own difgrace, and t o the detriment of 
otJxcrs. Irtability to difcharge the duties of any fta- 
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tiott, refultiag whether from narrownefs of onderftand- 
ing, from unhappinefs of temper, or from infirmity of 
body, fhould be deemed an ezprefs declaration of the 
Divine will again (I the acquirement of it^ and, of conr 
fequence, a boundary not to be pafTed. 

IV. Men's exertions to improve their condition 
fiiould be influenced bj the confider^tlon of the en- 
jbirgement, or the contraction, of their utility. From 
the light in which every man appears, as a member of 
Jbuman fociety, to whofe benefit he is .bound to contri- 
bute in the moft ample manner pofilble, it is plain that 
it can never be Jawful for any one to change his pre- 
fent fituation for another, in which his utility muft be 
impaired* This is ta prefer private to public intereft, 
to pervert the'^quallty of a member, to demand more 
ihan is coinpefi£ued, and to lofe all that dignity and 
r^al enjoyment which refult from the moft cxtcnfivc 
beneficence. 

. If, in the (lation defired, men may be equally ufeful, 
^s in that which they occnp^, private intercft may be 
'fiUlowed its full force. If, together with advancement, 
opportunities of utility increafe, every private and 
public confideration happily unites in fttmulating to 
^e purfuit of it, and ^very generous heart will wifli 
^nd applaud the fucc efs. 

, Thus the Tights of others, the duties of a prefent 
flation, the talents requifitefora higher, and the more 
extenfiye utility, |ire the limits within which men ought 
TO confine their exertions for the improvement of their 
circumftances. ThajSj, juaice, diligence, ability, and 
public fpirit, ftould be the' conftant attendants in the 
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pat&^f ad^ncementy and the chief forwarders oflhs- 
ptogrefs. 

But, how little are thefc conflderatjons regarded I' 
When incereil or pleafure arc conftituted the fole 
fprings of adion, every dnty that has no tendency to 
advance theii ends is negleded, and offices, inilituted 
for the benefit of mankind* arcfhamefully perverted to 
their prejudice. When the projedl is formed of rifmg 
to preferment without fcgard to merit, birth, intereft 
or party-attachments, arc the only valid grounds of 
pretenfion. To the mod felfifh confiderations the 
moft important interefts of foclety are facrificed. ^ Be- 
fore children can difcover either inclination or capa- 
city, officer are defigned for them, and kept conftantly 
in view ; n6r were this to be cenfured, if proper care 
were taken to give them a fultable education, and their 
dedination changed, whenfitheh- temper and talents 
were perceived to be incompatible with it. But thefts 
things are feldom much confidered. Whatever be 
the genius or improvements of the perfon in que(tion, 
he muft move in the particular fphere which has been 
chofen for him. The public welfare is treated as «t 
chimera, which it is the bufinefs of a man well Ikilled 
in the ways of the world to ufe as a color to vamifh the 
moft interefted defigns, but which none, but an cnthii- 
fiaftic or vulgar mind, can think of adopting as a real 
objed of purfuit. When the public welfare, however, 
is obftrufled, private happinefs can not long be enjoy- 
cd. For, as one chief .caufe of the drforder and cor* 
ruption, which fo often lay wafte civil fociety, is the 
little attention which is fliown to adapt men's ^ Condi- 
tion to their abilities and tempers ; fo the mifery of 
individuals frc<jiKnt!y fprings from the fame fouice. 
Ka 
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Men moTing in a fphere for \i^hich they wete nearer 
defignediSy natttre) foon grow d!fg(ifted ^th their 
lot, and» finding the duties of their ftatioii irkfom^ 
and opprefiive» either negled them altogether, to their 
own irretrievable difgrace, or continue to difcharge 
them, in fuch a manner as is equally painful to them- 
lelves» and detrimental to others. Thus, Divine Pro- 
vidence takes vengeance on mankind for infringing its 
appointments, by allowing them to be bewildered in 
their errors, and the vkkims of their omn iofafuatioiu 
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C H A P f E R V. 

The ti-omsofthofi placed in the HidHsft tAn'tt 0/ufl^ 
aiid .enchnued nvifi dxstiwgvisheo ABiLiTiBa. . 



IT is certainly no «afy matter for a perfon not to 
confider hi&ifelf as greatly fuperior to the reft of 
his fpectes» when every one of thofe who iUrround hin| 
pretends diat his honor and dignicy, his pleafure aad 
fervice> are the only objeds which occupy faimlelf, and 
ought to occupy every other ; when every one ap- 
plauds, with fervile adulationt his moft infigaifican^ 
layings, and moft ridiculous adions, and adoras him 
as the ibnrce of wtfdom, and the centre of power* 
When a perfon has 6> many occafions of beholding his 
filkyw men in a cbntemptible light, it rouft requirft 
angelic moderation to abftatn tfirom treating them ac* 
cordingly 1 to neglcA thofe advantages which bis cir* 
cumft^ces and their fervilky put into his hands for 
gratifying his own paffions and caprice* at the expenct 
of their moft valuable iatexefts.. 

When, therefore, I confider this date of things. £tf 
from being forprifed at the pride* and impatience oT 
contradiQion, which often charafierizethehigherranka 
of life, 4Mr any fpecies of diftindian and eminence* I am 
more difpoled to admire the c«ndeicenfionandhttmaDi« 
ty, which they £0 frequently exhibit, ^or, thefe 
Tices, though more obfervable in 'the higher fpheres* 
^ecauft tbey are difpbyed ia a norc confpicuoue 
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pdifit of vieWf kreby fio nieans conSned to the(e, tufC 

rade cveij rank, every fituation and profeflion of 
Hardly any* attainmentrfo low, any circutftftan* 
ces fo circumfcribed, as. not to afford icopc for felf- 
fufficiency and oftentation. Who ix'ill not fetm greats 
if ha is as highly exalted as his ideas of greataefs reach« 
and compares himfelf only with his inferiors ; if he 
eftimates his own knowledge by anc therms ignorance, 
his own wifdom by another's folly, his own power by 
another's impotence, his own wealth by another's po- 
♦•erty, his ©IKrn virtue by another's depravity? On 
ttrhat other foundation^ than on this partial mode of 
cc^nparifonf are btiilt the pride and arrogance of even 
the moil exalted of mankind > But, if we abandon this 
inagical glafs, which transforms the cottage into a 
{>alace, aild the Itfimt mto a man^ and contemplate 
obje^s in the true light of nattirey we Ihall find, that the 
great difpute 6nly is, who (hall be efteemed the Icaft ig« 
norant, the lead foolifh, theleaft weak, the lead indi* 
]gent, the leaft corrupted ; that pride and iniblencci 
v^hich fubvett the parity of obligation fubfUling among 
nil, (hould be banflhed from every humanr bread, an4 
that thofe who move in the higheft and mod illudrir 
<nts fphefes "having the bed opportunities of enlar* 
ging tfaeit mifidsi ought to regulate their Oj>intOQS by 
Iheir own knowledge^ net by the ignorance of their ior 
feriors, to acquire real dignity, by diveding themfelves 
ofpadion&» which are bora of ignorai^ce, and nourifhed 
by delufion ; and, by moderation, equity, affability* 
and condefcenliofi, to conciliate benevolence, enfure 
tefpeft, make the rays of virtue eclipfe the fplendors 
Of fortune, atid cftablift a throne which Ihe aeitber 
-can ereA nor dvertoivi. 
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' Would men, divefiing themftlyes^ for a moment* fj* 
tKe prejudices which birth, education, or luzurioos har 
bits, have fixed in their minds, furvey, with the eye of 
reafon, the conftru<5lion of fbciety, the principles on 
wiich it refts, and the ends which it purfues, and th^n 
contemplate the nature and perfections of the univer* 
fkl parent — ^what a different light would be thrown on 
their condition and circom fiances, and how different 
a profpea be difclofed to them, fr6m that which they 
have been aec adorned to behold tlirough the mifls of 
ignorance, or the twilight of fclf-deception ! Would it 
be poffible for them to fuppofe that the Deity laviflics 
his bounty on individuals capricioufly ele^ed,. merely 
for their pleafure and profit, and not with any view to 
the univerfal benefit } that be has beftowed on one 
authority and power, in order that he may encroach 
en the liberties,invade the properties, and overawe tb^ 
confciences of^bis brethren, and not that he may pro* 
te^ innocence, reftrain oppreffion, and maintain invio- 
late the intermits of jullice, of religion, and of truth ; 
that, on another, he has conferred wealth and fuperflu- 
ity, only to farntfli him with the means of indulging 
in luxury, or of wallowing in intemperance, and not 
to open to him a treafure for the fupply of indigeneet 
the relief of didrefs, the encooragement of induftryy 
and the reward of mierit ; that he has adorned a third 
y^ith fagacity and genius, that he may find an agreca^ 
ble amufement for himfclf, gratify his paflioa for ad« 
miration, miflead the judgments, and corrupt the 
hearts of his feUow men, not that he may enlighten^ 
Und improve, and lead them to happinefs, through th& 
path of virtue i Can any man of a found mind, who 
allows himfelf a momont's reflexion, impute . fu^ch a 
^heme to infinite goodndfs ofad wtfdom', or eonfider it 
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in any other light than in that of the noft ttDp^os 

rebellion againft the Divine government ? — A pet fon 
raifed to a high office, placed ii) exalted rank, or ador- 
ned by diftingulQied abilities, is eftablifbed on an enit- 
nence that his views of the general good may be more 
cxtenfive and corre^, and that he may apply, to its 
advancement, the powers he pofleffes with the greater 
advantage and fuccefs. As on an eminence, therefpre^ 
the eye is diverted from proximate to remoter objeds ; 
ib, in an exalted ftalion, the narrow copcems of felf 
Aould be lefs regarded than the grand and magnificent 
range which the public. welfare prefentsto the mind* 

, Nor does this view of things diminlfh, in the fmalleft 
degree, the advantages refulting from eminent rank, 
fortunei or abilities ; on the contrary, it greatly enhan- 
ces them. For, if we exclude the/ opportunities which 
thefe afford of widely diffufmg beneficent influence, 
and, with the imitation of the divine peifedions, offlia* 
ring in fome meafure the divine felicity ; what elfc re- 
snams but the meaneft gratifications ofhuman nature, but 
an augmentation ofmifery with an augmentation of vice, 
& a total degradation of all that di (lingui fhes man from the 
brutes ? If the rich enjoy not the pleafure of munificence, 
of clothing the naked, of feeding the hungry, of fuppor- 
ting thef.lling family, of rearing the orphan, offweeten- 
ingthecup of (hame-faced uncomplaining poverty, with- 
out ruffling the veil tharhides her from public view ; 
if the powerful are denied the fatisfatlion of protecting 
innocence, of reftraining opprcffion, of drawing modeft 
merit from its retirement, and, by the juft reward of 
honor, of rendering it cpnfpicuous and exemplary, of 
defending fubftantial virtue againft fa^ion and in- 
trigue, and of promoting the public good by noble and 



AN ESSAY, *cr ixf 

nfeful undertakings j If the wife, the Ingenious^ and the 
li^arned, are denied the enjoyment of comforting afflic- 
tion of inftruding ignorance, of diredling perplexityt 
of cQrre6lingprcjudice,an4 of reclaiming vice; what' 
rjjmains but the more copious indulgence of fenfuality 
4-but the gratifications of the moft ruthlefe paflioas 
that convulfe the breaft which they occupy — and th<5 
indulgence of the moft conteinptible, though frequent- 
ly the moft pernicious, vjmity.di^layed by attempting 
tp fubvert the grand principles qf molality, and to poi- 
fpn the divine confolations of religion i Is there in 
thefe any thing which a Tnan of judg^ient would value, 
defir^, an^ pnrfu9> as primary pbje($s ? Were fuch a 
perfoQ informed, on his firft fetting out in life, tha( 
fuch would be all the enjoyment he (hould reap fron^ 
the fondeft objects of his purfuitr-rwould he cohfider 
the purchafe as a fufficent recompenfe for his toil aiid 
ai^xifty^ his frequent piprtiiications, and afliduous ftu- 
dy ,M aflert not that the m^n, who ^fvotcsy^holly to fel- 
fi(h purpofes the advantages he poflefTes, has ho plea- ' 
fure, no* enjoyment, The fenfiialift, the nrifcr, the 
vain^ the ambitious, the proud, have each their partis, 
cular gratifications, r- But thefe gratifications are \in-^ 
nianly and bafci apd fall infinitely (hort of the delights pf , 
a fai^ful difcharge ©f djaty,, and of the fublime enjoy- 
ments pf )}^neficencq. Npr cap,, it be alledged that, 
enjoyments being matters of taftc, it is impoffible t^ 
afcertain their comparative values ; becaufe every maa • 
win be partiaji to his own, and, while the generous 
e^fq^.the: joys of beneficence, the felfiih will eyer 
find their happlnefs in thofe which center in them- ' ^ 
felntes. For, in order tp compare the different fomices 
pf felicity, it as neeeffary to tafte them ; and this can \ 
Qnlj be 4one by xpea of an exalted and capacipu$ fbulf 
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who can rellfli in the bigbeft degree bot;h the,plea£}r$9 
Which attach to felf, and thofe whtch refult from be- 
nevolence. By feeding the hungry, does any, man 
Iboil his own appetite f By relieving the diftrcifed, 
does he diminilh his own relifh of eafy circumftances I 
£^ maintaining peace and erderin fociety, dees h^' 
contract his imagination, or diminiih its powers ? Bf 
comforting the affiled, by inftrudihg the ignorant, 
or by adviung the perplexed* does' he rendef his coBcep* 
tion lefs clear, his judgment lefs'folid, or his memoty* 
Tefi tenacious ? On the other hand, it is certain that a 
cbntrafted felfifhnefe weatens and extinguxflies the be- 
nevolent affedions, and excludes the pleafures they 
confer. The man wo feeks in wealth only the means ' 
of indulging his fenfuality, and promoting his conve- 
nience, who afpires at power, only to gratify his pride 
and ambition, or who purfues knowledge only for his 
own amufement. or vanity — ^fuchaman can have but 
little relifli of th^ joys that fpring jap and f)ouriih in a 
focial and benevolent heart.* 

' What xsit^hat, in all the aftions; and afi the cha- 
radters, whether prefented by daily obfetration, rcc ord- 
ed in hiffory, or figured by imagination, excites ad- 
miration, and engagesrefteem ? Is it nierely extent of 
capacity,' fuperiority of Ration, or largenefs of forame ; 
or is it liberality of feniSment, and kindnefk of heart? 
Ffacs the faithful friend, the afiei^bnate parent, the ' 
Indulgent mafter, the generous patron, the incorrupt 
magiftrate, the genuine patriot, in die mod di&dvanta- 
geous circumftances J Jet him be funk in poverty j over* 

♦ Hence, Arlftotleveiy J«Wy afleres,-!!! finreMkl places of kit ' 
pinefs*. 
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«plie!ltaed with difgrace, tortured with pain, he will ftill 
preferve his dignity, and command our refpefl ! Nay, 
-the Irfs he enjoys of the advantages, and the more he 
fuffers of the evils, of life, the more glorious williie ap- 
pear ! But no favorable concurrence of circum(^ancei» 
Aeither the gifts of nature, the accomplilhments of artf» 
nor the fplepdors of fortune will ever be able to bribe 
our efteem in behalf, I fay, not of the fenfualift, the 
villain, or the tyrant, but even of the unfocial folitary 
mortal, who, though heo£Pers no podtive injury to hts 
fpecies, yet with holds his endeavors for their 4}appi- 
nefs ! Nay, if fuch a fuppofition be not impious, remove 
goodnefs from al) the other divine attributes,, and &p- 
pofe the Supreme Being unconcerned for the happinefs 
of ht$ creation, and fay whether his nature would then 
appear as amiable, adorable, and tranfcendently excel. 
lent, as it now appears to every refleding mind. And 
if goodnefs conftitute the fupreme glory of the divine 
nature, that which gives to every other perfedion its 
true beauty and light, and completes the real charac- 
ter of Deityj— is it poffible that any human .excellence 
or advantage fhould compenfate for the abfence of this 
primary virtue ? ^ 

If the true excellence of human nature, thu5, conflfts 
ift benignity, if this neceflarily attrads the regard of 
the felfifh themfelves, how comes it to pafs that fo ma- 
ny who have thenoblcft opportunities of gratifying a 
difpofition fo beautific and glorious, can be reconciled 
to a contrary condiift — to fenfuality, oppreflion, and 

Eerverfion of the fineft abilities ? The weaknefs, the 
lindnefs, and the corruption of human nature, are the 
only fatisfa^ory caufes that can be alledged. 
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But, even ina<5iions thcmoft apparently fdMflt aad 
groveling, a difceming eye will be *ble to diTcoveS' 
fomc fatnt gleams of gencrofity which illumine and re- 
commend them. Senfuality rs' clothed with the Ipe- 
cious coloring of fociality, of pleafure communicated 
•as well as received, of jocularity aind ma-th, of free- 
dom, and contempt of fervile rcftraint. .Oppreikm 
and tyranny are prefented to the mihd under the ap- 
pearance of dignity, of a high fenfe of honor, a noble 
ambition, attachment to party, nay, even of a love of 
juftice. Without thefc fidHtious images, the fcnfualift 
would appear to htmfelf as the moft contemptiUey 
and the opprefTor as the moft odious, of mankind* 

But, why multiply arguments in a mattacr where a 
moment's feeling is more decifive than an age of rea- 
foning ? Had you ever a faithful friend, into whofebo- 
fom you poured all the ftcrets of your heart — a • pa- 
rent, whofe burden of yeslrs you lightened, whofe tot- 
tering limbs you fupported — a child, whofe aifidaous 
duty, whofe budding virtues, fweetened «U your cares 
of the prefent, and brightened all your hopes of the 
future — did ever the fympathetic guftf ftart in your eye 
at the fight of mifery — did'ever yourhands ftretch forth 
the unexpedled relief, and difpel the gloom that hangs 
on the brow of wdc, as the fun, biirfting through the 
clouds, renews the face of nature — did you ever dif- 
charge ah important truft with dignity, dinntereftedneTs, 
and honor, and fpread peace and joy among your fel- 
low men, while t^e car nuhen it heard j^ou hlefedyou^ and 
the tye luhen it faivyoti gave luitn^fs to you^ — ^fay wha^ 
ielight xhefe ^coUe^ions afford — would yiou exdianjc 

• Jok* Mix, II, 
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di«m t<n « Itfis-tifQe of the .moft refined finfualitj-^ 
fyr Peruvian treafures^-~or Afiatic power ? 

It appears, then, that the dignity of human nature 
confifts not m the greatnefs of men*s abilities, wealth, 
or donsiaioa, bat in expanfion, and benignity ©f foul ; 
that the former arc only means of promoting the pur- 
pofesoithe latter, and figns tliat their poiTeffors are 
particularly called, by Divine appointmert, to gcne- 
rons and elevated adlion ; that one, who poflefles all 
thefe advantages, may be more contemptible than thofe, 
who, though devoid of them, have the heart which 
could apply them to their proper ends ; and^ that one 
firm purpofe of doing good, will adorn a character 
more than the acuteft underllanding, the moft opulent 
fortune, or the moft exalted rank, unaccompanied with 
a virtuous difpofition. Hence, to be filled with prido 
and contempt of thofe below us, on account of our ta- 
lents, or external circumftances, without any regard to 
ihc right application of them,, is both to a(5l unjuftly, 
by ading inconfiftently with the chara<^er of mem- 
bers of the community, and ufurping the rights, vhich 
belong to it alone, and to overturn the bafis on which 
true fuperiority muft ever reft. It is to content our- 
felves with the (hadow, without the fubflance, of great- 
Befs ; and, while God and men unite in calling us to 
a preeminence and happiaefs which neither time, nor 
fortune, nor death can remove, to defcend to the moft 
ocmtemptible of all conditions, by perverting the moft 
fplendid powers, and the richeft opportunities — to em- 
brace the hideous form of mifery while celeftial felicity 
ecu? ts jis -r to change a fertile field into a barren heath 
—to dwell in a dungeon while we may walk- in the 
snoft refpleadent d^Xn. in ji word, itis .the duty of tboff 
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w^ art nufed to the higher Nations of Itfe^ potktkd ot 
Aiie> gif|s of fortufte, or endowed with fuperior abHktes 
— «to maintain ji^ice, order and peace, is focietj $ to 
Mudy and purfue the public good ; to relieve diftrefs, 
lo fncqurage ioduftry, to releard merit, to exerctfe coa- 
.4efcea{ion and afPability towards their rafcriors j toctd- 
tivate and extend ofeful and ekgant knowledge ; to ef- 
<a.bliih» and inculcate, the grand principles- of morality 
aad religion, to enlighten, humanize, and improve 
Mankind, and to lead them to virtue andhappinefs* 

Thofe who employ in this manner the opportunities 
9i3Sid talents with which they are flirnilbed by Divine 
I rovidence, are entitled to the higheft veneration of 
Taankind. It is then, that nobility, illuftrious fiation, 
or diiUnguifhed parts, appear in tlieir full fplen^r, and 
exhibit their poffeffors as a fpecies of divi nicies, open 
eartii, who, bearing the reftmblance of God as far as 
human nature will permit, Ihare alfo his felicity, and 
claim the homage of the world. Let them be diifplayed 
as the inflruments of beneficence, they will reign with 
an irrefi&ible and permanent dominion, which neither 
envy, nor malice, nor fadipn, nor tumult, will be able 
10 overturn ; for it is founded in the hearts of-mwi who, 
feeling, and rejoicing in, its blifsful influences, muft cea& 
to love themfelves, before they can wi& to withdraw 
their refped and obedience. • 

But, when riches are only the ftmd of a fordid ava- 
rice, or the fountain of iicentioufnefs and profligacy % 
When wifdom is perverted into craft,, and abilities tranf- 
formed into the mini fters of cabal and intrigue, ofde* 
caption and ignoble policy, eftablifb, uphold, or extendi 
ci^vil or rcUgidus defpotifm % whei^ refpleadeAt ge&ittt 
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Is employed In rebrflion againft God, and in the cor- 
mptiou of men, by propagating irreligion and irnmo* 
rality ; when pre-eri^nence and authority aic in civil 
life, ufed astheinftrumentsof pride, injuftice, oppreft 
fion, and cruelty, or fupreme power impelled by irifa* 
liable ambition, deluges the earth with blood, and 
ifpreads devaftation andmifery through the habiutioi^ 
of nien-^reafon eafily penetrates the falfe glitter that 
furroundt them, and perceives their deformity and 
blacknefs^." She declares their luftre to refemble that of 
thofe noxious vapourst yrhich, rifing from the earthy 
Are kindled into a flafti in the fky, and terminate ia 
noife and deftrudion t. while thole who apply their 
talents, their riches, or po^^er, to the beneficent ends 
for which they are deftined, are like that glorious lu- 
minary in the heavens, which fhines with a conftanc 
gnd falutary light. 

Thou protid infolent mortal I who lookeft down 
from thy lofty Ration on thy bf ethren of men, and im« 
agineft i^em •nly formed to bring their gifts to thy 
altar, and . to bend before the€ with fervile homage» 
know. that thy elevation only renders thee more con- 
ipicuoufly contemptible ! Confidcr that, fhould thofe 
whom thou {o infolently difpifeft, adopt thy principles* 
andburii the bands of ibcial union by which alone they 
are made thy dependants, the power is theirs, and 
thine only the ihadow and the phantom. Should they 
only withdraw their fupport without infli^ing any po« 
fitive evil, thou wouldft precipitately fink into a degra- 
dation lower than that of the meaneft laborer. Lefi 
inured to want, th^u wouldft be lefs able to pro v ids 
for its fuppty, and have lefs reafon to expeft it from the 
benignity of others. Confider that, even in thy pi'« 

J- 2 
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/ent elevation, thou art really more dependant than the 
Inoft ignoble of the fons of men. If he isleaft depend- 
ant who (lands leaft in need of others, he is furely moft 
dependant who Hands moft in need of them. With 
our rank, our neceffities, our demands, our cares, in- 
creafe. The links by which we are joined to our fellow 
men are multiplied, and the very circumftance which 
enlarges our influence diminifhes our internal ftrength. 
He, therefore, who has the greateft number of depend- 
ants, has only the greateft number of thofe to whom he 
h indebted for confideration and power* The more 
lofty and fpacious the edifice is, with the greater pre- 
cipitation, if its pillars are fapped, does itrufh into ruin. 
Learn then to feek thy importance and dignity, ^ere 
only th6u wilt find them, by difcharging every duty 
which thy ftation requires, and by diffufing, by thy 
affability and beneficence, happinefs among mankind.' 
Relinquifhing the phantoms of pride, enjoy the fubftan- 
tial pre emineHce of virtue. 

But ye ! who employ your diftinguiftied abilities. Or 
exalted power, for the purpofes for which Providence 
has Keft^o wed them, fear not that any portion of that 
nWpeCt, obedience, iind |ionor> to which you are enti- 
tTird; will Tie Withdrawri.: Qoodnefs, moving in an de- 
viated fpli^fe^ and' guided i)y'd^rftmgui(hcd wif<k)m» 
ftincs with fuch -^n 'Amiable Jiiprfei'jibtfeffes fVch a com- " 
ih^hding influence, and li fo Ih'fefiffatly '^raf^^^ that 
fhe'rei^ns ovei- ihe hearts af Ttifeti7 ahdii^i>ftin cpiittri^^^^^ 
t3 i&Unidzi thcrhomkgfe i ftre'-r^celVes/ )5e'dk\ric.'' ft" apr 
j^a-^hei adbr^atiori. ■ f€w^r^ iHay'iriti?hJdat?f,^'ifpKnd^^^ 
ifthy dazzle, g'errius rbajT^utf^rifd kntfM?g^^^^ 
H^fs alonc'crnicapfiVaxi'tHcrftWiT'- -'^'- ^^^ "^'^ -; '^^ 
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CHAPTER VI. 

9VTIZS common to AVh twith regard io the usx sf their 

OFPORTUNITIBS tf//,^ TALENTS. 



WHOEVER attentively examines the human con- 
ftitution will difcover in it feveral inconfiften* 
cies not ib easily accounted for. Thus, mankind have 
a Rrong propenfity to ibciety, and are miferable with* 
out it ; yet in feciety they are prone to Indulge the 
mbftunfocial difpofitions. Nature conftantly draws 
them to their fpecies, and points out their fweeteft en- 
)oyanents> as folely derivable from this fource ; yet 
the felfifh part of our frame, counteraifling this dilate 
of nature, corrupts the grand ftreams of faappineis, by 
turning them into its own channel, and, inftead of al » 
lowing the individual to adl as a member of the fecial 
body, and to receive £roih this capacity his higheft 
dignity and enjoyment, endeavors to i^ender feciety 
fubfervient td-tficindwiduai. There is' in •icU irich a' 
wonderful fondnefs of independence, and a no lefs-fur^ 
priQ^ defire of the fervice and refpedt of ojtbers.- 
I'his is, m fa^, to join the greateA contradidions^- 
to force into union things, abfolutely incompatible \ 
for independence can only be fecured, by an entire fe- 
paration from mankind, by relinquiihing every claim' 
to their good offices and regards, by renouncing every' 
fecial enjoyment^ and by deriving happinefs from the* 
iiores of felf. As foon as man enters into the fotial 
circle/ afiid Ihai'es it^ bencficisl influences, he relio* 
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qaifhes hu feparate extftencei and forming a part of a 
fyftemy is limited by the relations which be bdars to th« 
other partsi and to the whole, becomes bound to con^ 
titbute to their fupport and perfeifliony according to 
the fupport and benefit which he receives from them, 
Stnd is f-equired to exert a beneficial adlivtty propor* 
tioned to the influence her poflefles. Whoever with- 
holds from the general good any portion of ufeful ef* 
fort he is able to bedow, is unfaithful to the conditions. 
On which he enjoys the benefits of fociety, and violates 
that equality of obligation which fubfil^s among aU - 
ipankind. He alfo fruftrates, as far as lies in his pow- 
er^ that plan of Divine wifdom, whereby the getierai 
felicity is intended. For it is certain that the yniver-* 
ial Parent has dtiiributed among men fuch a portion 
of abilities and powers^ as, duly cultivated and impro- 
ved, would render the condftion of all comfortable, in 
every refped, and happy. In the prefent ftate of fo- 
ciety, fome are, indeed, overburthened with labor, and 
enjoy but aimall degree of convenience ; while others 
loiter in indolence, and confume the fruits of induHry. 
This, however, could never be the cafe, did every one 
cultivate with diligence his peculiar talents, and difcharge 
t&e daties of his pecmliar ftation. It is the neglea of thit 
dioae that makts it neceflary to overload fome, in ordet 
tQ fupport that part of the common burden, from which 
others have treacherooOy withdrawn themfelves. 

Hence the principle o( equalityf above illuftrated . 
requires not only that all men fhould religiouily re- 
gard the rights of others, but that they (hould eicrt. 
themfelves, to the utnaoft of their ability, for the com- 
mon benefit. Whoever rejeds this requifition defcends 
Wow the rank of a member of fociety, and, inftead 
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^ rifing^ as^s fooliflilf /ttppofed^ aboTe the reft of 
]|!iaikkind» by a life of idleaefa and diffipationy degrades 
htmielf to t|^ condition of a beggar* who lives on th« 
labor of others, without making any ]uft return for it* 
Fo^r, however ftrange it may fonnd, it is nndoabtedt 
that fociety has aright to the beft exertion of all its 
xnembersy of the highed as well as of the loweft» of 
the mod opulent as well a s of the poorefi, for the cona- 
mon goodi 

The queftion is not, what advantage every indi v|. 
doal is content to r^ap from his own powers and op- 
portunities, but what degree of general utility he can 
•ffedtuate. Thefe powers have not been be&owed on 
him, by their divine author, folely for his own ufe, but 
chiefly for the benefit of the human race, to whofe 
happineis he is deftined to contribute- This proper 
exercife of the powers of every individual all the other 
members of fociety have aright to demand, on. fair 
and equal terms. The equivalent every individual 
obtains by the advantages and comforts which he re« 
ceives from fecial life, and ftill more by that fuperflu- 
ity which enables any one tolivoin doth. He is a 
debtor to the grand community of mankind, and his 
creditors can call him to repay. 

It is true that, (ince it is fo difBcult to determine 
the extent of every one's capacity, and the exadt mea- 
fixre ofthefocial advantages be enjoys, no precife clajm 
can be e&abliihed in every particular cafe. But, the 
general obligation remains equally ftrong on all, and 
none can vjilfullf violate it without incurring the blame 
of his own mind, and die difpleafure of the author of 
bis exigence* The principle, therefore> on which 
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fbtneaiictent fegidators prohibited any citiz^ii, of wlxat^ 
ever condition or rank, from living in idlenefs, was 
jnsrfeftlyjail itiitfelf,ahhoogb dM execntion of any 
law grounded upon it mud ever be extremely difficult, 
and might occafion -.greater inconveniencks than dioie 
^^ck it (hoo!(I be intKsded to obviate. 

As nodoience, and the negle^ of (^porturaties of 
utility, are highly unjuft, fo they are extremely con- 
temptible. For, what charader can be more the objecl 
of contempt, than that of a perlon who, though en- 
dowed with adivepotirers, and furniihcd with ample 
opportunities of benefiting that particular fociety to 
which he belongs, and from which he receives confiant 
defence and protedion, vet lives on the labor either of 
his i»edeceflbrs or contemporaries, without teftifying 
any approbation of their induftry, by which he fubfifts, 
or maki^ any efforts to imitate their laudable exam- 
ple ? What can degrade a man more in his own eyes, 
than the confideration that he has done nothing to be- 
nefit his friends, to oblige his neighbors, to educate 
and eftablifh his children, or to promote the intereft 
and honor of his country ; that he has buried his ta- 
lents, defeated the end oifTrovidence in beflowing them, 
and that, when he is cut off by deatli,; the world will 
be delivered from an unneceiFary burden, from a pu- 
trid excrefcence ? 

On the other hand, what can convey, to any perfon, 
a higher ^dea of his own worth and importance, than 
therefle£lion that, though but an individual endowed 
»with oneclafs of abilities, yet, by their injprovement, 
-he not only enlarges his own enjoyments, but diffufise 
^toiihd fainv tht moft joyous influences, and promotts 
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'tibe wflfare <^tbe wb^le Immaa rai:e ; ilxvLti ' (boi|g)i 
retired from public vieW) be appears in the \i£dbA 
produdion$ of iiis applicatfon apd genius ; tbat» tboogh 
infirm in bod7> he rendersi'by his i^enuoasi the labtr 
of the ftrong and hardy btoth naorc cafy. t?o themfrives, 

•ttnd more beneficial to others; md that, though df- 
Toid of public Authority, be ftrengthens the p&Uti^fl 

-union, and advances public order by the juft piima- 
ples which he eftabljKhes and elucidates ; that, taking 
another view of the cafe, du>ugb ignorant ^nd illiterate, 
yet faetroAtributes, by his toil and dei^terity, to the in- 
ftnidion and improvement of mankind, while he pro* 

' Yides fatlenance andleifnre for thoi^ who are endaw;^ 
with get.Tus and learning, or placed in tbofe ftatj/t^s 

"Wbere plans of general welfare can be beft conceiveri^, 
Sindpropofed with the greateft profpeds of fucfeik? 

• In fine It is an exalting ctmCd^ation^ t&at, bowAver 
obfcnre a perfon k in hioifelf, he is an InAruipent id 
the hand of Providence for cQXOmtuuca ting to mankind, 
not only the necefFanes of life, but alio its bigheli Qr- 
nam^^ and delights, and even of raifing their views 
above this terretoial sd>ode, and <£reding them to a 

^ ftate of endiefs felicity, the certainty of which cannot 

■ fail to produce the moft falutary effeds on every part of 

' their condo^i. No perfon is To mean and infigniificant, 
as not to a€e^ fome part of the commututy. Ina 
grand ptete of machinery, the'fmaller wheds and pins, 
though Ids obfervable, are not on that account kfs 
ne^e&ry than others to the, juft motion and cffeft of 
the whole. In like manner, the condud of the infe- 
rior members of fociety not only aifedts their own hap- 
pinefs, or that of tjiieir immexiiate connexions, but dif- 
.fiifes its influence, though in a lefs perceptible manner 
than that of the ^kcc miikS) through the wboie £>• 
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cialbodj. Nay^ I may aflert that» as diefe compcA 
tke greater part of the cominunity» their ufeful indaf. 
try is ftill more requtfite to the general bappinefs ; and 
that the meaneft laborer, who diligently and honelHy 
exerts himfelf in his fphere, is entitled to (hare, wi^ 
the moft exalted of the fons of men, the glorious ap- 
pellation of the friend of mankind, and of the appro - 
ved of God i Shonld any vihom fortune deprefied, or 
infolence laughs to fcorn, butwhofe foul, rifing above 
his fituation, feels the intrinsic dignity of man, and la- 
ments the narrownels of hfs terredrial fphere, call hi« 
eye on diefe pages, let him be comforted and (Irength- 
enedby tbe refledlions above mentioned. There is 
fomething in the idea that ekalts the mind, that kindles 
the defire of u(efulnefs, that roufes adivity, and puts 
every &culty in motion. When we confider it, we 
ieem defirous of breaking the inglorious chains of in« 
dolence, and pant for fome worthy obje^, feme impor- 
tant purfuit» to exercife the generous ^energies ef 
the foul I 

If the confideration of the importance of the mean* 
eft member of fociety fhould prove a ftrong argument 
tonfeful diligence, how much greater force muft tl^s 
argument acquire with regard to thoie whom fortune 
and rank particularly diftinguifli. Their influen^, 
whether good or bad, is very extend ve. Firft commu- 
nicated to numerous connexions and dependants, it is 
conveyed through them to other contiguous relationsf 
till.it reach at lad the eztrcmides of the focial fyfiero. 
Were tliis influence always of a beneficial nature, foci- 
ety would feel its falutary effects through all its frame# 
«nd, inUead of that diftempered and deformed face 
whick it lb frequently wears, would aflui9e the moft 
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' hesltfay and fmiling afped. The face of nature, long 
hid in fog, or ravaged hj tempefls, receives not a more 
delightful transformation from the returning fun, than 
fbciety would receive from thofe benignant lights which 

' thus illumined and invigorated it. 

In what light, then, mud thofe perfons appear, whoy 
becaufe their external circumftances free them from 
the neceffity of laboring f«r their fubfiftence, imagine 
themfelves exempted from every fpecies of nfeful ex- 
ertion ; who, becaufe they are provided with the a- 
buhdant fupply of every corporeal want, think them- 
felves under no obligation to improve their minds, or 
to engage in any purfuit conducive to the common 
welfare ; who either yawn away their time in the 
mod lethargic indolence, or devote it to the moft in- 
iignificant, frivolous, or vicious enjoyments ; who 
wade ingenuity in mere oftentation, degrade reafon to 
purvey for appetite, and make recfeation their ftudy, 
and amufement their bufinefs— in a word, whofe 
whole life is either a blank, or a perverfion of exift- 
cnce. The phantom of pleafure, like an ignis fatuust 
inftantly difappeais, when they think they can feize it. 
The fame infipid round is run over a thoufand times. 
The fenfes are jaded, the apatites cloyed. Tired at 
laft with the tedious puifuit, tliofe votaries of pleafure, 
like the top that has long been laflied, doze in the arms 
of. indolence. When they awake at times from their 
inienfibility, their minds are haunted wfth all the 
chimeras, all the mohfters of vapour and fpleen, which 
often drive theni to burft, by death, the ponderous 
fetters wijh. which they arc loaded. 

I will not aflirt. that all who live in this manner 
M 
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are (enflble of the criminalitj of their condufti and 
perceive that, Tiowerer avcrfe from ihjullice, breach of 
triift, and cruelty in their dealings with particular per- 
fbns, they yet involve themfelves, by this negative 
vice, this negleft of the due improvement of their' ta» 
lents and opportunities in thefe crimes with refpe^ to 
their fpecies in general. ^ No ; I am convinced, that, 
if they clearly perceived the tendency of tbeir condudt, 
many of them, at leaft, would review it with forrow 
add difguft. Ignorance, and wrong habits contracted 
in early life, more than any vicious difpofition, are the 
caufes of a courfe of adionfo difgraceful and unhappy 
to themfelves, andfo detrimental tofociety. 

This reflexion, however, if it diminifh their crimi- 
nality, augments the folly of negledling to cultivate 
thbfe rational Acuities, which would afibrd them jnft' 
ndtions of their duty, and diiclofe an elevated region 
of purfuit and happinefs. For, If they rightly ap- 
prehended the relation in which all the members of fg- 
ciety (land to each other, they would' perceive that it 
is not only the rapacious'invader, or the fecret purloia* 
cr,*of property, who mull be reputed injurious, but 
alfo the indolent and the diffipated, who deprives bh 
fellow men of any benefit which he is called to beSbw. 
They would fee that they are under obligations, not 
only to abftain from pofitiye violations of juftice, but 
alfo to difcharge many duties of diftinguifhed utility to 
mankind. To thefe they would acknowledge them- 
felves particularly called by the appointment of Hea- 
vcti. Relieved from the neceffity of. providing for. 
their corporeal wants, their minds are futnifii^d with 
greater freedom for the exercife of its nobler powers, 
and with a mpre.extcafive ranj^e for,the diicovery. and 
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wofccufiqn ofTchemes of public good. And as thofc 

' clouiis mat oblcufe their underflandiijg began to re- 

^inoYe, an hundred uxitafied fprines of felicity would 

open oa their hearts. For, if every perfon of fortune 

Vnd raiik employed his mofl: adtive endeavors to excite 

and maintain a fpirit of induftry and virtue among his 

dependants, his neighbors, and fellow-citizens, he 

would find his time and attention fo happily engaged* 

^tb'at he would furvey with contempt his former plea* 

Yures ; he would feem to breathe a purer air, and to 

live in a region of perpetual funihine, while the va* 

pours of low ambition ^d of fenfual indulgence toU 

4ed below his feet i 

Man can only^be bappy in as.far as bis powers are duly 
Viercifed ; and thofe powers, whi^h are.the raoft elevate^ 
and capacious, afford the greateft fum of felicity. The 
fame means, therefore, which render any man moflhighly 
beneficial to others, alfo increafe the fum of his own en- 
joyments, and fuperadd to them that moft delightful cS 
all fatisfaflions — the confcioufnefs of having difcharged. 
to the utmoft of his power,, his duty as a member of the 
community, and fulfilled the intention of his Creator ia 
jending him Into the world. The negle<5t of the due 
improvement of any power, or of any opportunity of 
honorable adion, detrads juft fo much from perfonal 
enjoyment. As want of circulation corrupts the air, 
and ftagnation the water, fo, indolence fuperihduccs 
a torpor on the mind, which unfits it even for the more 
refined pleafures ©f fenfe, and deprives it of that great 
fweetener of every enjoyment, the reflexion that it is 
the produce of our own exertions, and natural recom- 
pence of merit. With regard to diftinftion, acquired 
by fuccel^ul exertions of abilities, it is certain, that 
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the fame obligation which demanded the firft difplaf 
•fthem, requires their continuance while any ben^t 
can chence refult to mankind, ' and their pofleflbrs are 
able to confer it. He who has already exerted pow- 
ers, by which the aggregate of common good has beea 
tncreafed, has pledged himfclf to a courfe of di&in« 
guifbed utility, and, if he relaxes or ceafes his efforts, 
while his faculties are ftill vigorous, is more culpable 
than if he had never entered on the honorable career $ 
becau^ pradice procures facility, and faccefs fhoiild 
animate to frefh enterprife. If felfifh ambition fhonld* 
as is in this cafe mod probable, be the fole motive to 
adion, let it be conddered, that it is perhaps more diffi- 
cult to preferve than purchafe reputation and homage . 
The eniigns of honor attrad the public eye j elevation 
places men in a more confpicuous ligbt, where, 
every de/edt, as well as every virtue, is more clearly 
difcemed, and more nicely fcrutinized. If thofe, there- 
fore, who are thus diftinguiflied, are not able to fup« 
port their dtuation with dignity, their difgrace willy 
from the difappointed expedations of mankind, be 
more humiliating, and the contempt which they incur 
more general. Envy will magnify every' fault, anni« 
htlate every virtue, and laOi them with the hiurels 
which (he has torn from their brows. Happy for 
themfelves and happy for the world, whofe interefts 
are always hurt by the degradation of meriti if they 
had never rifen above the vulgar level ! 
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CHAPTER VII. 

CONCLUSION. 



THE view of fociety, and of the principles on 
which it is founded, diiclofed iu this EfTay, evin* 
CCS the obligation of all its members, of whatever rank 
or defcription, to contribute tkeir moft adive and hon- 
ed endeavors for the common good. Indeed this 
obligation is fufficiently inculcated on tlve lower claflbs, 
by the neceflity of laboring for their daily fubfiftencc, 
and by the dreadful confequences which idlenefs produ- 
ces to them and their families. With regard to thefe, 
it is, therefore, lefs ncceifary to unfold the full force ^f 
this obligation, than with refpe<^ to thofe whoie eaiy 
circumftances, feeming torender them independent o 
their fellow m^ny feem alfo to exempt t)iem from everj 
debt beyond the limits of ftridl juftice. This independ* 
encc we have Hiewn to be purely imaginary, and utter- 
ly . incompatible with the principles of ibcial unioa. 
The chain of dependance runs equally through all the 
orders of fociety, and binds every individual in thefe 
orders. While it excludes the extravagant claims»of 
ielflovC) and fubje^^s men to more generous and falu. 
tary principles, it eftablifhes at the fame time a fydem 
whicb,.if universally obierved, would fully fecure the 
moft effential interefts of each individual, by fettling 
them on the broad and immoveable bads of general 
welfare. For, did the rich employ their wealth to fup- 
|»^r die wants ^(he poor ; the poor» their labor tp 
M 2 
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adminifter to the eafe and convenience of the rich ; the 
great* their power and aathority to proted^ the weak 
and defencelefs ; the wife, the ingenious, and the learn* 
edy their abilities to inClrud and counfel the ignorant 
and illiterate ; did every one, in (h ort, impart to his 
fellow men a portion of tlie fruits of his talents and 
advantages ; it is impoffibie that any (hould repine at 
anotlier's poiTefiing what was employed for his own 
benefit, nay, Was made mora fubfervient to his ufe, 
than if he himfelf were the proprietor. For no indi* 
vidual could fo perfedlly cultivate all the different tal- 
ents, neceffary for his fupport and welfare, which are 
didributed among the fpecies, atid, while ibme particu- 
lar one is allotted to each, are all carried to the higheft 
improvement of whkh they are fiifceptibie. 

Thus, the principles of equality virhich we kave ef- 
tabltfhed, at the fame time that they repreis the info* 
lence of pride, the outrages of oppre^on, and the dtffi- 
pation of fenfuality> confirm, aeverthekfs, the necef- 
fity of fubordinatioa, and the juft demands of lawful 
kn honty. They maintain inviolate every natural and 
every civil didindion, draw more clofely every fociai 
tie, and unite all in one harmonious • and juftly pro- 
portioned fyftem> which brings men together oa tiie 
even gtoundof the inherent rights of human nature^ 
t)f reciprocal obligation, and of a common relation to 
the community. Yet, for the maintenance of thk 
equality itfelf, they feparate them into difierent cliffles, 
midlnveft them with difierent capacities and offices* 
Thus are the poor and the^ mean reconciled to their 
circumflances, or comforted under them— «-the: opulent 
and the poweiful are excited to beneficeace and conde- 
Cteaiioa ; the in|;;enioas aad acut^^ are. dire^Ud :ta cli^ 
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beft ttfb of their abilities ; and all are linked together 
by the powerful ties of common interefts, and of re- 
ciproi^al duty* Happy thofe, whofe fouls are capable 
ofrifing to fuch enlarged views of things, and are ani- 
mated by them to a condudt worthy of hun^an nature. 
Worthy of Chriftianity, which reprefents men to each 
ether as children of on& parent, as members of one fami- 
ly> as journeying together through the chequered feeing 
of this traniitory world, towards a region where all 
the diftindions of poverty and riches, of obfcurity and 
fplendor, of power and meannefs, (hall ceafe, every 
inequality difappear ; where virtue alone ihall be ex- 
altedy and vice degraded forever 1 

It mud, indeed, be acknowledged, that this theory 
is too pure and exalted to admit of a complete, confor- 
mity of pradlice. But roan is qualified for endkfs im- 
provements in knowledge and virtue, and the happiness 
which he attains will ejist&ly correfpond to the degrees 
of bis jnrogrefs. In every an and fcience there is an 
ideal model, which can never be reached even by tjic 
rooft ezad and beautiful execution. What Cicero ob- 
ferves with regard to a perfed orator, that he had ne- 
ver feen any fpeaker that could come up to his notions 
of eloquence, is not limited to that art, but is equally 
applicable to every othen It is, however, to be obfcy- 
ved, that even the excellence which is attained, is whol- 
.ly referable to the perfeift ftandard previonfly exifting 
in the artifts mind. In proportion, therefore, as cleigr 
and elevated ideas of excellence are entertained in re- 
ligion, in morality, and in politics, and adion is diree- 
ted by thefe, human condu^ and happinefs will be in^- 
proved and exalted. If, on the other hand, low and 
grovdUiiilig ftaaditrds are adopted^ aAd princifles are re^ 
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.gulated by eAabliflied pradiccy not pF^^fcke refons^ 
by the genuine principles of natnre» matikiad vrill coa- 
tinue to tread in the old and imiddy patht and t&e pro- 
grefeof the world Will be marked with de^^eiieraey 
and degradation* 

It ifr the conftant objedion of thc^» who «re et&er 
aTerfefrom improvement, or too indolent and too ti- 
mid to begin or advance it, that the perfedion aimed at 
is too high for human nature. They thus employ the 
exidence of abuies and errors as a reaforr for perpetua- 
ting 'them. Bot if the fame reafbning had always been 
confidered as juft» mankind would, at this day, dwell m 
caves, feed upon acorns, fall down before the works of 
their own hands, and be bound in the heavy chain of 
Heathen ignorance and fuperftition. The inftitutons 
and refinements of civil foeiety muft appear to a {k- 
vage as extravagant and impradlicable, as the fined 
theory of moral fentiment and'ftdlion appears to thoie 
whofe fouls are immeried in fenfuality, or fettered by 
lelf-mtereft. The queftion is not, what is the prefent 
pradiceofmankind^ but what they are qualified ultt. 
mately to attain ; not how far any theory is confbr- 
* nable to the prefent ftate of things, bat how far it is 
founded in nature, adapted to the human facnltiesj and 
conducive to human felicity. 

Ifihe principles Hlnftratcd in this Effay fhould be 
devoid of every other recommendatioh, they have at 
leaft,' that vrhich is no tnconfiderable one, of being con- 
formable to the doarines of Chriftianity*. For, al- 
lliotigh fome f^tlofophersy who have pretended grcA 

•.K««iw« aiu 3» 4* S* 6, y. aft Cvr. «ii« 



AN ESSAT, fee. 141 

Mai for ths rights and the happinefs of mankind, have 
manifefted, at the fame ^ time, a ftrange antipathy to 
every kind of religion, and particularly to the ChriC* 
ttan, it will be fotmd, by every impartial inquirer, that 
the religion of Jefus Chrift inculcates and fan^ions 
every principle on which public and private happineik 
can be built. It is true that Chriftianity has frequent- 
ly been moft (hamefuUy corrupted, ^nd, in that cor* 
rupted form, produced the moft dreadful calamities. 
But, to explode Chriftianity on this account, is juft as 
feniible as to forbid mankind the ufe of water, air, or 
fire, becaufe thefe elements have often been the vehi* 
clei^ of deftruftion. Whoever attempts to erc^ any 
fyftem of policy to the ezclufion of religion, betrays 
great ignorance of human nature, and great indiffer- 
ence for human happinefs. M^m U a leligious crea- 
ture, and is drawn to his Creator %^M the principles of 
bis conftitution^by the fenfe of his imbecility, by con- 
fcience, by gratitude and admiration, and by his reafoa 
when duly improved. The grand rcquifite, then, is ta 
procure for him a religion pure, fimpk, beneficent, and 
confoloUry. This will be found only in the reli- 
gion of Jefus Chirll, as is exhibited in the facred wrt« 
tings. Her« the moft perfed ftandard of duty is erec- 
ted» in order to engage man to an endlefs progrefs is- 
virtue ; a fufHcient remedy is provided for his devia- 
tions from it) when accompanied with penitence ; the 
moil glorious rewards are offered to his perievering 
endeavors ; and the ftrongeft fuccours are provided ftH* 
his weakncfs. Such a religion powerfully ftrengthens 
every focial and civil obligation, and prepares mea 
for beavesi by rendering then ufeful on earth. 
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